
 

 

 

 

 

 

5th January 2021 

 

Dear Year 13 Parent,  

We know that, following the Prime Minister’s announcement last night, you will be left with a number of questions 

regarding your child’s education.  Over the coming days we expect to have more guidance so that we can support you in 

answering these concerns.  

The formal examinations will not now be taking place.  It will still be necessary for some form of assessment to be done 

and classwork, coursework and independent work is therefore still really important.  As staff, we have been aware of the 

possibility of examinations being cancelled and have shared this with the students.  Students have been superb at 

maintaining a good work ethos since returning in September.  We have also put a number of students on weekly 

interventions to help them if their predicted or projected grades were not where they wanted them to be.  

For this next period of time, it is important for students to maintain their motivation and continue to understand the 

content of their courses.  We have moved on substantially from last year in terms of remote learning and are set up to 

deliver a comprehensive programme.  

Work will be delivered either on Teams, via live lessons or through pre-recorded lessons.  It is likely that there will be a 

blend of this style of lesson.  Lesson content and homework will also be set on Edulink for all students if they are unable 

to attend lessons at the specific time.  It is important that they try to stick to the structure of the normal school day and 

where possible try to complete work set during the appropriate hours.  Students will also be expected to complete 

independent study in their subjects as they would do if in school.  It is essential that you contact me if your child faces 

difficulties with accessing Teams or Edulink so that we can support you.  It is worth students remembering that Teams 

can be accessed through their mobile phones.  We will monitor students’ study and work with any who appear to be 

having difficulties.  

A number of our students are also due to take external vocational examinations next week.  We are waiting for 

confirmation from the exam board as to how we proceed with these.  We will send a communication specifically related to 

these examinations to the affected students, and their parents but in the meantime they should still be preparing for 

these examinations to take place.  Please be reassured that we will be ready to make any provisions necessary to ensure 

your child is not disadvantaged in any way. 

I know that for you and your family this will be an unsettling time.  Your child has proved to be superbly resilient already 

to the adaptations we have had to make as a school and I am confident that Year 13 will achieve the results they so richly 

deserve in August if they follow the work and instructions from their teachers. 

We look forward to having students back with us as soon as possible but until then will continue to work remotely.  

Take care, and if you have any specific concerns that I can address straight away please don’t hesitate to contact me.  

With kind regards and best wishes. 

 

Jess Ferguson 

Head of Sixth Form 


