
 
I hope the following will address some of the queries you may have regarding the testing process.  
 
What testing takes place when students first return? 
 
All students will be tested upon their return to school. Following a negative test result, they will attend 
lessons as normal. Should a student test positive, they will need to be collected by a parent and undertake 
a PCR test (a regular COVID test) in line with national guidance. 
 
All students will then be tested a second time with the aim being 3 - 5 days after the first test. 
  
Is there testing after the first week? 
 
Students identified as a close contact of a positive case will then be able to continue attending school and 
will receive a rapid test in school every day for a week. 
 
 
If my child has symptoms on a morning, can they attend school for a rapid test? 
 
No. If a child is ever symptomatic the household must isolate and get an NHS test – that guidance is 
unchanged. The purpose of this testing is to identify asymptomatic cases and to prevent unnecessary 
isolation of students from education who are close contacts. 
  
How will the testing be done in school? 
 
We are still working on the logistics. We envisage using our larger indoor spaces to operate our own test 
centre. There will be queuing systems, test areas, administration areas and areas for students to wait for 
their results. 
 
Students will not be in a bubble when undertaking their first tests. We will establish distancing to prevent 
the need for further contact tracing in the event of a student testing positive.  
  
What happens if I do not wish to give consent for my child to be tested in this way? 
 
You have the right to not give consent to this testing and your child will still be able to attend school in the 
normal way. The difference will be that, following a positive test, they will undertake the normal isolation 
period at home. 
  
My child is 16 or over, do they need parental consent? 
 
No, children aged 16 or over can provide or refuse their own consent.  
 
In the case of under 16's, consent is made on behalf of the child. The consent form specifies that the parent 
has discussed the testing with my child and the child is happy to participate. If on the day of testing they 
do not wish to take part, then they will not be made to do so and consent can be withdrawn at any time 
ahead of the test. 
  
Who administers the tests? 
 
Students will administer the test themselves under guidance and be overseen by staff and volunteers who 
will have undergone the published training to supervise the test. 
  
Can I volunteer to help? 
 
We may well need help from volunteers. Please email admin@gbhs.co.uk if you are able to support the 
process.  
 
Please be aware that the situation may change, and that we will continue to amend our plans in response 
to national guidance.  
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