
 

 

 

 

 

 

5th January 2021 

 

 
Dear Parent 

  

Following the Government’s announcement last night we are now entering a second period of lockdown for 
several weeks.  We recognise that this will be difficult and unsettling for everyone, however, we are fully 

prepared to support our students with an extensive programme of remote learning.  
 

The announcement that there will be no GCSE or A level examinations this summer for Year 11 and 13 

students raises many questions and uncertainties.  Can I please reassure you that we will be doing all we can 
to ensure that students achieve the grades that they so richly deserve.   Separate letters to parents of Year 

11, 12 and 13 students will follow this communication to provide further support and information.  
 

We will continue to provide onsite education provision for children of keyworkers and students from key 
groups.  This provision should only be accessed if it is essential and where possible students should learn 

from home to minimise transmission rates.  Should you require this provision please contact the 

school: admin@gbhs.co.uk 
  

All other students will be learning from home until we receive further guidance.  We, as always, aim to 
provide a balanced, high quality education experience remotely and will do this as indicated in my previous 

communication replicating, where possible, the classroom environment.  Teachers will adopt a combination of 

approaches depending on the subject and content being taught.  This could include: ‘live teaching’ and/or 
setting work/a lesson on SMHW/Edulink and being available for questions and answers on teams to support 

learning.  Teachers will be on a rota on site to supervise children of key groups.  Please note that when a 
teacher is in school, they will not be able to deliver live teaching and work will be set on our online platforms. 

  

To support the learning of all students, teachers who teach ‘live’ with visual/audio/chat functions will record 
these lessons/sections of lessons.  These recordings will be saved into the class team and will enable all 

students to access the lesson to listen to the teacher input and where appropriate the discussion/questions 
asked in the lesson to support their learning and understanding.  Ideally, it is best if your child follows their 

daily timetable but if this is not possible the recordings will be there for access.  This information will be held 
in the class team for 20 days; this will not only support current learning but also act as a point of reference 

for future learning. 

  
Live interactions will be recorded from Monday 11th January to enhance our safeguarding provision and 

facilitate flexibility for students. 
  

As you are aware, the students will have their cameras switched off and, for the most part, their microphones 

muted but the teacher’s instructions and explanations will be available via the recordings.  These recordings 
must not be shared beyond the Great Baddow High School community. 

  
We require your consent to record and store recordings of your child’s lessons - please complete 

the link to indicate your preference: Consent for Recording of Lessons 
 

Should you choose not to consent, your child may still be present in live lessons but should not contribute; 

alternatively, they can access the work set on SMHW/EduLink/and the recording after the lesson. 
  

mailto:admin@gbhs.co.uk
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=GEsABFw8XUuLCUuK0_DNawMEryHwuY1Ajn1IKNfO2UVUQzcwT0hUVVE0UTlVQllBOFJOWkFZVVJBUS4u


Prior to the news last night we were in the process of setting up testing of staff and students.  We are 
currently waiting for guidance on how to proceed with this but it will be helpful, if you have not done so 

previously, to complete the consent to testing survey: Consent to Test   This survey closes on Friday 
8th January. 

 

Please find a link below to a copy of the privacy statement that has been shared with us regarding testing, 
please take a moment to read this through. GBHS Testing Privacy Statement 

  
Over the next few days, we will be reviewing our calendar of scheduled events and seeking clarity on 

examinations for both the January and June series.  Please rest assured that we will communicate the next 
steps as soon as we can.  In the meantime, it is essential that all students remain focused, attend lessons 

and complete work to the best of their ability.  Students should be seeking to make progress in each and 

every subject. 
  

Thank you as always for your continued support, adaptability and patience as we make our way through this 
situation.  Together, as a school community, we will pull together and make the very best of the situation, 

enabling our students to be successful at every step of their educational journey. 

 
Take care and stay safe. 

Kind regards. 

 

Paul Farmer 

Headteacher 
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