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Back gardens in New South Wales have been

turned into koala sanctuaries, as a response to

the alarming decrease in koala (and

other species’ ) numbers. Due to the

devastating forest fires that are accelerating

The Process:

Local plots of land have been designated for this

effort. Eucalyptus saplings are set to be grown

within a year. The aim for tens of thousands of

trees has been set by the joint effort of the

International Fund for Animal Welfare and

smaller operations such as Bangolow Koalas.

Not only will this help restore the

population of the animals, but also aid in

reducing the effects of climate change. 

Source: Joe McCarthy and Pia Gralki (2020)

'Australians Are Turning Their Backyards Into

Koala Sanctuaries', Global Citizen 1 October

Click here for the original article!

Within the next two years, the piles of plastic that have

been amassing in our modern world could be well on their

way out with science’s new

discovery. A new enzyme has been found that degrades

plastic six times faster than previous options. 

Before, an engineered version of the enzyme took few

days to start to break down plastic, but the new

discovery could rapidly increase the speed. It is a super-

enzyme made from linking two different enzymes from a

plastic-eating bug. It could also be combined with a

cotton-eating enzyme to break down clothes that have

found their way to waste sites.

 Professor John McGeehan of Portsmouth University

(where the super-enzyme is being developed) has said

“If we can make better, faster enzymes by linking them

together and provide them to companies and work in

partnership, we could start doing this within the next

year or two.”

Click here for the original article!

KOALA

POPULATION

FLOURISHING IN

BACK GARDENS

NEW SUPER-

ENZYME EATS

PLASTIC HEAPS
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https://www.globalcitizen.org/en/content/australia-reforestation-for-koalas/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/sep/28/new-super-enzyme-eats-plastic-bottles-six-times-faster?CMP=fb_gu&utm_medium=Social&utm_source=Facebook&fbclid=IwAR02EEfG6Q6DUQwP1KbCcjlEZsRg-OnjkXcWP66nEQjbA127TGcf90JXIBI#Echobox=1601324262


 Virtual work experience  

Do research, via sites such as Professional Bodies or talk to

students through UniBuddy

 Do some MOOCS (short online courses)

 Listen to podcasts 

Read books

Attend virtual lectures

If you did not apply for the 15th October deadline, then you are

presumably in the process or are thinking about writing your

personal statement.  Hence my decision to discuss the best tips I

have found for writing a good personal statement. They  are as

follows:

Look at course descriptions and pinpoint the qualities, skills, and

experience it requires as these are helpful when deciding what to

write about. Why are you applying? Incorporate your goals, what

interests you about the subject, the course provider, and higher

education. 

Universities are not looking for a definition of a subject. They know

what their degrees are about; they want to know what you

comprehend and enjoy about the subject.

 What makes you qualified for the course? This could be relevant

experience, skills or achievements you’ve gained from school,

work, or other activities.

 Include any clubs or groups you belong to, this could be anything

from a sports team to a performing arts group. Reference any

appropriate employment experience or volunteering, for example,

Inspired Awards, Step Together, or Project Trust. However,

Universities and colleges understand that during the pandemic

activities like this will be difficult to participate in and will take it

into consideration. 

The UCAS website has alternatives you can try, here are some

examples for now:

If you partook in Duke of Edinburgh, ASDAN, National Citizen

Service, the Crest Awards scheme, or Young Enterprise, mention it!

Similarly, if you took part in a higher education taster course,

placement, or summer school also include this. 

Do not put so much importance on writing a clever first line as

having a good overall personal statement is more important. 

Get your teachers or someone else you trust to read it out loud to

you. It's a good way to spot mistakes and make sure it makes

sense. Also have them suggest improvements for a second draft. 

Please feel free leave suggestions for university / apprenticeship

topics you would like us to research and discuss for our next

newspaper! 

For more information on the UCAS website please click here!

POST 18 EDUCATION

PERSONAL STATEMENT ADVICE
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"Today is your
opportunity to build what
you want tomorrow" 

https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/applying-university/how-write-ucas-undergraduate-personal-statement


With problems like climate change and plastic pollution,

we can all do our part to help. Whether it is a small swap

or just awareness, everyone can contribute. Here are

some tips and tricks in how you could be a little bit

more sustainable. 

Switch from a plastic toothbrush to a bamboo

toothbrush. This small swap is much more eco-friendly

and growing bamboo requires little to no fertilisers or

pesticides- meaning the bamboo in the toothbrushes

are 100% organic. Although they are not as readily

available as plastic toothbrushes, the bamboo

alternative is beginning to be adopted by big

companies and can therefore be found in many

supermarkets. Overall, the best place to find bamboo

toothbrushes are online or in sustainability stores.  

Bamboo Toothbrushes

The Eagle

ECO TIPS

Check out one of the refill shops in Essex! How it works is

that you take reusable containers and can fill them up with

a variety of goods that you probably buy as part of your

weekly shop (pasta, flour, spices, body wash). They  might

also sell zero waste alternatives like shampoo bars,

reusable makeup wipes and a variety of other beauty

products. Not only does shopping  at a refill store reduce

your plastic waste but your food waste, as you can choose

the amount of each item you buy.  

Refill Store
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Love Actually (Sky Cinema/NOW TV/Amazon Prime) – This story of how five strangers find love at

Christmas, and how their paths are intertwined will make you laugh and cry, maybe even at the

same time. Full of funny one-liners, and packed with well-known actors, this is the perfect movie to

watch with friends.

The Holiday (Netflix/Sky Cinema/NOW TV/Amazon Prime) - When two women from different

countries decide to swap houses over Christmas, they get a lot more than they bargained for when

they each fall for charming local men. With plenty of light-hearted humour and a fame-filled cast,

this romantic comedy is the perfect film to watch with your loved ones this Christmas. 

Die Hard (NOW TV/Amazon Prime) – When police officer, John McClane, takes a Christmas trip to

California to be with his wife and children, he finds himself in an unlikely situation. Stuck in a the

Nakatomi Plaza with a group of terrorists and a few dozen hostages, John decides to take matters

into his own hands. This suspense-filled film is perfect for action-lovers to watch this Christmas.

Nativity (Netflix/Sky Cinema/Amazon Prime) - When primary school teacher, Paul Maddens, is asked

to direct his school’s nativity play, he’s not happy about it. After Paul lies to an old friend, saying the

nativity is going to be made into a movie, him and his new fun-loving teaching assistant are

determined to make it happen. With light-hearted humour and a star-studded cast, ‘Nativity!’ is the

perfect Christmas film for all the family.

Arthur Christmas (Netflix/Arthur Christmas/Amazon Prime) - When a little girl’s present gets

forgotten on Christmas Eve, Arthur Christmas, son of Father Christmas, decides it’s up to him to get

her bike delivered on time. With the help of his grandfather and a stowaway elf, Arthur travels

across the globe overnight to ensure this child has the best Christmas ever. This story of love and

happiness will have all members of the family feeling the joy of the holidays.

Must-watch Christmas Films

The Eagle

Festive Films
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Year 13 Student Grace W has been placed in the

top seven percent of applicants in a history

essay competition that she entered during the

summer break. Her outstanding work has

landed herself a place at Cambridge’s summer

school programme. Her task was to write an

essay on what history teaches us about COVID-

19. She wrote her essay in a total of three days,

taking time for planning, writing, and editing. In

an interview with Grace W she said she

struggled with the Oxford style bibliography

amongst the other challenges of writing when

completing her work. 

However, her effort payed off and she has

achieved an amazing prize and learnt a lot from

the experience.

Student
Spotlight
Grace W

‘Trying new things will give you confidence,
even having confidence in yourself to

actually apply brings you closer to academic
achievement.’
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CAPRICORN  (Dec.  22- Jan.  19)

You need to start to take a long hard look at the quality of
your relationships and if they are pulling their weight. Take
a step back, and realise what you want, because there are
good times ahead. This month you may be ready for a new
responsibility at school or work as you decide to look for
new opportunities. 

AQUARIUS  (Jan.  20- Feb.  18)

You feel a powerful sense of mission. It’s time to express
your uniqueness, originality and inventiveness in your job. It
really is time to move beyond all restrictions and eliminate
the things in your life that are holding you back. 

PISCES  (Feb.  19- Mar.  20)

More than ever this month you need to just be yourself. It’s
time to take out the negativity in your life and do want you
want to do in your own unique way. Anything you give up or
lose this month will be replaced by a rare opportunity-
something you can treasure forever. 

ARIES  (Mar.  21- Apr.  19)

This month provides a lot of energy for success. You need to
ask yourself: What do you most want from your friendships
and what are you willing to invest to get it? And although
you are prepared to go it alone because others often keep
up with your pace, when you work with others it can be more
rewarding.
 
TAURUS  (Apr.  20- May.  20)

This month calls for kindness. Sometimes you find the world
overwhelming, but this month offers peace and calmness.
Do not feel pressured by those around you, and make sure
you have control over your actions. 
port you. This month provides many opportunities for
teamwork and cooperation.

Click here for your full horoscope from 
 yearly-horoscope.org 

GEMINI  (May.  21- Jun.  20)

You may have been in a struggle recently and you are ready
to give up, but its time for a change. It is time for you to
transform the day-to-day quality of your life. This a sign for
transformation and there will be good times ahead. 

CANCER  (Jun.  21- Jul.22)

You feel responsible for your feelings and emotional WELL-
BEING. It’s time to stop taking responsibility for everything,
yet this doesn’t mean it is anyone else’s fault as well.
Sometimes the world is harsh, but you are not alone. 

LEO  (Jul.  23- Aug.22)

While normally you are very sociable, you may be feeling
rather introverted right now and that’s okay. Things may be
difficult at the moment but it can be solved, all it takes is a
little courage. 

VIRGO  (Aug.  23- Sep.  22)

This month provides optimism and enthusiasm. It’s time to
stop focussing on the little details and look at the bigger
picture, as it will provide more meaning and purpose. You
need to lighten up on yourself. 

LIBRA  (Sep.  23- Oct.  22)

If your life seems great at the moment, it’s because you
deserve it. This month you will feel supported by your
friends and loved ones to complete all of your goals. It’s time
to recognise the true value and gift of your relationships, but
mostly feel grateful for those that you have. 

SCORPIO  (Oct.  23- Nov.  21)

Career prospects are quite good during this month, and it’s
time to prove to everyone what you can really do. If your
relationships/friendships have not been going well lately,
there will be some resolutions this month. 

SAGITTARIUS  (Nov.  22- Dec.  21)

If you need any clarity or direction in your life, now is the
time to ask the questions you need to. You will find people
coming out of nowhere to support you. 

horoscope
Y O U R  M O N T H L Y
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Disclaimer: these horoscopes are for entertainment purposes
only 8

https://www.yearly-horoscope.org/november-monthly/
https://www.yearly-horoscope.org/november-monthly/
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