
 

Dear Parent, 
We have continued to welcome Year 6 parents and students to tour our  
wonderful school this week. Visitors have commented on how respectful,  
engaged in learning and well behaved our students are. We have also been busy 
visiting primary schools and meeting Year 6 students. It has been a pleasure to 
be welcomed so far to Beehive, Mildmay, Barnes Farm, Larkrise, St Michael’s and 
Meadgate and we look forward to visiting the other superb primary schools in 
the area. 
I would like to congratulate all our Year 7 students for completing their CAT  
testing this week. We were careful to reduce as much stress as possible for the 
students at the beginning of term, but the outcomes of this testing will help 
support teacher assessments and ensure that we provide the appropriate  
support for every student, ensuring that all students receive the best possible 
teaching in class. 
Our Year 9 Curriculum Presentation Evening for parents took place last week and 
a booklet detailing learning and assessment was made available online. Year 9 
will be starting a series of ‘Learning to Learn’ sessions in tutor time to help them 
prepare for assessments in November enabling them to learn a little more about 
themselves and the most successful ways they gain and retain information.  
This year’s campaign for Black History Month is called ‘Proud To Be’. It invites 
people of all ages throughout the UK to share pride in their culture. So, to  
promote this we have assemblies next week in which students are focussing on 
elements of black history and exploring their impact on the modern world. 
Year 8 have been making power cookies in Food Technology, and in Art students 
have been creating ‘Junk Art’ using unwanted metal items from home. They 
have created some fabulous sculptures!  
Congratulations to our U16 netball team who have qualified for the country 
round of the National Netball Competition after winning through to the final 
and finishing 2nd in the Mid-Essex round. A fantastic team achievement. 
We are still paving the way to recovery from the shadow of the pandemic,  
lockdowns and the disruption that this involved, but, as a community, we are 
slowly but constantly returning to a normal school life. The most recent  
communication from the local Authority and Public Health England regarding 
Covid 19 is available to read on our website here. 
I would like to stress how important the attendance of revision and catch-up 
sessions are over the next two weeks. Year 11 students are approaching their first 
set of PPEs and we want to offer them as much support as possible. 
As a community we can all work together to ensure that our children enjoy the 
best education and strive for excellence in all that we do. 
Take care, 
Mr Paul Farmer, Headteacher 

MESSAGE FROM THE HEADTEACHER 

 

As part of the Sixth Form focus on well 
being, students have been wearing  
yellow today in support of Young Minds, 
a charity designed to help young adults 
with their mental health concerns.  

Day Date School Activity  

Monday 11th DEAR Session 

Tuesday 12th  

Wednesday 13th 1545 – Primary Chatterbooks in Library  
Year 7 Tutor/Parent evening (virtual)  

Thursday 14th  

Friday 15th  

Does your son/daughter train or  
compete at county level or above? If yes, 
then they may be eligible to be part of 
the Elite Sport Support Programme! 
Email fre@gbhs.co.uk detailing  
information on your son/daughter’s 
sporting level and to see if they can be 
part of the programme.  

Vacancies for non-teaching staff are  
advertised on our website. Current  
vacancies include: Midday Assistant, 
Learning Support Assistant and an IT 
Apprentice. View full details here. 

On Wednesday 20th October, Carmel 
Jane will be in school to photograph Year 
7, 10 and 11 students who were absent on 
Thursday.  

Got a degree you’re not really using?    
Thinking about becoming a teacher?  
Find out how you can gain qualified  
teacher status, and an optional  
postgraduate certificate in education 
through the Essex School Direct initial 
teacher training programme.  
Find out more here. 

Current exam guidance issued by JCQ 
has been emailed to all Year 10, 11, 12 and 
13 students.  This information can also 
be found on Edulink, Parent Letters  
Noticeboard in the Exams folder.  

https://greatbaddow.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/lettershome/Secondary-Testing-Parent-Letter-1-10-21.pdf?t=1633506795
https://www.facebook.com/GtBaddowHighSchool/?ref=bookmarks
https://twitter.com/GtBaddowHighSch
https://www.facebook.com/GtBaddowHighSchool/?ref=bookmarks
https://www.gbhs.co.uk/662/school-calendar
https://www.gbhs.co.uk/805/club-timetables
https://www.gbhs.co.uk/805/club-timetables
https://www.gbhs.co.uk/830/sports-fixtures
https://www.instagram.com/great_baddow_high_school/
mailto:fre@gbhs.co.uk?subject=Elite%20Sport%20Programme
https://www.gbhs.co.uk/670/current-vacancies-2
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/start-your-teacher-training-journey-with-essex-school-direct-tickets-184642840707

