
 

MESSAGE FROM THE HEADTEACHER 

 

Dear Parent, 
On Monday, the school said a sad but fitting farewell to our close friend and 
colleague Adrian Degge, who sadly passed away recently. There was a large  
representation of staff in attendance at the funeral and both students and staff 
lined the front of the school as the cortege passed the school in tribute to  
everything he has done and contributed to our community.  
 
This week the examination season rolls into full action with both GCSEs and 
Level 3 Vocational courses on the schedule. Our students have been superb in 
the way they have prepared and conducted themselves throughout the week. 
The ‘Day To Day Programme’ is available on Edulink with all the information 
around revision sessions and warm ups before the exams. Can parents continue 
to encourage students to be in school in plenty of time to take advantage of the 
extra opportunities in order to maximise their chances of success. 
With the school production of ‘We Will Rock You’ taking place in June, all the 
cast and staff have been busy rehearsing and perfecting their parts and it  
promises to be a special event at the school. Seats are filling up fast, and I 
would encourage all our school community to order their tickets for this  
extravaganza and support our wonderful Creative Arts department.  
Please find a link to the details here.  
This week we also say goodbye to our Year 13 students who begin their  
examinations next week. On Tuesday they attended school in fancy dress and it 
was superb to see Marge Simpson, pirates and six-foot bananas attending  
lessons around the school. On Wednesday the year group enjoyed a celebration 
on the school field with inflatables, various sports and an ice cream van. It was 
quite an emotional day for Mrs Ferguson and the rest of the staff, but, it has to 
be said that the whole year group have been outstanding in everything they 
have done throughout their seven years at the school. They are a special group 
of young adults who will go out into the wider world and make  it a better place 
for everyone. Some of the photos are available to view here. 
Thursday saw our Spell Caster event in the library with students from our feeder 
Primary schools pitting their spelling skills against each other in a series of  
competitions. A superb time was had by all and the results can be found here. 
And finally, this weekend over sixty explorers set off on their practice Duke of 
Edinburgh expedition into the countryside of outer Essex. Once again we wish 
the students and staff the best of luck in 
navigating the wilderness. 
 
As we approach the penultimate week 
before a well earned half term break can  
I wish you all a restful and productive 
weekend. 
Take care, 
Paul Farmer 
Headteacher 

On 17th May, we took seven students 
from Years 8 and 9 to Sandon School to 
perform a 'Box of Tricks' drama.  
Read more here. 

Day Date School Activity  

Monday 23rd May Year 9 DTP vaccinations 

Tuesday 24th May Year 9 DTP vaccinations 

Reading with Purpose session 

Wednesday 25th May  

Thursday 26th May  

Friday 27th May  

Last week our Leaders, Readers and 
Mathematicians were rewarded for their 
efforts with a trip to the Olympic  
Stadium in Stratford.  
Read more from our students here. 

After all the nominations were checked 
and voted for we have our final list for 
our GBHS Jubilee Big Read.   
See details of the chosen books here. 

Congratulations to Lucy C (Year 9) on 
becoming the East of England Regional 
Champion in the 200m Fly and a silver 
medallist in the 100m Fly and 800m Free.  

Congratulations to all our talented 
mathematicians, in Years 7 and 8, on 
their success in the UKMT Mathematical 
Challenge. See our award winners here. 

https://www.facebook.com/GtBaddowHighSchool/?ref=bookmarks
https://twitter.com/GtBaddowHighSch
https://www.facebook.com/GtBaddowHighSchool/?ref=bookmarks
https://www.instagram.com/great_baddow_high_school/
https://www.gbhs.co.uk/1891/performances-and-events
https://www.gbhs.co.uk/661/latest-news/post/177/year-13-students-celebrate-their-last-days-at-gbhs
https://www.gbhs.co.uk/661/latest-news/post/179/congratulations-to-our-spell-casters-competition-winners
https://www.gbhs.co.uk/830/sports-fixtures
https://www.gbhs.co.uk/662/school-calendar
https://www.gbhs.co.uk/662/school-calendar
https://www.gbhs.co.uk/805/club-timetables
https://www.gbhs.co.uk/662/school-calendar
https://www.gbhs.co.uk/805/club-timetables
https://www.gbhs.co.uk/805/club-timetables
https://www.gbhs.co.uk/661/latest-news/post/178/box-of-tricks-drama-performance
https://www.gbhs.co.uk/661/latest-news/post/176/rewards-trip-to-the-london-stadium-and-olympic-park
https://www.gbhs.co.uk/661/latest-news/post/180/gbhs-jubilee-big-read
https://app.parentpay.com/public/client/security/#/login
https://www.gbhs.co.uk/661/latest-news/post/181/uk-maths-trust-junior-challenge

