
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

 

Dear Parent 
It has been a long but rewarding half term. High standards of 
work supported by a range of trips, visits and activities have 
provided our students with an excellent start to the academic 
year.  
 
On Sunday 20th October, Great Baddow High School again 
hosted the annual PhysicsFest run by the East Anglia Branch 
of the Institute of Physics. More than 800 people visited the 
event with many Year 10, 11, 12 and 13 students, together with 
staff and ex-students from Great Baddow High School and 
KEGs, volunteering as explainers and demonstrators.  
 
In the sixth year of this event, there were a huge range of 
physics based activities. Visitors could get hands-on with 
physics from building structures and testing them with 
Chelmsford Science and Engineering Society to testing how 
much force is needed to pop a party popper. Rocket building 
and launching proved very popular and needed the full width 
and height of the sports hall to accommodate the firing of 
some great designs.  
 
The Institute of Physics is actively involved in promoting 
physics to all ages at outreach events and a massive thank 
you is extended to everyone who volunteered to help with  
PhysicsFest ensuring that it ran successfully.  Read More here. 
 
Record numbers attended our Sixth Form Open Evening on 
Thursday.  Mrs Ferguson and I presented to a packed audience 
of current Year 11 students and their parents as well as  
numerous external students from a variety of different 

schools. I would particularly like to thank Ellie Clifford, who 
returned to the school to share her successes and experiences 
of her university life at Exeter, whilst studying a joint honours 
degree and her enjoyment of now working in the advertising 
industry. Current Sixth Form students, Will Griffiths and Keely 
Sturgeon are also to be congratulated for speaking with such 
passion and confidence about their experiences in our Sixth 
Form.  
 
We offer twenty-six A Level and vocational course and all  
subject areas were busy with teachers and Sixth Form  
students talking about their subjects and where they can lead 
to. Many Year 13 students are in the process of completing 
UCAS applications with others already in the system if they 
have applied for Oxbridge or medicine. Our current Year 12 
cohort rose again this year, largely as a consequence of  
excellent GCSE results, so we hope that the event will also act 
as inspiration for our Year 11 as they tackle their first set of  
Pre-Public exams after the half term break.  
 
I would like to thank everyone for all their hard work this half 
term and look forward to seeing many of you at other events 
over the coming weeks, including Presentation Evening and 
the Cathedral Concert in December. 
 
Enjoy a restful break. 
 
 
Paul Farmer 
Headteacher 

KEEP UP TO DATE WITH NEWS FROM GREAT BADDOW HIGH SCHOOL 

Click the Link to FOLLOW US ON TWITTER OR FACEBOOK 

https://www.facebook.com/Great-Baddow-High-School-558534134306346/?view_public_for=558534134306346
https://twitter.com/GtBaddowHighSch
https://www.gbhs.co.uk/index.php/news-54/731-physicsfest-2019
https://twitter.com/GtBaddowHighSch
https://www.facebook.com/Great-Baddow-High-School-558534134306346/?view_public_for=558534134306346


 

 

 

Year Group Student Reason for Award 

Year 7 Asli Gorur Outstanding cell homework in science 

Year 8 Dee Dee S 
Ella T 
Tom B 
Lisa L 
Millie C 
Ellen S 

Outstanding effort on your workplace journals 

Year 9 Daniel Gardner Outstanding piece of summer work in science 

Year 10     

Year 11     

Year 12     

Year 13 Louis Berrett 
Jessica Chambers 

Outstanding work in media for your Extended Project Qualification 

The 2019 Jack Petchey award presentation for Chelmsford 
and Maldon took place at Chelmsford Civic Centre. 
 
The Jack Petchey Foundation events are a brilliant  
opportunity for young people to celebrate their amazing 
achievements and be recognised within their local  
community. A total of eight Great Baddow High School  
students attended the event with their friends and family, 
having been awarded a Jack Petchey Award in the last school 

year. They were joined by Mrs Ferguson, our Leader Award 
winner this year, as well as other staff in the crowd showing 
their support. 
 

Each year Great Baddow High School gets to select nine 
student award winners and one staff member for a Leader 
award. If there is a student or member of staff who goes 
above and beyond to help others, then they could get a 
place at next years event. Nominations can be made using 
the Jack Petchey button on the school portal saying why 
the person is a deserving winner. 

Mr J Faulkner 
Jack Petchey Coordinator  

Number of  
credits 

Year 7 
No. of  

students 

Year 8 
No. of  

students 

Year 9 
No. of  

students 

Year 10 
No. of  

students 

Year 11 
No. of  

students 

Totals 

25 Letters 154 66 80 15 108 423 

50 Letters 26 5     24 55 

100 Letters         2 2 

      480 

Post Cards 222 169 156 54 174 775 

TOTAL CREDITS 7524 5059 4954 2490 6257 26284 



 

 

 

Through our science specialism we aim to highlight to our students the vast range of possibilities for their future and  
hopefully inspire them to aim as high as possible. With this aim in mind, on Wednesday 18th September thirty of our Year 10 
science students attended ‘Physics at Work’ at the University of Cambridge’s Cavendish Laboratories. The event aims to  
stimulate interest and encourage wider participation in physics amongst 14- to 16-year-olds by showcasing the many and  
varied ways in which physics is used in the wider world and it certainly achieved this. 
 
Our students were exposed to a variety of talks and activities which showed them possible physics based careers they can 
aim for. These included, amongst others, a presentation from the British Antarctic Survey, a hands-on experience building a 
model Rolls Royce aircraft engine, performing their own soft-tissue scans, learning how materials break, and seeing the  
technology behind a real-life hover board. 
 
It was a thoroughly enjoyable and informative day and our students returned to school inspired and with a vastly improved 
awareness of where physics can take them. 
 
Thanks to all the students who attended as they represented our school superbly, and thanks to Mr Butcher, Mr Lewis and 
Miss Knight who joined them on the trip. 

A selection of Year 9 and 10 students have been attending the ‘First Lego League’ club on Mondays 
after school. They have been learning how to use the Lego Mindstorms Ev3 coding software, with the 
goal of building and coding a robot to complete a series of challenges. The challenge this year is called 
‘City Shaper’ and it is themed around architecture and the spaces that we live in.  
Part of the competition involves a presentation by our students about an engineering problem within 
our city. They have to identify a problem and come up with realistic solutions, which they will present 
to a panel of judges. Our students have chosen to focus on road access and traffic congestion at the 
Army and Navy roundabout. They have some outstanding preliminary ideas and they will spend the 
next few weeks developing and refining their solutions to the problem. 
 

Our team will also be assessed on the ‘core values’ of the competition, which include discovery, innovation, teamwork,  
inclusion and fun. They have consistently shown these values so far and I am confident that this will help them to achieve 
their goals in time for the competition in January. 

On Wednesday 25th September our Year 13 physics students took part in the  
British Physics Olympiad ‘Physics Challenge’. This involved sitting an exam paper 
that is based on their knowledge from within the curriculum, but which requires 
them to think about problems and apply their knowledge in a different way. 
Some of the aims of the Physics Challenge are: 

• Have fun problem solving. 

• Test their knowledge with stimulating questions. 

• See the real world problem solving potential of physics. 

• Practise open ended and unstructured questions, as seen at higher levels of study. 

• Develop the skills required for admission to top universities. 
All the students who took part enjoyed the experience and felt that they had developed their ability as physicists. It was an 
excellent activity for stretching and challenging some of our most capable learners. Everyone who took part received a  
participation certificate from the BPhO as it is quite a prestigious event aimed at our country’s most able students. Our  
congratulations go to all who took part, and a special mention must be made for Russell and Andrew who both achieved  
certificates of merit based on their excellent scores. 



 

 

 

To launch World Space Week Mr Butcher delivered assemblies to year groups on the theme of ‘Careers in Space’. It was 
based on the United Launch Association’s ‘Cis-Lunar 1000’, the idea that in 30 years’ time there will be 1000 people working 
and living in space. Hopefully it inspired our students and has given them some ideas on possible future careers. The  
following link leads to a video that gives more information https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dQtQiL_hStE . 
 
There were also tutor time activities, distributed by Miss Knight, to build on these assemblies, enabling our students to 
look at particular ‘space jobs’ in more detail. Keep an eye on Magnus over the next decade, as we’ll be sure to have an  
article on the first GBHS student in space! 

Mr Huartson ran the Space Week inter-house competitions. The bottle rocket competition took place on Tuesday after 
school. Congratulations to Sam in Year 8 who won the prize for ‘furthest distance flown’ and Ben and Andrew in Year 8 who 
won ‘best looking rocket’. Callum and Sophie in Year 8 and Callum in Year 10 also got credits for their entries.  
 
 
There was also a model-building competition in recognition 
of the 50

th
 anniversary of the moon landing.  

 
There were many fantastic entries in 
one of the best-contested  
inter-house competitions of recent 
times.  
 
Well done to Myles in Year 9 for the 
moon landing model (1

st
 place),  

Meryem in Year 7 for the cake (2
nd

 
place), and 7E2 for the Apollo 11 
space rocket (3

rd
 place). 

Year 7 took part in special ‘Space Week’ lessons in the library, 
developing their research skills and finding out about space. 
They were then able to use their research as the basis of a 
poster to celebrate our knowledge of our solar system. There 
were some incredible pieces created, most notably a poster 
from Elena in Year 7. All the students enjoyed the bespoke 
lesson and our thanks go to the library staff for hosting the 
lessons and organising the resources. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dQtQiL_hStE


 

 

 

Biology Week activities were led by Dr Pratt and Mr Millar from Monday 14th October to Friday 18th October. Students could 
take part in a range of activities, including mini investigations in order to answer questions like ‘how do butterflies drink’ and 
‘why do slugs need slime’, as well as specific quizzes aimed at KS3 and KS4 and ‘Name all these biological pictures’  
competition. Well done to 7A1, 8A3 and 10A1 who got credits for being the first groups to get their correct answers to the  
library.  
 
Students were also especially excited to take part in our Dissection Workshop after school. A number of students took part in 
this activity which was designed to raise interest in anatomy and how it is all linked together, as well as in the medical  
sciences. This activity caused so much ‘buzz’ and interest that even 
members of staff from other departments could not resist stopping by 
to have a look. A lot of fun was had by all! Mr Millar and Dr Pratt guided 
the students through the process, giving them a chance to experience 
biology beyond the curriculum.  
The students had a great time doing it, learning lots in the process, and 
thankfully the smell has now subsided. 

As part of the cells topic taught in Year 7 Science, Mr Millar set his 
pupils a creative piece of homework, asking pupils to “design, 
make and label a plant cell” (with bonus credit available if pupils 
also made an animal cell). Students were left to interpret this task 
as they wished, being given free rein on how they presented their 
cells.  
The results across both of his classes (7B3 and 7G2) were  
outstanding, with pupils demonstrating their creative, baking and 
model building abilities in order to complete their homework.  
 
Credits were awarded to the top three pieces of work in each class 
judged by Mr Millar, Miss Wheeler and Miss Cutter, however due 
to the high standards, this proved a very difficult task.  
Congratulations to all winners.  
 
Mr Millar, Miss Wheeler & Miss Cutter 

7B3  
1st -  Simran 
2nd - Alfie 
3rd -  Ella 
3rd - Freddie  

7G2 
1st -    Asli 
2nd -  Lucy 
3rd -   Ted 
3rd -   Alfred 
3rd -   Mylee-Jade 



 

 

 

@GBHSSixthForm  

This has been a busy but productive half term in the Sixth Form. We welcomed more students than ever before at the start 
of the term and are proud that our Sixth Form now boasts almost 250 students. It is also lovely to see so many new  
students to the school, who were not in Great Baddow High School in Year 11, settling in so well.  
 
The curriculum meetings for both Year 12 and 13 was well attended and allowed parents to understand the demands of the 
Sixth Form as well as understanding aspects relating to each year group such as university destinations or well-being. 
Year 13 have been working on their future plans, considering university, apprenticeships or jobs and to support students, 
we welcomed a former Cambridge student who gave an inspiring talk on how to succeed in life. We have also run a  
‘Futures Day’ where students looked at university destinations or how to apply for Apprenticeships or jobs, with a number 
of local employers coming in to the school to support the students. As a follow up, careers advisors have provided one to 
one support. Much of our work has been in liaison with our Independent Careers Advisor, Deborah Anderson, who will  
continue to support students this half term.  
 
Year 12 and 13 also attend fortnightly lectures on particular areas of interest. This half term, we have had sessions on ‘Well 
Being’ and also on ‘Study skills’. Next half term, in response to student requests, we have invited in speakers to talk about 
politics and student finance. Our enrichment activities include yoga, football, basketball, photography, basic sign language 
and sessions on writing a C.V. These enrichment opportunities allow students to develop themselves in areas outside of 
their academic studies. We have also organised a ‘student voice’ to allow students to have their say on areas that will  
improve the Sixth Form. Students have also been able to access visits to Broomfield Hospital Chemotherapy unit, maths 
competitions and the Design Museum to help the Product Design students.  
As a Sixth Form, we also like to support charities and this half term students dressed in yellow to support Young Minds in 
their #HelloYellow campaign. Money raised was split between the Sixth Form and Young Minds.  
 
Finally, we have also just held our annual Sixth Form Open Evening which was really well attended, with students from 
Great Baddow as well as from a number of other schools. Our curriculum allows students the opportunity to study a variety 
of different course subjects and as such, students had lots of different departments they could visit to discuss their  
options. The evening was also well supported by our current Sixth Formers and we were delighted that one of our former  
students, Ellie Clifford, could come back and speak on how the Sixth Form had shaped her and allowed her to achieve her 
dream job in advertising.  
 
Mrs J Ferguson 
Head of Sixth Form 

https://twitter.com/GBHSSixthForm
https://twitter.com/GBHSSixthForm
http://bit.ly/SixthFormApplication
http://bit.ly/SixthFormApplication


 

 

 

The Extended Project Qualification teaches key high-level skills 
that individual A Level courses don't have time to include, and 
many students say it adds considerable interest to their Sixth 
Form programme. Students learn the value of organisation, 
time management and referencing, as well as crucial research 
skills.  This year, students have produced some very interesting 
topics including; who is the greatest male long distance  
runner of all time, effects of Instagram on mental health,  
similarities between dictators, economic behavioural theory 
and audience consumption, effects on German society after 
the fall of the Berlin Wall and Agent orange: to what  
extent is the US government to blame and should the British 
feel ashamed of their time in the Empire. All these subjects 
were chosen as specific outside interests where students 
wanted to learn more. It has been a pleasure watching their 
final presentations and learning from them. The EPQ students 
have mastered a range of academic skills which will prepare 
them well for life at university.  
Miss K Brookes, Head of Media 

On the 14th July, sixteen of our Sixth Form students set out on a three week adventure of a lifetime. The World Challenge 
trip to Thailand and Laos had been two years in the planning and on a drizzly Sunday morning, after rucksacks and  
backpacks were squeezed into the school minibuses, it was finally time to go. 
 
The challenge began as soon as we left Bangkok Airport. In sweltering heat and 100% humidity, navigating the hustle and 
bustle of Khaosan Road made Great Baddow High School seem a long way away. Over the course of the first few days we 
travelled north through Thailand, by taxi, minibus, boat, train and of course tuk tuk, fuelled all the way by Pad Thai, but 
only after a generous application of anti-bac. 
 
The middle part of the challenge saw us complete a 26km trek through the dense rainforest that dominates northern  
Thailand. The scenery was spectacular, but the terrain tough. We pulled together as a group and enjoyed every minute. 
The final phase of our trip began with a two day journey up the Mekong river to reach Luang Prabang. After two days  
exploring the city, we set off to meet the Khmu tribe. Staying for four nights among the village people, building a dormitory 
for the local school by day and learning their customs and traditions by night. Our hosts were the most welcoming people 
we had come across on our travels and this became almost everyone’s favourite part of trip. 
We’d like to say a massive khob-kun-Krub to World Challenge and out expedition leader Bryony. 



 

 

 

New for September 2020: Great Baddow High School Sixth Form Netball Academy in  
association with Saracens Mavericks. This two year, post-16, Netball Academy will enable 
students to study either three A Levels or choose a vocational course from a wide range of 
subjects. Alongside this, students will develop their netball skills, tactical awareness and 
fitness. This will allow students to maximise their netball potential whilst maintaining a 
high level of academic study.  



 

 

 

All Year 11 students met with the Careers Adviser in Year 10 and are now being  
offered a career guidance meeting. This is an opportunity to talk to an Independent 
Careers Adviser about their ideas for the future, options and pathways, subject  
choices and more. Whether they want to stay on in the Sixth Form, go to college, 
find an apprenticeship or are still undecided, they will need to start thinking about 
this now! Students will be notified of their appointment via their tutors and  
information is available to parents to help them prepare and get the best out of 
their meeting.  
 
If students or parents want to speak to, or arrange an appointment with the  
Careers Advisor, please email Deborah Anderson, Careers Adviser on  
careers@gbhs.co.uk .  
 
I will also be at the Sixth Form Open Evening. 
 
Mr J Faulkner 
Careers Leader 

mailto:careers@gbhs.co.uk


 

 

 

Advertising Sales Driving School Joinery Photography 
Architecture Engineering Kitchen Designer Property Manager 
Automotive Financial Services Law Enforcement Retail 

Banking French Polisher Legal Advice School 
Beauty Furniture Design Local Authority Steel Industry 

Broadcasting Hairdressing Manufacturing Structural Engineering 
Builders Highway Transportation Marketing Therapy 

Care Hospital Ministry of Defence Transport 
Catering Insurance Brokers Nursery University 

Commercial Printing International Charity Painting and Decorating Window Cleaning 

This half term kicked off with our first ever “Take your child to work day” event. Over 100 Year 8 students spent the day with 
a family member or family friend in their place of work. It was a great opportunity for them to get first-hand experience of 
life in the workplace. Below are just some of the areas of work some of our students were able to experience: 

Workplace journals  
Every student in a placement was provided with a journal to log their  
experience and prompt them with questions to get the most out of the 
day. It has been wonderful to read about the amazing time the students 
had.  
A huge congratulations to the winners of the best work journals. You  
clearly had an unforgettable time and put a lot of effort into your  
workplace journal. Twenty-six students were selected for their amazing 
journals and received a special Careers Certificate in celebration of their 
effort. Six students showed a truly incredible level of effort are were also  
deserving of a Headteacher Commendation. 

Aidan H 8E1 Chloe A 8H3 Jessica G 8E1 Rachel N 8H2 

Alexander H 8A1 
Dee Dee S 8H1  

(Headteacher Commendation) Lauren I 8H1 Rebecca S 8E1 

Amber W 8A1 
Ella T 8E2 

(Headteacher Commendation) Layla M 8E3 Ritika G 8E1 

Amelie W 8A1 
Ellen S 8H3 

(Headteacher Commendation) 
Lisa L 8H1 

(Headteacher Commendation) Robert P 8H1 

Anahera D 8E1 Emma C 8H3 Megan P 8H3 Ronnie E 8E3 

Arnie L 8H3 Hannah E 8A1 
Millie C 8H1 

(Headteacher Commendation) Sophia H 8A2 

Ava C 8H3 Jake F 8H3 Millie P 8E1 
Tom B 8E3 

(Headteacher Commendation) 

Ben S 8H3 James R 8E3 Oliver B 8A2 Zander H 8A2 



 

 

 

Students can often be worried and confused about deciding on a career while at school, when in fact it is important for 
them to see that a career is something that can, and will change many times throughout their lives. What better way to  
demonstrate this than by looking at our own Great Baddow High School staff and their education and changing careers 
that lead them here. 

 
 

Mr J Faulkner 
Teacher of Computing and ICT 
Careers Leader 
University 
Kings College London 
University of Hertfordshire 
Degree 
BSc (Hons) Computer Science (Artificial Intelligence) 
A Levels 
ICT / Physics / Chemistry / Electronics  

Career History Top 5 Transferable skills 

Teacher of Computing 
Freelance Excel Consultant 

Supply Teacher 
Student Tutor 

University student ambassador 
Ranch Hand / Wrangler 

Bartender 
Nurseryman 

Problem solving 
Work Ethic 

People Skills 
Critical Thinking 

Creativity 

If you would like more information about any of the job roles or education paths please feel 
free to contact Mr Faulkner at fln@gbhs.co.uk. 

mailto:fln@gbhs.co.uk


 

 

 

Our Year 13 drama students led an excellent workshop with Year 10 
drama students this month, teaching them how to improvise  
successfully and confidently. Year 13 planned different tasks based on 
their own experience in lessons with improvising and research they 
had carried out. Year groups working collaboratively with one another 
is an invaluable way of sharing skills and building relationships. This 
was a fantastic event and all students were a credit to the  
department.  
 
Events: 
October 12th, 5pm - Year 13 trip to London Improvisation Theatre 
Company  
October 17th, 4pm - Blood Brothers Performance - HNC class  
October 22nd, 4pm - Blood Brothers Performance - MNL class  
November 6th  - Year 12 & 13 Drama Workshop with Stage Actor  
November 14th, 5pm - Year 10 Devised Performance Evening  
November 21st, 12pm - Year 11 Blood Brothers Trip to Orchard Theatre 
December 14th, 9-2pm - Wizard of Oz rehearsal all cast members. 

Our Year 12 students have the opportunity on a Wednesday to 
assist in some lessons as part of their 'enrichment hour.' We 
have welcomed various Sixth Formers over the weeks, not just 
those studying drama, but also those who have an avid  
interest in helping out with practical lessons.  
This has enabled students from all different year groups to  
benefit from having the guidance and support of the older 
students and promote positive relationships across different 
age groups.  
 
We are also delighted that our BTEC Acting students have  
volunteered to help direct our school show this year,  
The Wizard of Oz!  

On Saturday 12th October, we took our Year 13 students to London to watch a live Improvisation night, 
in the style of ‘Whose Line is it Anyway?’ Students have been studying the art of improvising in class, 
researching and presenting the different forms of improvising and taking part in workshops. This was 
an excellent opportunity to see live improvising, with audience participation, and a chance to see Miss 
Hinchcliffe on stage when she was picked on! A fantastic experience!  

It was lovely to see our Year 
10 and 12 students working  
together at Open Evening.  
 
We had a very busy evening 
and were grateful to our 
Year 12s for their support 
when speaking to parents 
to  inform them of  
everything we have to offer 
in drama.  



 

 

 

Our Year 11s are busy rehearsing for their  
performance of Willy Russell's Blood Brothers 
this term. Pupils have been working on their 
set text all term, learning lines, singing the 
lyrics and preparing all of the costume, set 
and props. This has been a fantastic  
opportunity for the Year 11s to explore their 
set text practically and get a deeper  
understanding of the characters. They will be 
writing about this play in their written exam, 
and also seeing it performed live at the  
Orchard Theatre in Kent in November.  

Our Year 12 acting students performed their ‘Theatre of Cruelty’ piece in October to one of our Year 10 classes. The Year 12s 
have been studying the practitioner Antonin Artaud and devised their own piece based on his methods. This was an excellent 
opportunity for the Year 10s to watch the older students’ work and ask questions about the BTEC course. It was a well-crafted 
piece of performance work and Year 10 were a fantastic audience.  



 

 

 

CIPHER CHALLENGE code breaking club (H6): Run by K.Hrabak  
EVERYONE WELCOME! 

THURSDAYS, after school 3:15-4:30 
 

WE HAVE STARTED FOR THE 2019 CHALLENGE  AND THE STUDENTS CRACKED THE FIRST CODE IN THREE MINUTES AND THE  
SECOND ONE IN SEVEN MINUTES FLAT!!! 

 
This is what Archie, one of the students and code breaker wrote: 
 

"....I think that code-breaking club is a brilliant idea, I thoroughly enjoyed the club and I wish more people joined in!! I 
feel that there are more code-crackers out there who would help us out to crack all the codes. The club was brilliant 
and I had a thrilling time. Me and my friend Jack were talking about it all the way home. I can't wait for the next one!" 

 
Maths Cipher Club is mainly attended by pupils from Years 7-9 but senior students also attend. Our GBHS maths cipher team 
is taking part in an annual international Cipher Challenge competition organised by Southampton and Cambridge  
universities where students compete to break a series of codes in the fastest time possible. The competition is organised 
into eight challenges, which are further subdivided into parts A and B. The part A challenge consists of a relatively simple  
cryptogram that is intended for beginning cryptographers. In later challenges the cryptograms become harder to break. In 
the past, part A cryptograms have been encrypted with the Caesar cipher, the Affine cipher, the Keyword cipher, the  
Transposition cipher, the Vigenère cipher and the 2x2 Hill cipher. 
 
The part B challenges are intended to be harder. These begin with relatively simple substitution ciphers, including the Bacon 
cipher and Polybius square, before moving on to transposition ciphers, Playfair ciphers and polyalphabetic ciphers such as 
the Vigenère cipher, the Autokey cipher and the Alberti cipher. 

This half term we have held three curriculum evenings, 
each of these designed to assist us in working together 
with parents to ready our students for the year ahead.  
The Year 10 evening explained the new Key Stage Four  
format; what to expect in terms of workload, assessments 
and how to lay good foundations for Year 11.  
Our Year 11 Revision Evening focused on how to maximise 
learning this year and how students with our and parents 
support can ready themselves for success in the PPE’s and 
final exams.  
Whilst our Year 9 evening explained our ambition for our  
students and how important it is to embed skills and 
sound learning methods across all subjects.  
Details and information shared at these evenings are  
available  on Edulink. 
Mrs A Mills 
Deputy Headteacher 



 

 

 

On Tuesday 15th October the Year 12 Health and Social Care students co-led the Teddy ‘Lympics 
event at Melbourne Athletics Centre with Chelmsford Sports Partnership. The event welcomed local 
primary schools to bring teams to compete in the teddy ‘lympics indoor challenges to develop their 
throwing, balancing and other physical skills. The children also took part in art activities decorating 
their teddy masks for the parade.  
The students excelled themselves during the day and ran both a morning and an afternoon session, 
having responsibility for their own school. Teachers accompanying the children commented on 
how they were a credit to Great Baddow High School and how they showed strong leadership skills 
throughout the day. 

On Wednesday 16th October the Health and Social Care students ran a charity cake sale in aid of 
Broomfield Hospital Chemotherapy Unit. Students baked and bought their own cakes to sell to 
staff and students and a giant chocolate cake was baked for the raffle.  
The students would like to thank staff and students for their kind contributions and are pleased 
to announce that the winner of the cake raffle was Mr Gibbon. So far the girls have raised in the 
region of £140 to go towards resources to support the patients receiving their chemotherapy 
treatment at the unit. 

On Tuesday 24th September the Year 13 Health and Social 
Care students were invited in to visit the Chemotherapy Unit 
at Broomfield Hospital. The students had chosen this unit as 
their charity of the year and will be fundraising this year to 
raise money for patients accessing the support and  
treatment at the unit. On arrival students were welcomed by 
the Lead McMillan Consultant Nurse who gave them a tour 
of the unit and introduced them to staff and patients. It was 
explained how the unit supports patients from the moment 
of diagnosis through to end of their treatment cycles.  
Students were then paired with a chemotherapy nurse for an 
hour to shadow their work with the patients. Students were 
able to observe the administration of treatments to patients, 
blood sample analysis and the rigorous processes and  
protocols surrounding the administration of the drugs.  
Students learnt that each drug was unique to the  

individual and was made up especially for them. They also 
had the opportunity to talk to patients about their journey 
who were overwhelmingly pleased to speak to them about 
their experiences and treatments. Before they left students 
were taken to visit the MacMillan hub to speak to the  
MacMillan support workers who provide information for 
people diagnosed with cancer and offer a safe space for 
them to talk and be listened too. The students left the unit 
with a completely different idea of what a chemotherapy 
unit would be like and a bit of a temptation to consider  
specialising in chemotherapy nursing as a career. Students 
are hard at work now, with their Year 12 peers, planning the 
first fundraising event and they will send out more details of 
how students, staff and parents can help support their 
worthwhile efforts in the next few weeks. 



 

 

 

Great Baddow High School had the privilege of having the  
author Steve Cole visit. Steve has written many books over the 
years including the Astrosaurs, Young Bond and Cows In  
Action series as well as some original Doctor Who books. 
While here, Steve held a workshop with Mrs O’Dell’s English 
group and gave them some tips on writing.  They then tried 
writing some poetry, examples of which can be seen here.   
Steve also spoke to the whole of Year 7 about his books and 
explained how one of the ways he gets inspiration for his 
books is by looking at photos.  For example, for his Young 
Bond series of books he has to come up with gadgets which 
could have possibly been around at the time the books are 
set.  He went out and found pictures from that era of bizarre 

inventions which the students loved seeing and this helped 
him with ideas for the inventions in the books.   
Steve then held a session with students from two of our local 
primary schools, Beehive Lane and Baddow Hall.  He gave 
them some tips on writing by getting them to create a  
monster and asking them to describe what the monster felt 
like, looked like, sounded like etc.  The students came up with 
some brilliant answers.  Steve also sang songs which the  
students could join in.  
Steve made us all laugh and think and was a joy to have visit.   

I fell into a hole so deep 

and landed on some magical sheep. 

I tried to find a way back out, 

then I had lots of doubt. 

But clearly it was far too late 

then I rang my mate, Nate. 

I thought I had a chance 

then the magical sheep wanted to dance. 

After I saw a magical mole 

maybe I want to stay in this hole. 

And I want to stay with my mole. 

Rhianna 

I fell into a hole so deep 
that I had to leap my way out.  
I tried to find a way back out 

so I had to shout for help. 
But clearly it was far too late for hate. 

Can anyone hear me, 
will anyone ever see me. 

Elena 

Steve Cole author visit.   
By Jack C and Alex F 

 
Steve Cole, the eccentric author, came to Great Baddow 
High School to give us a talk about his books.  
He has written many books such as: Doctor Who, Young 
Bond, Z. Rex, the Astrosaurs and many other children’s 
books.  
 
During our assembly he was hilarious by putting on funny 
voice expressions (one was a caveman!). He also showed us 
Bond’s gadgets such as a knife in pencil, the lipstick that’s 
disguised as a gun and a pen that was a gun (don’t use 
these at school)!  
 
He made us all laugh and literally enchanted us by telling 
us about his life and career and how he has to roll over and 
reach out of his bed for his laptop and rolls back into his 
bed to start the day.  
 
Pretty easy isn’t it? But he has to think and edit for his  
latest book Young Bond: Red Nemesis. 



 

 

 

Every year we take part in the Juniper Book Awards (previously 
named the Essex Book Awards).  This is an event involving 
schools from across Essex.  Six books are nominated for the 
award and students will read as many of the six books as  
possible over the next few months before individually voting 
for their winner.  The winner will then be announced at an 
awards ceremony in the New Year.   
The launch is a great opportunity for students to be the first 
to learn what the six book nominations will be this year, as 

well as a chance to interact with students from other schools.  
Students perform dramas from each of the books to get to 
know the books a little before deciding which to read first.  It 
is also an opportunity for students to read books that they 
would not normally pick up and while this can seem daunting 
to some at the start, students usually find at least one or two 
books that they enjoy from a different genre to those they 
would normally read. 

“I really enjoyed this event because it gave me the opportunity to 
do different things and meet new people. I really liked the way 
the different activities were set out. I enjoy reading but I always 
read similar books so I found it nice to be given a set of books I 
probably wouldn’t have read, but after being in the library and 
learning a bit about the books I want to read them all! So in  
conclusion I really enjoyed the whole experience and I will look 
forward to reading the books.” 
By Ava C 

“Today was a very fun day as I got to interact and work with lots 
of different schools. Not only did the schools interact with each 
other, they got to perform in front of others and their friends. 
There was a lady named Alison who was talking to us about  
different books and told you never to judge a book by a cover. We 
got to work with lots of other students from lots of schools. It 
was a very fun and exciting day as you got to greet different  
people and interact with them.” 
By Chloe A 

“Today we hosted the Juniper Books Awards. We got a first look 
at the competing books and interacted with many schools. The 
schools being: Great Baddow, Moulsham, Helana Romanes, 
KEGS, Brentwood, Davenent and Sweyne Park.  
From the view of a student librarian, this was an enlightening 
experience, being able to work with such a variety of people 
ranging in age. It provided an amazing social experience and 
skills that will help me through life. It also teaches teamwork 
and leadership skills, basic skills for any future job or career. 
Each drama was thought through and each extract specifically 
chosen. Despite some children being reluctant to take part at 
first, they quickly became aware of the welcoming environment 
and became more forthcoming. Everyone was enthusiastic 
about the books, as many of them were passionate readers. The 
shortlist was expertly chosen, and every child left with a smile 
on their face.” 
By Giorgia W 
 

All Year 7s in school are invited to take part in our Stretch and Challenge scheme.  This is a list of books which we feel 
would challenge students with their reading.  We also have three extension books for stronger readers, three quick read 
books and one termly recommended read.  This term's recommended read is Pride and Prejudice as put forward by Miss 
Coffey, Head of Year 7.  There are different versions available for this book, to suit all reading abilities, including graphic 
novel and quick read versions.   
The list of books is a good way for students who are stuck reading the same book, to find a new book that may interest 
them.  If a student reads a book and enjoys it then we also have a list of ‘What to read next’ books to help them keep  
going.  The full list of books from the Stretch and Challenge scheme can be found in the back of students Reading Record 
Books. 
Students do not have to read from the list but if they do choose a book from the list, then complete and enter one of the 
challenges, they will be rewarded credits with a prize being awarded at the end of the term for the best entry. 
We also have recommended reading lists for all other year groups, these can be accessed via our library database –  
Accessit. 



 

 

 

As a result of school council meetings, GBHS has signed up to the ‘Terracycle Crisp Packet  
Recycling Scheme’. 
A bin has been placed in the diner specifically for any brand of crisp packets (sorry no other  
wrappers, crisp tubes, popcorn bags, pretzel bags or meat snacks bags).  
The collected crisp packets will then be sent to be recycled. Once received by Terracycle, the crisp 
packets are separated by plastic type, cleaned, and extruded into plastic pellets to make new  
recycled products. We hope to develop more recycling schemes in the future to help make our 
school environment, as well as the world a better place. 
 
If you eat crisps at home, please consider saving up your packets and dropping them into school 
in bulk for us. 

At the end of last term Mrs Williams and Mrs Burdon had the 
privilege of meeting Dave Cooke, the founder of the original 
shoebox campaign that became Operation Christmas Child 
(later to be run by Samaritan’s Purse).  Dave set up Teams4U 
in 2006 and has successfully delivered ‘Love in a Box’ to  
children in Eastern Europe as well as campaigns in Uganda to 
provide sanitation facilities to children in schools to help  
decrease illness through dirty water supplies and help to keep 
children in school, as well as vocational training aimed at 
providing young women in Sierra Leone with the skills to help 
them learn a trade and run a business. 
 
The money raised by Mrs Williams and Mrs Burdon from their 
annual plant sale this year amounted to £1300.  As there will 
be a break in putting shoeboxes together this autumn, they 
were able to present a cheque for £500 to Dave to use for the 
‘Love in a Box’ project or one of the other campaigns. The 
staff at Great Baddow High School really got behind the sale 
this year and helped to make this possible. 
 
Mr Cooke told us that he intends to use the money to  
purchase a water tank for one of the schools in Uganda so the 

children have safe access to hand washing facilities and will 
let us know when it is installed. We are thrilled to be able to 
support Teams4U this year in this way.  
  

We run a few different clubs in the library during lower school lunch.   Please do come along and try one!  If students attend 
any of the clubs in the library, they may bring their lunch in with them to eat. 
Book Buddies 
Book Buddies runs every Friday lunch time.  This is a book club with a difference.  Some students don’t like to read or, find 
reading difficult, but still enjoy a good story and so at this club, Mrs Harris and Mrs Messin read a book out loud while the 
students just sit back, relax and enjoy. 
Book Discussion Club 
This club runs twice per term during Thursday lunch times.  Students will be asked to read the same book or to choose 
books of a certain topic.  Once finished they will then discuss the books they have read and occasionally take part in  
activities based on the stories.  This club also runs for upper school students too. 
Debating Club 
Topics to be discussed range widely and students may put forward their own topics too.  The aim is for students to be able 
to feel at ease talking in front of other students and to learn to argue their view on particular subjects with confidence.  
Students will be given the next topic at the end of each session so they have time to go away and research more about the 
topic.  Debating Club will run once per term on a Thursday lunch time. 
Scrabble Club 
We have a very competitive Scrabble league in the Library.  Students play in groups with the highest scorer each term  
winning a prize and having their name put on the Scrabble League Board.  Scrabble Club takes place three times per term 
during a Thursday lunch time. 



 

 

 

Our students have all had an 
incredible start to the  
academic year. Pupils in all 
age groups across all classes 
are working hard and  
demonstrating our  
departmental focus for the 
year: friendship, respect and 
excellence.  
 
Through the curriculum all 
classes have been fully  
focused on their learning and 
always strive to be their best. 
We take great pride in our PE 
uniform and our high  
expectations remain. Can we 
remind you that even if your 
child can not take part in PE, 
they should bring their PE kit 
to each lesson as they can 
take on an alternative role 

within the class.  
The extra-curricular  
programme continues to 
thrive with students being  
offered a huge number of 
clubs and competitions to 
take part in. We have already 
had many successes in a 
range of competitions as well 
as competing in friendly  
fixtures. Our students  
continue to learn through 
training and competition and 
their success is a reflection of 
the hard work that they put 
in. I am very pleased to report 
that out first combined boys 
and girls tour took place at 
the start of October, with Year 
8 boys football and Year 9 
girls netball going to Jersey. 
They played against local 

sides in Jersey as well as  
absorb the atmosphere and 
enjoy this cohesive  
experience. My thanks go to 
Mr Russell, Mr Merrett, Miss 
Freeman and Miss Smith who 
accompanied the students on 
this trip. 
 
After half term we will be 
starting our water confidence 
class on a Wednesday  
After school which is to  
support pupils who are less 
confident in the water.  
Students will have been  
identified from their  
swimming lessons and  
invited to this club. This is run 
by a specialist swimming 
teacher who is very  
experienced and we  

encourage your child if  
invited to attend this.  
 
This year Miss Freeman is 
overseeing the Elite Sports 
Students, which is designed 
to promote the success and  
support where required for 
students who are competing 
at County level or above in 
their respective sports. If you 
have any questions relating to 
this, please contact Miss  
Freeman directly: 
fre@gbhs.co.uk  
 
The PE team thanks you all for 
your continued support and 
wishes you all a happy half 
term.  
Mrs K Davis 
Head of PE Faculty 

Jersey was the most amazing trip I have ever been on; we 
made new friends, had a laugh and most importantly  
competed in netball and football. After going through the 
most stressful part, which was getting us all through the  
airport, we boarded the plane, where we sat with new people 
and made new friends. As soon as we landed, we went to our 
first fixture against schools we had never played against  
before, Victoria College for the boys and Beaulieu Convent for 
the girls. We worked as a team and played in new positions 
and played with students some of us had never played with 
before. All the teachers supported us on the side and gave us 
the encouragement to go and win.  
 
Once we had finished our fixtures, we were rewarded with a 
Burger King. After dinner, we headed back to the hotel, where 
we had an hour in our rooms to talk, although after all the 
hard work from the fixtures we were all worn out. On Friday, 
after an early start, we headed down to breakfast. The food 
was great, there was fruit and yoghurt, or a cooked breakfast 
and croissants. Then we headed to the pool, before our final 
fixtures, to relax and get ready. Our final fixture was tough, 
GBHS versus Jersey College for girls, but we stuck together as 
a team and tried our best. Then we went to KFC and the  
arcades, before going to support the boys at their match  
versus Le Roquier school. We had fun and a laugh and  
encouraged the boys to keep working hard.  
On Friday night, it was the Bella Italia meal we had all been 
looking forward too. This was the time we got to know not 
only each other but the teachers too. As a Year 9 student, you 
don’t really get time to talk to Year 8’s, so this was the time 
to make new friends. On our final day, we got the chance to 
walk around the town, and do some shopping if we wanted 
too. Then we went to the beach, where we played football as 
a big group, boys against girls. The Café was our final meal as 
a big group, we enjoyed the food and sat in a conservatory 
room where we could all talk to each other and discuss how 

much fun we had. Our final activity was bowling, we were in 
groups and all competed together. Overall, it was the best 
weekend for fun , teamwork and to play matches against new 
teams with new people. 
 
Student Report: Zoe N (9H2) 

mailto:fre@gbhs.co.uk


 

 

 

Welcome back! I’d like to start 
the new year off celebrating 
the success of the end of last 
term. On Wednesday 10th July 
we took nine dancers and one 
singer to the Chelmsford 
Schools’ Gotta Dance Festival 
held at the Civic Theatre. This 
was a fantastic evening of 
students from a range of 
schools sharing dance and 
our students did us very 
proud. We performed  
cohesive dance performances 
which were powerful and  
precise. The students  
thoroughly enjoyed the  
evening and are looking  
forward to next summer’s 
show. We are also looking 
forward to welcoming back 
the gymnastics, trampoline 
and dance performance which 
will take place in  
December. Miss Smith is 
working hard with a range of 
pupils to put this show  
together.  
 
After the excitement of the 
last academic year coming to 
an end, the new term has  
begun once again with  
numerous extra-curricular 
clubs running for all age 
groups. As usual we offer 
something for everyone to 
take part in. The participation 
levels have been fantastic and 

the hard work that students 
have been putting into  
training has clearly paid off 
with successful results in  
early fixtures.  
 
The Year 7 girls have enjoyed a 
number of fixtures already in 
football, netball and  
basketball. Their commitment 
to training has been very 
good across all activities. The 
Year 8 girls have enjoyed early 
netball fixtures and are fully 
prepared to kick start their 
football and basketball  
competitive season. Our U13 
football team enjoyed Essex 
Cup success as they won their 
opening game and progress 
to the next stage of the  
competition. Students in all 
year groups have enjoyed 
cross country competitions 
and fully commit themselves 
to running hard each time.  
 
The Year 9 teams have started 
how they finished last year 
which is very positive. They 
have already had many  
fixtures which have been very 
exciting in both football and 
netball. Their netball  
continues to be very strong as 
they qualified for the County 
Round of the National  
Competition and were  
successful in their first Essex 

Cup game progressing 
through to the next round. 
They await their first  
basketball games in both the 
MESSSA and Essex Cup  
competitions. Year 10 and 11 
girls continue to access the 
extra-curricular programme. 
They look forward to their up 
and coming fixtures over the 
next half term. Our Sixth Form 
girls continue to enjoy  
playing netball and they look 
forward to the first round of 
their National competition 
which takes place in  
November.  
 
We look forward to our  
swimming teams starting 
their campaign in the pool in 
the district league and galas. 
We are also very pleased to 
report that both our Junior 
and Inter teams performed 
fantastically well in the  
National Swimming galas 
that took place in September. 
They were all a credit to the 
school on such a big stage in 
competitive swimming.  
 
Teams in all age groups have 
many more league, Essex Cup 
and National fixtures coming 
up in a range of activities. Can 
we remind students to check 
the team sheets and ensure 
they inform parents/carers of 

when they should be  
collected from school. If there 
are any changes made to 
clubs during the week a  
message will be put up on the 
PE reception screen to inform 
them.  
Although we offer a number 
of competitive opportunities 
for students to take part in, 
we also provide many  
opportunities for them to 
enjoy taking part in physical 
activities and compete in 
friendly fixtures. We would 
like to encourage anyone who 
has not tried a club in the PE 
department to come along 
and give one a go. Our clubs 
are fun and open to everyone 
to join in. We would also like 
to remind pupils that if they 
would like to play in fixtures 
against other teams we ask 
them to attend all the  
required training sessions, 
and to inform a member of 
the PE staff if they cannot 
make a session.  
Finally we would like to thank 
you all for your support in the 
PE department. We have been 
very pleased with the  
excellent start to the year.  
Follow us on Twitter 
@gbhssports 
 
Mrs K Davis 
Head PE Faculty 

On Friday 8th November Year 9 students are organising a Race Night from 7pm until 10pm in Primer Hall to raise funds for the Year 9  
Basketball Team going to the USA in April. 
 
Tickets are £3.00 pp and a Family ticket is £12.00 up to 5. Guests are invited to bring their own food and drink for the evening and children 
are welcome. However, you may wish to have an evening off and let your hair down. 
 
The event will have a huge variety of races throughout the evening and chances to win money on the night. Plus there will be a silent 
auction and a raffle. 
Tickets must be purchased in advance from Jenni McFaull, email: jenni.sullivan@live.com. Limited numbers are available so don't delay 
get your tickets or risk the chance of missing a great night out. 

mailto:jenni.sullivan@live.com


 

 

 

Welcome back to all on what 
has been an excellent start 
to the 2019/20 academic 
year already in Boys PE. We 
welcome our new Year 7  
intake who have made a 
great start and welcome 
back all years from 8-13 who 
hopefully look forward to 
another enjoyable year with 
us in many different forms 
of sport, whether it is  
competing for a school 
team, taking part in an extra
-curricular club or following 
our extensive school  
curriculum during lessons. 
Year 7 have made a really 
positive start to their  
journey at Great Baddow. 
The boys have played a wide 
range of fixtures against 
Shenfield, Southend and 
King John in football. While 
also competing in a rugby 
festival at St Martins school 
and a basketball friendly 
against St. John Payne 
school in the first half term. 
Although a number of these 

fixtures have been friendlies 
on Saturday mornings, the 
boys have enjoyed playing in 
a host of A, B and C team 
fixtures.  
Years 8 – 13 have continued 
where they left off at the end 
of the last academic year, 
showing hard work and  
commitment to school team 
fixtures and training across 
all sports in A and B team 
fixtures where applicable. 
These sports have included 
football, rugby, basketball 
cross country, table tennis, 
badminton, golf and  
trampoline. As the clocks 
change and winter draws in,  
basketball will start to  
gather momentum in the 
coming weeks after half 
term with many district, 
county and national  
matches taking place.  
Well done to both the Junior 
and Inter-Boys cross country 
teams who competed in the 
first round of the national 
school’s cross country cup at 

Felsted School and we are 
awaiting confirmation of 
hopefully progressing to the 
next round in both age 
groups. Greg M and Jake B 
deserve special mentions 
with exceptional individual 
performances saw them  
finish first 

 
and sixth 

respectively in a strong field 
of well over eighty students 
in each race.  
Congratulations must also 
go to a number of boys who 
have been selected to  
represent Mid Essex and  
Essex in a range of football 
fixtures for district and 
county sides.  
On the first weekend of  
October, we had the  
pleasure of taking fourteen 
Year 8 boys across to Jersey 
in the Channel Islands for 
our annual football tour. The 
boys performed excellently 
in both matches played and 
were a real credit to the 
school throughout.  
Students will change  

activities for PE after half 
term. Can we please ask that 
students check the  
Programmes of Study board 
to ensure they know what 
activity they will be doing 
and that they have the  
correct PE kit. It is essential 
that students dress  
appropriately for PE. We have 
been very pleased with how 
they have embraced the  
extra-curricular programme 
in this short half term. We 
would still like to encourage 
anyone who has not tried a 
club in the PE department to 
come along and give one a 
go. Our clubs are fun and 
open to everyone to join in.  
We would like to take this 
opportunity to thank the 
students for their continued 
hard work and also parents 
for your support in bringing 
your children to clubs and 
collecting them.  
Mr A Russell 
Head of Boys’ PE 
 

Our Elite Sports Students have had an incredible summer and 
start to the academic of training and competing. We are  
delighted to say that the number of students on the Elite 
Sport Support Programme (ESSP) continues to increase.  
Students are regularly updating us on all of their high level 
successes and feel supported from the PE department and 
school to reach a healthy balance between training,  
competitions and school life.  
As part of the ESSP, in November, there will be a Strength and 
Conditioning Workshop for our Elite Students to attend. We 
believe this is important to help them build knowledge on 
how to strengthen muscles, tendons, ligaments and joints, 
which will lead to fewer injuries. 
Students on this programme are competing at County level 
or above in their respective sport.  
Please do keep us updated on your son/daughter’s success in 
any sport and if you believe they should be part of this  
programme, contact the PE department to find out more. 
Here are some of our students’ most recent successes: 
Harrison (Year 7) – competed recently in the England karate 
club championships, He won Gold in his individual kumite 
event and Silver in his team rotation. This was a great 
achievement for Harrison as he is in large categories with 
very tough competition. 
Albert (Year7) - currently holds ten qualifying County times 
for the 2020 Essex championships and 2 Regional 2020 sum-
mer meet times. 
Cait (Year 7) – competed at the Regional Swimming  
Championships, and is now Regional Champion, for 200m  
Butterfly and 400 IM as well as coming second in the 200 IM 
and third in the 100m Butterfly. 

Harry (Year 8) - has been invited to join the RYA UK winter 
squad for sailing. He will also be invited to attend some  
international regattas as part of the GBR team.    
Jorja (Year 8) - won Essex County Level 6 Vault Champion 2019 
at Colchester Gymnastics recently. 
Luke (Year 9) – competed in the English Karate  
Championships and placed Gold in Kata and Gold in Kumite. 
Hannah (Year 9) - recently ranked as one of the top three  
divers in her age group in the UK and has been invited to a GB 
Diving Assessment camp. If she's selected this will put her on 
rolling annual programme with potential to compete at  
international level. 
Maisey (Year 10) - was invited to trial for London Pulse Under 
17's netball team. After a second trial, she was successfully 
selected from a group of 400 candidates, she is also the 
youngest athlete picked. 
May (Year 10) – recently competed in the Essex Senior Winter 
Championships and came first in 50m Butterfly which is an 
Essex Junior record. May also came 4th at National Inter 
Counties Championship for 100m Butterfly also setting a new 
‘ladies short course Open record’ for Chelmsford Swimming 
Club. 
Oskar (Year11) -  participated in the 04 National Academy for 
water polo in Hungary.  During this week he played against 
teams from Hungary, Russia and the UK. 
Dan (Year 11) - Daniel has made tremendous progress so far in 
2019 to just below Elite National levels, his upcoming  
competitions include the Alpen Cup Austria November 2019, 
the League Finals Derby November 2019 and the Welsh  
Championship December 2019. 
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Please ensure you acquaint yourself with the 

school’s procedures around punctuality and 

attendance  

 

Punctuality 

A very small minority of students continue to be 

late to school.  All students should be on the school 

premises by 8:40 a.m. Morning registration starts at 

8:45 a.m.  Arriving punctually to lessons is also very 

important to enable lessons to start on 

time.  Students who are late for school may be 

given a 30-minute detention to be served after 

school, the following day. 

 

Signing-In 

If your child is late for school or late due to 

attending a medical or other appointment, they 

must have a note signed by you.  Failure to produce 

a note could result in your child receiving a late 

detention.  Late arrivals must always sign in at 

student administration. 

 

Signing-Out 

If your child needs to sign out of school, for 

example to attend a medical or dental 

appointment, they must have a signed note from 

you which they must also ask their tutor to initial. 

Your child must then bring the note to the Student 

Administration office in order to sign out. Students 

are not allowed to leave the school site without 

permission.  

Year 7 students are required to be collected from 

reception they cannot walk out unaccompanied. 

 

 

 

Reporting Student Absences 

Please ensure a clear detailed message giving a 

specific reason for absence, is left on our 24-hour 

absence voicemail system by 8.45 a.m. each day. If 

a specific detailed reason is not given, the absence 

may be unauthorised, which could lead to further 

action.  If you wish to speak to a member of staff 

regarding your child’s reason for absence, please 

make a separate call and speak to the appropriate 

member of staff.  Unfortunately, we are unable to 

accept emails as a method of reporting student 

absence unless this is by specific arrangement.  

 

Holiday Absence 

Fines continue to be levied from parents taking 

their children out of school for holidays during term 

time and for other unauthorised absence.  Please do 

not put the school in the embarrassing position of 

having to refuse requests for leave during  

term-time.   

 

Illness 

Please remind your son or daughter that if they feel 

unwell they should (with permission from the 

teacher, if in class,) report to the Student 

Administration Office and must not contact their 

parents.  It is the role of the office staff to contact 

parents if it is considered necessary to do so. 

Thank you for your co-operation in these matters. 

 
Mr M Copping 
Assistant Headteacher - Behaviour and Safety 
 

 

 



 

 

 

SCHOOL TERM DATES AND HOLIDAYS 2019/20 

Day Date School Activity  (WEEK A) 

Monday 4 Nov 1515-1600  – Music Competition heats 
1730-1830 – Ski trip parents’ evening in Common Room  
Year 11 pre-public exams begin  

Tuesday 5 Nov 0930-1005 – DEAR session 
1515-1600 – Music Competition heats  

Wednesday 6 Nov 1515-1600 – Music Competition heats  

Thursday 7 Nov 1800 Music Competition Concert in Drama Studio 
Year 13 Termly grade on Edulink 

Friday 8 Nov 1900-2200 – Year 9 Basketball USA trip fundraiser – Race Night  

Sports Fixtures are updated on the website weekly 

AUTUMN TERM 

Half Term:   Monday 28th October to Friday 1st November 2019 
Term Ends:   Thursday 19th December 2019 

  

SPRING TERM 

Term Begins:  Monday 6th January 2020 
Half Term:   Monday 17th to Friday 21st February 2020 
Term Ends:   Friday 3rd April 2020 

  

SUMMER TERM 
Term Begins:  Monday 20th April 2020 
Bank Holiday:  Friday 8th May 2020  
Half Term:   Monday 25th May to Friday 29th May 2020 
Term Ends:   Friday 17th July 2020 
Inset Day Three:  Monday 20th July 2020 
Inset Day Four:  Tuesday 21st July 2020 
Inset Day Five:  Wednesday 22nd July 2020 

Please ensure that appointment cards and or letters for booked medical appointments are given to Student  
Admin at the earliest opportunity and not as students are signing out for appointments.  This will ensure that all 
relevant staff are made aware and can allow students to leave class promptly. 

The school has joined the First Bus Group ‘Student Travel Scheme’. The scheme enables students to take advantage of  
discounted student travel. We have been advised by First that the tickets are now available to purchase via their Student 
Travel Club (STC) website.   
A dedicated web page www.firstgroup.com/STC has been set up which will provide details of how a parent can register to the 
Great Baddow High School STC. The webpage also provides information on how to download the First Bus App and create an 
mTicket account. 
You will need your child’s school email address: @gbhs.co.uk for the verification process. 
Once purchased, the tickets will be delivered directly to your child’s mobile phone. 
 
If you have any specific enquiries regarding the scheme, please e-mail First Essex Buses at: stcessex@firstgroup.com 

https://www.gbhs.co.uk/index.php/sports-college/sports-fixtures
http://www.firstgroup.com/STC
mailto:stcessex@firstgroup.com

