As part of Year 7 curriculum in Design & Technology, the students are being taught about
different ways of recycling. They were set a brief ‘To design and manufacture an
environmentally friendly planter’. Chloe P (7H1), got so inspired by the challenge, that
during the Easter break, she upcycled different materials at home, to create her very own
indoor greenhouse. The frame was built using left over timber from her Dad’s self-built
greenhouse. She created the greenhouse effect by using a clear PVC covering and carried
the planter into school to show a very impressed Miss Flippance.
Chloe has shown fantastic skills and initiative to design, create and manufacture an
upcycled product. She has been nominated by Miss Flippance for a Headteachers
commendation. The plants photographed, had been provided by Mrs Burdon, from her
school charity plant sale.

Congratulations to Elena W (8E3) who has secured herself a position at the prestigious Trinity Music College, London for next
academic year. This is a wonderful achievement for such a young age and is a first at Great Baddow High School. Elena has
most recently passed her Grade 7 Piano examination with Distinction and Grade 5 Guitar with Distinction. We wish Elena all
the best with her additional studies next year and the opportunities this will offer her.

May, June and July saw twenty of our Most Able Year 9 students participate
in a cross curricular STEM challenge.
Set by Shell.PLC the challenge was to come up with ideas for cleaner and
greener cities in the future. Students attended a series of breakfast sessions
and their ideas ranged from Solar power cars through green walls and
roofing in city centres, the use of kinetic energy captured from pavements
to using the electrolysis of water.
The students will have gained some useful cross curricular knowledge and
skills that will support them in their studies next year. All are to be commended for their hard work and commitment to the project and our worthy
winners were Hannah, Abigail, Ellen and Emma. Congratulations ladies.
“In the Bright Ideas challenge, we learnt about all different
types of energy sources to better our environment. We
were given the chance to research information about it
independently and design and figure out an idea for our
own energy source. This gave us an opportunity to put all
our classroom learning to good use. I really enjoyed this
challenge because it was very interesting learning about
lots of different projects and creating a healthier planet to
live in.”
Esther F Year 9

“The Bright Ideas Challenge provided an opportunity to work
with others on a project where we had to create a way to
produce sustainable energy in a future city.
We had to develop a plan, create a PowerPoint of our ideas
and then present these to the rest of the group. The project
built on the skills of teamwork, creativity and effective
communication. I enjoyed having the opportunity to work
with others that I might normally not and to ‘think outside
the box’.” James R Year 9

“I loved the Bright Ideas Challenge! I thought it was such a good idea to get us thinking about the future and recognising
the problems of Climate Change and how to combat them. We also obtained lots of new information through research we
undertook while completing the challenge (like the average household in the UK produces 17.1 tonnes of CO₂ emission every
year!) which is quite interesting. Not only did doing our own PowerPoints on energy help us to be more informed about
future cities but listening to other groups presentations also widened our views on the subject even more.” Ellen S, 9H3

We are always pleased when our past students contact us and share their achievements following their years at Great
Baddow High School. Having obtained a Grade C in Religion, Philosophy & Ethics at GCSE, Ethan went on to achieve an A
Grade at A Level and chose to study Theology at the University of Essex . We were delighted to hear that he has just had an
essay published in an academic journal in the US on the morality of torture. It is amazing to see what our students can
achieve when they have a love for a subject. View the article here: https://www.cognethic.org/compos-mentis

The maths department has participated in an online
mathematical challenge by the UK Mathematical Trust to
challenge our most talented Year 7 and 8 mathematicians.
We are very proud of our results despite the difficulties incurred
due to the COVID measures. Well done to all our students that
took part. Here is a sample of the difficult questions...
Jack
Alex
Mae
Noah
Oli
Albert

F
G
H
P
M
O

69
68
64
58
48
52

Silver (Best in School)
Silver
Silver
Silver
Bronze
Bronze

As part of their final week in school our Year 11 students were
able to take part in their Careers day, missed last year due to
lock down.
Students impressed with their smart business attire and
spent the day writing and updating their CVs' before
learning about how to give the perfect interview before finally putting their new skills to the test as they interviewed
each other for the two jobs they had been given earlier in
the day.

Before the end of term staff have been preparing their
rooms for the new academic year. As part of this
preparation all departments in the school have been
gathering up old textbooks that although are no longer of
use to our Great Baddow students, could still help bring a
valuable education to other young children.
In the final week of term, we were able to collect together
well over 1000 fiction and textbooks for donation. Mr
Russell kindly volunteered to drive the fifty boxes down to
Canterbury where they were delivered to the charity
Books2africa where they would be redistributed to teachers
and students in need all over Africa.

To ensure our Year 9 students are fully informed about their options we organised three days this term for students to
focus on their option subjects. These were designed to help bridge any gaps and ensure they have the best possible
preparation for September.

For the Year 9 drop-down days in Music, students were
introduced to our new composing software SoundTrap.
Our new GCSE cohort began making their own songs
whilst getting to grips with the platform. The session also
incorporated some team-building exercises, including the
following metaphor and task:

“Composing music is the same as playing with Lego. We
learn from the instructions and the models (music) built
by others. We analyse it and pick out the bricks (musical
features) we like and then we can take them and build
them into our own creations”.
The Year 9’s have been challenged to complete their song
over the summer break and keep a log of the
pieces that inspire them. Students were given Lego models
of cars, planes, and a dinosaur and challenged to
transform them into a musical instrument to further
embed and illustrate the metaphor.
“I really enjoyed my drop down days, they were an
excellent insight into our subjects for next year. It was
useful because it takes away some nerves for the first day
of Year 10 as we got to know the numbers of people in our
classes and how we will be taught for the next two years.
Also, the work we did was entertaining and enjoyable
which was a good addition to all the information given to
us.” Ellen S, 9H3

“I really enjoyed the drop down days. We got to see what it
would be like to have double lessons and what our GCSE
classes would be like. It was very informative and
interesting to see. It showed me that I chose the right
subjects for me and also what sort of work we would be
studying. I feel more confident going into Year 10 having
had these days and I now know what to expect.” Esther F
Year 9
“As I am in Year 9 I have recently chosen my GCSE subjects.
Some students may have picked subjects that they haven't
studied before such as Business Studies and they may have
not been sure that they would enjoy doing them at GCSE. I
thought the days were helpful as we could get an insight
into what we would be learning and how we would be
graded.
As a student, I picked Religion Philosophy and Ethics,
Geography and German. On the drop down days we got to
do many things, for example in German, we devised a
German role play argument on a reality tv show, which not
only helped us to practice our speaking but to learn some
new German vocabulary. In geography, we learnt about the
Rainforests and how and why we should protect them. This
was good and it taught the importance of looking after the
natural world. Finally in religion philosophy and ethics we
learnt about the belief of Scientology and the conspiracies
and theories about it.
Overall, I think the drop down days were a good experience
and I think it would be great for the years that come after
us.” Abigail F Year 9

Our Year 9 students have recently picked their GCSE
options, the PE department welcomed nearly eighty
students who had picked GCSE PE or BTEC Sport.
The students experienced some of the sports that they
could be assessed in and learnt some rules and
regulations within these sports. For GCSE PE, students
took part in basketball, netball and football sessions and
then evaluated their performance in one of these sports.
They also looked at somatotypes and identified body
types most suited to certain sports. In BTEC Sport,
students learnt the rules of badminton through practical
and then looked at some leadership qualities. They also
had an introduction to the course and some
communication tasks looking at different ways a coach
may communicate with athletes.
Students enjoyed the taster sessions and we are looking
forward to welcoming them properly on the course in
September.

Students participated in a range of business activities
during their drop-down day sessions. They were initially
introduced to the world of marketing by learning about
the marketing mix and how businesses use this in their
daily operations. We then moved on to an area GCSE & A
Level students generally find challenging, which
investigated finance, specifically cash flow forecasting.
The Year 9s were able to take this in their stride and
produce a completed cash flow forecast by the end of that
hour – this is not an easy challenge!
These activities then fed students the needed information
for them to compete in small groups and design a new
flavour chocolate bar for the brand, Grenade. They were
asked to consider the flavours they would use and the
impact on cost, the packaging, promotion and price. In
their final hour, all of the groups presented their ideas to
the rest of the class and then a winning group was
selected.
The standard of work produce was truly exceptional, but
personally I believe the biggest achievement was that
everybody stood up at the front and presented in front of
their peers, which is a big fear for some.

In the summer term our students have been producing some
outstanding art work for the current House competition to
design a mural commemorating life in lockdown and
celebrating those that supported students through this time.
Students also wrote postcards to make someone smile for
Combatting Loneliness Week and the students' messages will be
posted to care homes, hospices, and children's wards in the
local area.
Attenborough House led the way in ensuring our Baddow
community are recycling by collecting as many plastic bottles as
possible during recycling awareness week. As we reach the end
of the summer term, students learnt about Malala's story and
her bravery and dedication to supporting girls in education; our
students challenge was to write and record their own speech,
standing up for something they believe in and feel
passionate about and raising awareness to create
positive change for fellow students of the future generations!

This term, students at Great Baddow High School have been thinking about what it means to be part of a community and
considering those who may be less fortunate than themselves.
They have been thinking about local residents who may be lonely or isolated because of the pandemic or for other reasons,
and they wanted to reach out to spread a message of cheer and encouragement to those who may need it. Students have
written messages of positivity, kindness and joy on postcards that will be sent to places in our local community such as
Farleigh Hospice, The Phoenix Ward and a variety of local care homes. In the images are just a small selection of some of our
amazing students uplifting words of hope and happiness!

The Modern Foreign Languages department at GBHS are integrating diversity into the
curriculum .
Year 9 have been studying the topic of free time. To integrate pride month as well as
the Euros, Mr Dixon’s classes looked at different football positions on the pitch and
ways of describing players performance. To do this we introduced the German
non-binary and gender-neutral pronoun “Xier” and compared it to the English
equivalent “They” and how it is grammatically different, as it is singular in German and
a new word in the language. We spoke of the implications of a new word in German
such as a need for new adjective endings and a new way of saying “my”.
We then looked at how different families in Germany prepare for a game and that some
families have 2 mums or dads.
Year 9 worked brilliantly in this session and approached it with enthusiasm and
maturity.

Below is the programme of extra-curricular music clubs that will be running from Monday 6th September 2021 including three
brand new clubs – Musical Theatre Choir, Ukulele Ensemble and Performance Platform.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
A letter for initial interest has been sent to all parents and if
you wish to apply for a place please respond over the summer •
•
break.
•

The Music Department will be opening up the opportunity to
have one-to-one music lessons during the school day to all
students from September onward. This has been limited until
now due to the restrictions imposed. If you would like to have
one-to-one lessons on any of the following instruments
please contact mb@gbhs.co.uk who will be able to provide
you with all the relevant information including availability
and cost.

Our new listening initiative has completed its second term.
Every Friday on the screens around school, in Tutor time, on
the Bulletin and Twitter we share a song released within the
past week. We are encouraging students to listen to new
music in a variety of styles. At the end of each half-term,
students have the opportunity to vote for their favourite
song that from the series. The winner this half term was
Bad Habits by Ed Sheeran.

Piano/Keyboard
Singing
Clarinet
Saxophone
Flute
Guitar (Acoustic and Electric) / Ukulele
Drums
Trumpet
Trombone
Violin
Music Theory

This term Year 7 students have participated in an
after-school art club, where they have explored the media
of clay. It was a fantastic opportunity to fully introduce
the students to the art department and provide an
opportunity for the students to use a new media.

We have recently had the pleasure of visiting a number of
Primary Schools and running art taster sessions with Year 5
students. It was a fabulous opportunity to meet future
students in their own school environments and to see the
work they do relating to art and design.

The group worked on a collaborative piece, made up of
individual clay tiles. Each tile was based on an artist,
ranging from Delaunay, Matisse and Seguy to Michael
Craig Martin. The students selected the artist they
wanted to use and set about drawing a design which they
then replicated in clay using a process of relief and
impression.

All students produced a piece of work based on the art
movement Pop Art! Inspired by Andy Warhol, the students
created polyboard print plates of an image relating to
everyday things or famous pop art pieces and used a range of
bright paper and inks to print a series of pictures.
It was super fun and the children certainly seemed to enjoy
getting messy!

The tiles are now completed after several weeks of hard
work and they will now be embarking on the final stages
to completion where they will be fired and glazed. We
look forward to seeing the completed piece and to have it
on display within the school!

We have many events planned across the Creative Arts subjects for next academic year. Some of the highlights to look out for over the
next year are listed below. Dates may be subject to change.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Ongoing: Theatre Trips for all years.
Ongoing: Drama workshops for Years 11, 12 and 13.
September 2021: Extra-Curricular Relaunch Event with clubs for Years 7, 8, 9, 10 (All)
November 2021: Year 11 Performance of Blood Brothers (Drama).
November 2021: Year 12 Musical Theatre Performance (Drama).
November 2021: Year 10 Devised Fairy tales Performance (Drama).
November 2021: Annual Music Competition: Soloists & Ensembles (Music)
November/December: Christmas Card Design Competition (Art).
December 2021: Christmas Concert at Chelmsford Cathedral (Music).
February 2022: An Evening of Piano (Music).
February 2022: Year 13 Improvised Performance.
March 2022: GCSE and A Level Performance Evening (Music).
March 2022: Year 11 and 13 Final Exam Performances (Drama).
May 2022: Creative Arts Trip.
May 2022: Year 9 Performance at Sandon School as part of the Chelmsford Schools Collaboration (Drama).
June 2022: GCSE and A-Level Art Exhibition (Art).
June 2022: Whole-School Production - We Will Rock You (Drama).
July 2022: Summer Concert (Music).
TBC: Shakespeare Festival Performance Online.
And much more!

A selection of the entries for the Heroes Stamp Design Competition for Years 7, 8 & 9.

This term has been a very exciting time for the drama department, as we have been able to welcome over 100 students back
into the studio for drama clubs.
Our very talented GCSE students have been attending Musical Theatre club on Mondays. This group of students have worked
very hard during rehearsals to produce an all-cast number singing, dancing and acting to the song ‘And You Don’t Even Know
It’ from the hit musical Everybody’s Talking About Jamie. Well done for pushing yourselves to learn the choreography! Our
Acting Elite club on Tuesdays, for Year 9s, has been a great success as all those involved have effectively enhanced their
improvisation skills, whilst using these new skills successfully during devising activities. Our Year 8 Acting Juniors have used
comedy as a great starting point for their performances this term, with students turning up each week with fantastic energy
levels, and a great commitment to the arts. Welcoming our Year 7s into the drama studio has been a wonderful highlight this
term, as for many, this is the first time they have performed in the space with atmospheric lighting. Creativity has arrived in
the bucketload for these students, as they have dedicated themselves to improving their performance skills and creating an
interactive haunted maze! It is so pleasing that classroom-based drama has not diminished our wonderful students love for
drama. Keep up the hard work! Photo of Year 9 Acting Elites below.

We welcomed Greg Fossard last week who ran a two hour drama workshop with our future GCSE Drama students in Year 9.
Greg is a theatre and film actor who trained at the Central School of Speech and Drama in London. The workshop was a
combination of improvisation activities and trust work, to allow students to let go of any inhibitions and feel supported. The
Year 9s were outstanding and a credit to the school. Their commitment to drama and passion for performing has been
wonderful to watch over the last term. We have a group of very talented young people who have shone through the recent
dark days and come out the other side with even more gusto and resilience.

Since students were unable to devise in groups this year, our Year 10s and 11s had to prepare a monologue for their final
examination performance. This was quite a nerve-racking experience for many of our students, who had never performed
alone on stage before. We were incredibly impressed with their response to this task and their determination to learn their
lines. Year 11 had to perform an extract from a published play whereas Year 10 had to write and perform their own monologue.
Huge congratulations to all on their efforts, determination and courage! Below are some photos from the examination days.

We were finally able to return to the drama studio earlier
this half term, which has allowed the students to use the
staging and lighting equipment. Our Year 12s have adapted
particularly well to the constraints of the year and were
relieved to be back in a performance space. This half term,
they have started to explore the art of long and short form
improvisation and how to devise performances from
different stimuli. We look forward to seeing their
progression next year and hope to be able to invite
audiences in once again to see their work.

‘Imagination is more important than knowledge.
For knowledge is limited, whereas Imagination
embraces the entire world.’
Albert Einstein

This half term, we said farewell to our BTEC Performing Arts
students. Their final production was performed earlier in
the term to an audience of five. Whilst it wasn’t quite the
atmosphere we had hoped for, we received some
wonderful feedback from the few who were able to watch
the exam. The students had to devise their drama in a
specific theatre style, with one group focusing on
pantomime and the other on physical theatre. Both
performances were very engaging and very different, with
laughter and tears from those watching. We wish our Year
13s every success as they embark on their next journey and
look forward to hearing from those who are continuing to
study acting at degree level.

At the start of the Summer Term we released our new award initiative for all
students who attend any Drama, Art and/or Music extra-curricular club. We are
celebrating and rewarding our students’ commitment to the Creative Arts here
at Great Baddow High School.
There are currently three awards to earn and we will offer additional incentives
further on. If you do not have a reward card please collect one from any
Creative Arts Teacher. The current reward cards in circulation will be valid for the
whole of 2021/22 to give students an extra term to achieve the top award next
academic year. Students who collect 10 stamps will earn the Bronze Award, 25
stamps is rewarded with the Silver Award, and 50 stamps is recognised with the
Gold Award.
Over thirty students have already earnt the Bronze award and many more are
getting close to passing the first milestone. Congratulations to the following
students on earning the Bronze Award and to Hannah S for her tremendous
effort obtaining the Silver Award within a Term.

We said goodbye to five of our RBHIS students this year as they have left us to go to college. We wish
them all the best with their future college courses.
We look forward to welcoming three new deaf Year 7 students into the RBHIS in September.
Due to covid unfortunately many of the transition days were cancelled. However we were able to
welcome some of our deaf students in for the morning and visit them in their classes at their primary
schools. They spent the morning with Mrs Hawkes.
RBHIS staff have been delivering deaf awareness to the whole of Year 7 year groups during their PD lessons. This has given
them the opportunity to ask questions and to learn more about what it is like to be deaf and learn about how the ear works.

Mrs Ferguson delivered an assembly to all year groups for Deaf
Awareness Week.
Sign language videos were shown around school for all
students to see and many students were seen interacting and
learning signs from this.
We are now busy preparing ‘Sign of the Week’ and for these to
be projected on the digital displays around the school. All
teaching staff have been involved.
Our talented Miss Yustas created the artwork for us on the wall
in the RBHIS.
Delicious cakes made by
two of our Year 11 students
during their last week of
school.

Year 7 have enjoyed being
back in the science
laboratory and doing
experiments.
Mrs English has visited two of our feeder schools- Larkrise
and Beehive. This has given the Year 6 students an
opportunity to test their lipreading skills and learn some
basic sign language before starting secondary school. They
were looking forward to her going back each week and
teaching them some more signs (especially football related
signs!) They also liked to challenge her to see what she
knows, one week it was a ‘purple spotted fluffy unicorn!’
A few photos of our RBHIS students during their CPR/recovery
position training as part of the Year 11 Life Skills week.

We said goodbye to a really special Year 13 year group with a number of celebrations during their last week. Fancy dress day
will go down in our memories for a long time – Mrs Kibble said she had never taught Cyber Security before to a group of
inflatable T-Rex’s.

During the last week, the A Level physics and product
design group worked together for a day to produce a
tensegrity model. This is a model which utilises the skills of
the product design students and the application of forces
via the physics student resulting in a final collaborative
product that we are very proud of.

Their final day was finished with an afternoon of
celebrations and creating memories ( and challenging each
other on an assault course…!). We wish all the students the
very best.

Our Year 12 students have also just completed work experience and have attended primary schools, worked alongside police
and worked in offices in a range of industries. For some students who were unable to get a placement in a real setting, they
have completed virtual work experiences. There has been a plethora of these open to students this year, including days on
engineering courses for BAE, understanding the media with Sky TV and looking at Law with companies such as Goldsmiths.
We are also looking forward to welcoming in our new members of the Sixth Form and the students really enjoyed the two
induction days, as well as many students attending an overnight trip to Mersea.
Students also took part in workshops this week for Psychology, Criminology, Media or Economics. This helped them to
understand some of the aspects within these new courses for them at Key stage 5.

Students in the Sixth Form have put together a newspaper team who have now produced their first magazine – The Eagle.
This has reflected their hard work during enrichment. Please read and enjoy using the link below.

The theme for Mental Health Awareness Week was connecting with nature. Year 12 psychology students were busy
researching how spending time in nature can improve our mental health and wellbeing. Over the course of the week students
from across all year groups took part in a range of activities which includes a nature photography competition, nature trails,
sunflower growing competitions and caring for a pet plant.

A squad of ten netballers have completed their first year in the netball academy. They have shown resilience and
commitment throughout this year, and I cannot fault any one of them for their effort and dedication; they really have been
an absolute pleasure to coach and mentor.
Each member of the squad has challenged themselves to meet individual and squad goals and I look forward to coaching
the current Year 12 girls as they progress even further next year. We have two Year 13 girls, Beth and Katie who will be leaving
us this year. Both girls have excelled in their netball, and we wish them well as they begin their next journey and head off to
university in September.

It’s been an amazing experience being part of the 2020/21 netball academy, and a great way to finish my
time as part of sport at Great Baddow. As a group we have improved both
individual performances as well as team results. I owe a huge thanks to Mrs Sweeting who has been fabulous in guiding us through this process and organising everything” Beth
Congratulations to Anais who has been selected as the Captain of the Netball Academy. She has displayed excellent
leadership skills throughout this year and has a unique quality to inspire all the players around her and make them feel part
of the team. I will leave you with a summary from Anais of what it has been like being a part of the netball academy.

“This year’s Netball Academy has been such a positive experience for us all. It’s been an
honour being named as Captain of this lovely groups of girls. It has been so much fun and a real eye opener.
Mrs Sweeting is a very positive, supportive, and enthusiastic coach and we learn so much about the sport
due to all of her experiences in the game. Each week we have group and individual sessions which can
consist of looking at our fitness, skills, tactics/set plays. We also take part in fitness testing overseen by
Mark Williams and Zach Churn from Writtle University. Zach then analyses our results and tailors
programmes to our needs. We have had the opportunity to analyse games, where we pick apart these
games and then learn how to take good things we have seen into our own game. Before every fixture there
is a team meeting to discuss the game plan, so we all know what we want to achieve both
individually and as a team. After the game we have a thorough feedback and then plan for future sessions
and matches. Overall, our squad has really progressed and become an extremely cohesive group of players
who play and get along with each other so well, and this is shown both on and off court. Finally, we are very
excited to meet the next group of girls in September and have a session with Maggie Jackson from Saracens
Mavericks to look forward to when we return; she is one of the most experienced netball coaches in the
country.”

Arrabella #1
Isobel #2
Millie #3
Mia #4
Anais (Captain) #5
Imogen #6
Hollie #7
Katie #8
Beth #9
Amy #10
If you would like to
know more about the
GBHS Netball Academy
do not
hesitate to contact Mrs
Sweeting
swt@gbhs.co.uk

Entering its tenth year, the GBHS charity plant sale continues to break records for how much it has raised in support of
charities across Chelmsford and ones supported by the school.
Covid restrictions meant that for the 2021 charity plant sale, Mrs Williams and Mrs Burdon had to continue to be cautious and
put measures in place to sell the plants they grew in a safe way once again. A care home in Brentwood, a pub in Kent and
many colleagues and local families were the recipients of several months of planning and growing the bedding, perennials
and vegetables in this year’s sale.
Collections from driveways, and drop offs to staff, friends, family, sales through social media and some local businesses has
meant that this year’s plant sale total has raised a whopping £2700!

“We are delighted to have been able to raise such a huge amount of money once again”,
Mrs Burdon

“Many charities that the year groups support, as well as school Well-being projects will
benefit from this money”
Mrs Williams
A huge thank you to everyone who supported the sale this year. We look forward to seeing gardens in bloom over the
summer.
Photos below show Beech Spinney Care Home manager Joanna collecting their plants for the residents to plant and some
already in bloom around Essex and beyond.

Every Monday the library sends out a weekly challenge to our tutor groups for a bit of fun. Students can access this either
from their Tutor or by checking our Library Twitter page where parents can see them and try as well! Answers are revealed
every Friday on our Library Twitter page. If students don’t have a Twitter account they can see this on the School Library
System through the portal.
Once per term we also have a Spot Prize Weekly Challenge which is sent to all the tutors and the first tutor group to respond
with the correct answers for each year group, receive 3 credits. This term’s winners were 7A2, 8E1 and 9E3. Well done all!

We have missed hosting our primary Chatterbooks sessions this year but are once again hopeful that we will be able to have
Chatterbooks sessions in September! If you have any children in Year 6 in the local primary schools, then look out for letters
coming home at the beginning of September. Chatterbooks is a book group held over four weeks with lots of fun activities.

We want all students to enjoy and develop a love of reading for pleasure. In the library we have Stretch and Challenge book
lists for each year group and this is a good way to find new books. There are some great books, which people have loved,
from different genres available for you to read on the list, why not give one a try! Students can access the full list for their
year groups on the School Library System (through the portal via their phone or computer) by clicking on the ‘Quick Lists’
section and choosing their year group.
Here are some examples of the books from the lists:

A group of our Year 8 and 9 students have been shadowing the Carnegie Book Awards, along with many other students
across the UK. The aim is to read as many of the eight shortlisted books as they can within five weeks and then vote for
their favourite. Our students voted for 'The girl Who Speaks Bear' by Sophie Andersen for younger students and 'Run Rebel'
by Manjeet Mann for older students. Across the UK, 'Run Rebel' won the Students Choice Award and the overall Carnegie
Book Award winner for 2021 was 'Look Both Ways' by Jason Reynolds.
So if looking for a good book to read, these are three great choices. They are all available to borrow from our School Library.

The PE department have had a
very exciting summer term.
Within PE lessons, Key Stage
three students have been
learning through sports such
as athletics, cricket, rounders,
swimming, badminton,
basketball, dance. Key stage
four students have been
learning within sports such as
badminton, rounders,

football, trampolining, tennis,
cricket, athletics and water
polo. The departmental focus
has been to bring back the
enjoyment of being physically
active. We wanted to ensure
all students experience an
activity they may chose to
continue with in the future.
We also have been looking
into the personal

development of our students
and how to embed this within
PE lessons. Students use peer
and self-assessment, as well
as competitive elements and
goal setting. Although we
have not been able to
celebrate individuals’
successes with a sports
presentation evening, we

have been able to reward
some students with Jack
Petchey awards such as L.
Leinemann and I. Baker. We
are also looking to award
students in September with
colours and captains badges.
Miss L Freeman
Joint Head of PE Faculty

The summer sports extra-curricular programme has been jam-packed full of sports such as distance running, athletics,
swimming, basketball, football, netball, badminton, cricket, gymnastics, rounders and dance. We have adhered to the COVID
guidelines and given as many students as possible opportunities to play and compete in sport. We have also been able to
compete against other schools in rounders, cricket, tennis and athletics competitions.

On the first week back after May half term, it was the Great Baddow High School Sports Day. This could not be run in the
conventional way as we had to separate year groups, so ended up being the Great Baddow High School Sports Week!
On the Monday and Tuesday, we had Year 7, 8 and 9 rounders, basketball, tag rugby and badminton tournaments. On the
Wednesday, we had Year 8 and 10 athletics events sports days and on the Friday, we had the Year 7 and 9 athletics events
sports days. Students thoroughly enjoyed having the opportunity to support their peers, as well the chance to play sport
competitively again. It was great to see so many students getting into the spirit of things by making posters and banners for
their house.
The week ended with an assembly to announce the results – Hawking House in third place, Attenborough House in second
place and Ennis-Hill House coming first.

Our students from the Elite Sport Support Programme (ESSP) have been working hard this year during a turbulent time.
During the beginning of the year many of our students were limited to individual sessions due to the period of isolation,
during this time they spent a long time working on developing independent training plans that they could cater around their
education and home living. This allowed them to individualise their training and focus on their weaknesses to ensure they
are well rounded athletes for their return to school and back into the Elite Sport Programme. We were able to support their
intellectual development with a workshop on 21st April to encourage practical nutrition and understanding of relevant
dieting around their workouts and training programmes.
Once the restrictions were lifted, we were quick to get our students together and back to peak physical fitness. We are so
pleased with their progress to date, and I hope this can continue throughout the summer. The best part of our programme is
getting to know the students and understanding their dreams, goals, and passions. This allows us to build our programme
to inspire and support these goals into their schooling, as well as in their extracurricular activities. As a team, we keep in
constant communication with both students and parents to track their successes during the year. We hope the
students feel supported and enjoy our programme. Moving forward, we have created multiple external relationships that will
support our students with future workshops and sessions to drive their sporting passion.
In April, the West Ham Foundation ran a nutrition workshop for our elite sport students. This gave our elite performers an
insight into what they should be eating to effectively fuel their body to be the best performers that they can be. We hope
that our students are now able to take more responsibility for their diet and understand what food can give them energy.
Thank you to West Ham for providing this invaluable experience and we look forward to working with them in the future.

On Friday 28th May, we said
goodbye to our wonderful
Year 11 cohort. The PE
department are sad to see
them go. We received some
kind words in the post cards
and want to thank all of the
students that we have had
the pleasure to teach over the
past five years. We are so
pleased that many will be
staying with us to study A
Level PE or BTEC Sport Level 3
Extended Diploma. We also
recently said goodbye to our
wonderful Year 13 cohort who
we will miss very much! We

are looking forward to
hearing about their future
plans with university,
apprenticeships and jobs.

young people who have used
sport to help with anxieties
and use physical activity to
take their mind off their
problems/stresses. We hope
We have enjoyed seeing
to continue to be not just an
young people have fun whilst outlet for students but also a
playing sport or being
community that students
physically active, this is
wish to be part of.
something we missed for
such a long time. Students
We are looking forward to
have worked hard to find that welcoming our students back
determination from within to in September. Please can you
come into school and get
ensure that your son/
back into learning mode after daughter has the correct PE
lockdown. We have been
kit in preparation for this. The
inspired by so many brave
list can be found on the

school website under
‘parents, uniform’. We would
like to thank the parents for
all the support you have
given your son/daughter so
that they can be physically
active and work to achieve
their goals, whether that be
becoming more physically fit
to becoming elite in their
sport.
Miss L Freeman
Head of Girls’ PE

On Saturday 12th June, the PE department took a select few students to the Essex Schools Track and Field Championships.
This was held at Chelmsford Athletics Stadium, although this is not an inter-school event, a number of Great Baddow High
School students had met the qualifying standard and were representing Mid Essex Schools at this event. For many athletes
this was their first opportunity to compete in almost two years. This event brings together the best school athletes in the
county competing to achieve selection and represent Essex County at the English Schools Track and Field Championships
later this summer. Although we are extremely proud of all our athletes competing, as this is a fantastic achievement.
A special mention should be made of those who were placed in their event.
T. Baker was in one of the opening events and achieved a new PB of 2.90m to come 4th in the Intermediate Boys pole vault.
H. Courts was 1st in the Junior Boys 300m in a time of 39.03secs. This is especially notable as he only started this new event
a few weeks prior to the championships. G. Tremelling achieved a 3rd place in the intermediate girls long jump with a jump
of 4.65m. Finally discus proved to be a successful event for GBHS students with
S. Hercock placed 4th in the Junior Boys
event with a throw of 31.30m, S. Saich-Peet managing one place better with 2nd in the intermediate girls event and the C.
Green topping our GBHS throwers with a 2nd place in the inter boys event.
Congratulations to all those who were selected for this Mid-Essex team, the PE staff had a great day watching and
supporting you all.

On Thursday 17th June Great Baddow High School students took part in the Schools National Athletics Competition held at
Melbourne stadium. We took two inter teams and two junior teams; the junior teams were made up of students in Year 7 and
8 and inter teams were made up of students in Year 9 and 10. Students and staff were very excited to get out to a big event
and compete against other schools. The students competed to a very high standard and we were ecstatic to go home with
the Junior girls placing 2nd and the Junior boys placing 3rd. Alongside the Inter girls placing 1st and the Inter boys placing
2nd.
Some key highlights from the day:
A Scott (Year 7), who went as a reserve and was needed last minute when a pupil could not compete. She got her running
shoes on and ran a fantastic 200m as well as took part in shot put, her efforts were outstanding.
P. Love (Year 7) who competed in Long Jump scoring a personal best jump.
H. Matthews (Year 7) who competed in the 80m hurdles, this is a national distance and she ‘smashed it’.
F. O’Donoghue who had some terrific throws in shot putt, D. Nowell who competed in hurdles, running it in 12.9 seconds and
D. Elliot who ran a very fast 200m.
R. Samuels (Year 9) who ran 200m in her first athletics competition for the school.
E. Coulson who stepped in the day before to compete in 300m and L. Mitchell who got a personal best in 1500m.
B. Carr who ran 100m in a rapid 11.60 seconds, G. Martin who ran an exhausting yet very fast 1500m and T. Duffin who threw
36.38m in Discus.
Overall, it was a brilliant day of high-level athletics with some outstanding performances and very excited teachers!
The students were fantastic and represented the school with the highest of standards. We very much look forward to next
year and going onto the next rounds.
As rugby is participated by all year groups as part of the boys PE curriculum, it is important to highlight the following
information from the England Rugby website for you and your son/ daughter to have a look over.
The information and short video clip outline the import role in the prevention and management of concussion.
View Information From England Rugby About The Prevention And Management Of Concussion.

The week commencing 21st July was the start of this year’s Youth Sport Trust National Sports Week.
The idea of National Sports Week is to give students the opportunity to participate in a number of different sports, that they
would not normally get the chance to do within their normal PE lessons or extra-curricular clubs.
This year we were lucky that several external clubs and coaches offered to come into the school and deliver a range of
fantastic sessions to our Year 7 and 8 students. Our students had the opportunity to take part in martial arts, judo,
dodgeball, American football, baseball, boccia, girls rugby and tchoukball. Our students applied themselves in great numbers
and were a credit to the school behaving impeccably in all sessions and always giving 100% effort. All students loved the
opportunity to try something different and really grasped the opportunity with both hands and took advantage of our
external coaches’ expert knowledge to both learn new skills whilst trying a new sport.
We would like to take this opportunity to thank all external clubs and coaches for coming in and delivering a thoroughly
enjoyable session for our students – David White (judo), Essex Spartans (American football), Kazen Kai Martial Arts, Essex
Redbacks (baseball), Harry Blossoms and Tony Waymouth (Panathlon-boccia), Desiree Moss (Chelmsford Rugby Club).

Finally, the PE department was able to get back to some sort of normality when we attended the District Athletics
competition on 22nd June. As part of National Sports week, it was really nice to be able to see students coming together in a
competitive situation after so long. Obviously, there were many notable differences this year, due to the ongoing pandemic,
but the students embraced these adaptations to the regular running of the day and performed spectacularly.
As a school, we were so proud of how well our competitors performed. Through sheer grit and determination, the individual
results were combined and resulted in us winning nine of the ten categories, narrowly missing out on the final category by
just four points.
There were a few notable performances. D Rowe and R Warwick in the Year 7 boys and girls 100m – little legs should never be
underestimated. The Year 7 girls, O Lane, A Copping, A Scott and R Warwick won the relay with a fantastic time of 57.54
seconds. H Wilsher in the Year 10 girls 800m and S Payne in the Year 9 1500m ran their own race and didn’t let anyone else
dictate the pace. E Curtis in the Year 9 girls high jump kept her nerve in her first district competition and leapt above the
competition. W Justier in the Year 7 boys bounded over the hurdles with ease and speed. H Courts ran with the speed of light
and smashed the year 9 boys 300m district record with 39.68 seconds. Year 8 boys, H Obeng, F O’Dononghue and H
Dickinson dominated on the field throwing their equipment out of the park.

From the results of the district athletics,
we had six students selected to
represent Mid-Essex at the Year 7 Essex
Schools Track andthField Championships
on Wednesday 30 June.

O. Lane competed in the 200m race,
E. Brien competed in the 800m,
R. Nunn competed in Javelin,
P. Love competed in Long Jump
W. Justier competed in the Hurdles.
All students performed well on the day
despite the wind and rain! The PE
department are incredibly proud of the
hard work and training that these
students have put in in preparation to
compete. We are looking forward to next
year ready to compete again.

As the academic term ends at
this time of the year, I always
feel it is important to reflect
not only on our successes,
but how we will rebuild and
sustain what we have
achieved in the previous
academic year, given the
immense challenges we have
all faced. Our annual sports
presentation evening usually
gives all of us the opportunity
to celebrate and evaluate how
well several boys have done
this year which is largely
down to their dedication and
determination to achieve in
clubs, fixtures, trips, and
opportunities that are given
to them throughout the year.
Sadly, with the current global
situation, this has not been
possible, but we still have a
few successes to celebrate all
the same.
The summer term largely
focuses on athletics, cricket,
rounders, and tennis,
although we still endeavour
to keep running a large range
of our other sports clubs, to
ensure we are fully prepared
for the challenges that we
face for the whole school year
in a wide range of contexts.
Athletics seems the perfect
place to start as we enjoyed
some excellent performances
on the track and field in 2021.
The junior boys made 429

points at the first round of
competition held at
Chelmsford Athletics stadium
on Thursday 17th June, while
the inter boys managed 490
points at the same venue on
the same day, which was a
superb achievement. A great
experience for all the boys
who took part in both events,
and perfect preparation for
the
Chelmsford
district
school’s athletics
championships on Tuesday
22nd June.
District athletics preparation
was difficult at the start of
the athletics season with the
weather not being on our
side, which meant
expectations were lower than
usual going into the day.
Many boys stepped up as
always and did a fantastic
job, while others really
improved and gave some
magnificent performances.
Year 7 boys, Year 8 boys, Year
9 boys Year 10/11 Boys and the
relay cup were all secured
which meant we finished as
overall boy’s champions once
again. Many thanks to all
boys who have contributed to
training, friendly fixtures,
sports day and national and
district events that have led
to these successes. Special
mentions go to DT Rowe, E
Brien,

W Justier, R Nunn, D Elliott,
H Obeng, H Dickinson,
F O’Donoghue, H Courts,
B Carr, A Scott, K Cerikci,
S Hercock, G Gutteridge,
T Duffin, C Harrison and
B Heath who all finished the
day as district athletics
champions.
The cricket season has seen
some great performances
from all year groups with Year
7, 8, 9 and 10 all playing some
form of the game. Games are
still going on right until the
summer break and we wish
all of our teams every success
in all finals and games that
they have in the coming few
weeks.
The tennis season has been
brief but successful for our
Year 7, 8, 9 and 10 boys who
have competed in national
cup fixtures Vs Coopers, KEGS
and Brentwood respectively.
The boys play singles, and
doubles matches with these
performances seeing the boys
win two and losing one
against the three schools
listed.
Our examination classes in
Year 13, 12 and 11 have all
completed this year’s
academic studies with us and
we wish them all the best
with results in August.
Year 10 continue to work on
coursework elements of the

GCSE course completing their
own analysis on their
performance and updating
practical videos of their own
performance in their chosen
sports.
Students will again change
activities for PE after the
summer break. Can we please
ask that students have all of
the correct PE kit in
preparation for the start of
the new year. It is essential
that they dress appropriately
for PE.
We have been very pleased
with how students have
continually embraced the
extra-curricular programme
all year. We would still like to
encourage anyone who has
not tried a club in the PE
department to come along
and give one a go next year.
Our clubs are fun and open to
everyone to join in.
We would like to take this
opportunity to thank the
students for their continued
hard work and also parents
for your support in bringing
your children to clubs and
collecting them for the whole
year as it is greatly
appreciated.
Mr A Russell
Head of Boys Physical
Education

The best way to reduce online issues for your child is to make sure your child is well-informed, uses privacy settings on social
networks and knows that they can talk to you if they feel unsafe or worried. Support your children to stay safe online:

Private details which could identify them in the real world; name, age, gender, phone number, home address, school name,
and photographs should only ever be shared with people they truly know. Spend time together looking at the privacy
settings. It’s always best to assume that default settings are public and should be changed accordingly.

You will probably use social networks yourself, but you might want to know about new ones that your child is using or wants
to use. Use them yourself and set up your own account so you can experience what your child might see. There are also many
child-friendly social networks they could use while they get ready for the likes of Snapchat and Instagram. Know who their
friends are - Talk to them about being cautious about what they share with people online. Remind them that even though
people they’ve met online might feel like friends they may not be who they say they are. Make sure they know that having
thousands of online ‘friends’ isn’t always safe.

There is a range of new apps and software that block, filter and monitor online behaviour. You’ll need to decide as a family
whether this is the right approach for you, taking into consideration your child’s age and maturity, and their need for privacy.
Teenagers may be very protective of their online network and feel you are interfering with their private lives. Let them know
you are there to help them if they get into trouble online – and if they are concerned about something they can come to you.
It’s important to note that online communities can help children seeking support on issues they may not be able to openly
talk about with parents (i.e. Childline). However, it’s important to make sure they know how to report to the app moderators
or CEOP if they come across anyone that they suspect is a potential danger. Encourage children to talk to someone. You can
also direct them to organisations such as Childline.

GBHS is registered under the Data Protections Act 2018 for holding personal data. The school has a duty to protect this
information and you have the right to have inaccurate or incomplete data rectified at any time.
It is, therefore, very important that we have up to date contact and email records for you and your children. We also need to
be sure that any allergies are correctly noted.
Please could you take a moment to check the data we hold for you via the Edulink platform - see help guide attached and
directions below.
1.
Go to your Edulink One app or Google Edulink
2.
Login using your usual login and password
3.
Click on the Update Information button
4.
Review and update any outdated/incorrect information.
5.
Please ensure you click Save if you have made changes.
6.
You should usually see changes activated within 24 hours.

Please ensure you acquaint yourself with the
school’s procedures around punctuality and
attendance
Punctuality
A very small minority of students continue to be
late for school. All students should be on the
school premises 5 minutes before their allocated
start time. From September all students are
expected to be on site by 8.40 a.m. and in their
tutor bases for 8.45.a.m, when school starts.

Registration is at 8.45 a.m. and lessons end at 3.10
p.m. for Years 7, 8 & 9 and 3.15 p.m. for Years 10, 11,
12 & 13.
Arriving punctually to lessons is also very important
to enable lessons to start on time. Students who
are late for school may be given a 30-minute
detention to be served after school, the following
day.

Signing-In
If your child is late for school or late due to
attending a medical or other appointment, they
must have a note signed by you. Failure to produce
a note could result in your child receiving a late
detention. Late arrivals must always sign in at
student administration.

reception they cannot walk out unaccompanied.

Reporting Student Absences
If a student is absent from school for any reason,
parents must inform student administration by
8.45am on the first day of absence. Telephone the
school number 01245 265821 and choose option
1. Please ensure a clear detailed message giving a
specific reason for absence. Alternatively, you may
log the absence, or a forthcoming medical/dental
appointment, via Edulink. Please log in as a parent
and click on the Absence Reporting icon then
submit the necessary details. Students will not be
permitted to leave school for an appointment
without advance communication from the
parent. If a student is absent without notification
the absence will be recorded as unauthorised.
Unfortunately, we are unable to accept emails as a
method of reporting student absence unless this is
by specific arrangement.

Holiday Absence
Fines continue to be levied from parents taking
their children out of school for holidays during term
time and for other unauthorised absence. Please do
not put the school in the embarrassing position of
having to refuse requests for leave during termtime.

Signing-Out
If your child needs to sign out of school, for
example to attend a medical or dental
appointment, they must have a signed note from
you which they must also ask their tutor to initial.
Your child must then bring the note to the Student
Administration office in order to sign out. Students
are not allowed to leave the school site without
permission.
Year 7 students are required to be collected from

Illness
Please remind your son or daughter that if they feel
unwell they should (with permission from the
teacher, if in class,) report to the Student
Administration Office and must not contact their
parents. It is the role of the office staff to contact
parents if it is considered necessary to do so.
Thank you for your co-operation in these matters.

