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Dear Parent

With half term approaching we recognise the importance of The second event is our Year 9 Parents’ Evening on the 12th
this break for our Year 11 and 13 students who will be revising March where students and parents can meet with their
and preparing for their next round of Pre public exams.
teachers and discuss their progress in subjects.
The school will be providing revision sessions on site for
selected subjects and the details are available on Edulink.
Year 12 geography students have enjoyed a field visit to
Southwold and our ski trip departs to Austria today.

Finally, the third event is the Year 9 Options’ Evening on the
19th March. Students meet with departments and teachers
to discuss what each subject has to offer for GCSE and
vocational qualifications.

On our return to school we begin a very important series of
events for our Year 9 students. We will be holding our annual
Careers Fair on Thursday 27th February from 6.00 pm to 8.00
pm and we are looking forward to welcoming lots of
students and parents from Years 9-13.

Many of you will be aware of the planned demolition of the
flyover at the Army and Navy roundabout. These works have
started this week and may cause disruption to your travel
arrangements and adjustments need to be considered to
ensure our students arrive to school on time. Please see
the Essex Highways website for more information.

There will be a wide range of exhibitors spread across five
varied “Zones”:
•
•
•
•
•

Further / Higher Education Zone
STEM Zone
Finance and Business Zone
Health and Care Zone
The Arts Zone

The Careers Fair is the first of three events we run to help
prepare our Year 9 students to make an informed decision
when choosing their GCSE options. The evening will give Year
9 students the opportunity to meet with over forty different
employers and training providers. This will provide vital information to help them explore future career
pathways and the skills and qualifications they will need to
pursue them.

Students and staff deserve a well-earned rest over half term
and I look forward to welcoming everyone back feeling
refreshed for the weeks ahead.
Paul Farmer
Headteacher

Number of
credits

Year 7
No. of
students

Year 8
No. of
students

Year 9
No. of
students

Year 10
No. of
students

Year 11
No. of
students

Totals

25 Letters

12

30

42

35

37

156

50 Letters

46

49

60

17

56

228

100 Letters

42

9

13

64

150 Letters

3

1

4

200 Letters
452
15 Post Cards
TOTAL CREDITS

4

9

12

28

18

71

19125

12476

10920

6772

12488

61781

Both Year 7 & 8 students have been taught how to create ‘learning tools’ to aid memory and recall. This has been undertaken
in lessons, via assemblies and in tutor time. It is important to remind ourselves that to ensure we have information stored in
our long-term memory we must see it, hear it, use it and repeat the process as many
times as possible!
Students have been encouraged to practise making flashcards, these are great tools for
learning subject specific vocabulary, definitions or question and answer. Quick to make
and easy to keep in your pocket these are a fabulous way for all the family to get
involved in quick quizzes and in turn learning!
Mind Maps are method to learn more detailed information in a logical and
progressive manner. Students can use colour and images to help them visualise learning
and see how topics are related.
Year 7 have created each of these and entered them for an inter-form competition and
these have then been judged to find the best in the year. We will celebrate great learning
method with house points, winners will be published in the next Magnus.
Year 7 & 8 students will sit exams in the core subjects and assessments in others after
Easter. More information will follow; this half term is a good time to support our young
learners both at school and home in ensuring that their books are up to date, key words
and definitions learned and feedback digested.

Following on from our KS3 Curriculum Evenings where we had the pleasure of sharing our
curriculum, expectations and goals I continue to encourage your support in helping your
son/daughter in ‘Getting the basics right!’
•

•
•
•
•

Encourage reading (fiction / non – fiction / a challenging read / an easy read / lots
of variety)
Role model an extended vocabulary, urge your son / daughter to use new words in
conversation and writing.
Challenge them to work a little bit harder to add a little more depth to their work
both at school and at home. Ask them: “What did you do today that was difficult?”
Urge and support your son/daughter to try more difficult skills and problems and
not be afraid of making mistakes.
Create, maintain and celebrate good habits!
Mrs A Mills
Deputy Headteacher

Year 12 and 13 physics students visited the Physics
Department at University College London Hospital, Euston.
They got to see behind the scenes of a busy radiotherapy
unit to gain insight into different techniques, such as
external beam radiotherapy and brachytherapy, as well as
more advanced treatment methods such as IMRT (intensity
modulated radiotherapy) and proton therapy.
As well as being taught things directly relevant to aspects of
their A Level physics course, they also learned about the
opportunities for careers in radiotherapy.
The day began with a talk from a Radiotherapy Physicist
who extended the students’ knowledge of the underlying
principles of radiotherapy. This was followed by a detailed
look at a Linac (linear accelerator) machine and a chance to
use the treatment planning software to come up with a plan
for treating a tumour. There was also a chance to hear about
the different careers and possible educational routes into
radiotherapy and related areas.

“I thoroughly enjoyed the trip with the variety of talks
and practical activities. It also helped to give me an
insight into the multitude of interesting jobs that are
available, and the pathways which can lead me there.”
Josh, Year 12
“A fascinating experience into the world of
radiotherapy, the pinnacle of medical science and the
physics behind it.”
Russell, Year 13

All our students enjoyed the experience and learned a lot
from it, and hopefully some of them will have been inspired
to follow a career pathway into medical physics.

On Thursday 16th January our GBHS team, the ‘Engineering
Eagles’, took part in the regional round of the First Lego
League, run by the Institution of Engineering and
Technology. Matt, Daisy, Ethan (Year 9), James and Joe (Year
10) have been working on the project since September. They
designed, built and coded a Lego robot that was capable of
moving around a game board and completing a series of
challenges.
On the day their robot scored a very respectable 170 points
on its best run of three and we were the only team to
complete the final challenge of driving up a bridge and
raising two flags (which is much harder than it sounds!).
In addition, the team presented their ‘Innovation Project’ in
which they had to come up with a real-world engineering
solution to a problem in their city. They chose the Army and
Navy roundabout, suggesting a series of traffic underpasses,
pedestrian footbridges and new roads to reduce traffic
volume and improve the flow. Their presentation was very
well received by the judges and our team were
complimented on their clear and professional delivery of
their ideas.
Another part of the competition was a ten minute interview
by Ford engineers. Our students were quizzed on the design
of their robot, having to justify the features that they had
included. They spoke about the testing and gradual
improvements that had led to the final design, and they
coped really well in what was quite a high-pressure
experience. The final aspect of the competition was the ‘Core
Values’ interview, again conducted by employees of Ford.
The core values are: discovery, innovation, impact, inclusion,

teamwork and fun. The judges were hugely impressed with
the way our students had conducted themselves throughout
the competition and also the way in which they had
embraced all of the core values.
The competition consisted of some very strong teams,
including one from a private
school and two teams from a
selective school, but our
students performed so well
that they were awarded the
‘Core Values’ trophy, an
achievement which they
should be very proud of.
Mr K Butcher
STEM Coordinator

The 15th January saw the closing of the UCAS deadlines and
as a school we sent off eighty-four applications for our
current Year 13s. Potential careers ranged from medicine to
architecture and from history to courses in clinical
psychology. It was a real pleasure to read the students
personal statements and find out so much about them. It is
important to remember that whilst these students are now
receiving offers and deciding where to go and striving to get
there, we also have a number of other students who don’t
need to go to university to achieve their long term ambitions.
Students now have a real array of choices with degree
apprenticeships and apprenticeships proving popular. Last
week there was the first apprenticeship and job fayre in
Chelmsford that some of our students attended. Students
not applying for university also have had access to a monthly
session with an external careers advisor to help them with
their CVs, interview techniques or exploring how to find a job
or apprenticeship. We are pleased that a regular number of
students have continued to attend these sessions.
Sixth formers have taken advantage of trips to London on
criminology (psychology), the British Film Institute on South
Bank, and also taken part in Chemistry and Physics

Olympiads. This half term, students have also benefitted
from workshops by the Children’s society on exam stress,
drugs and drink, as well as this week one of our Year 13
students delivering a Sixth Sense lecture on being Vegan and
the facts behind it which many of our students found
inspiring and thought provoking.
Year 12 and 13s have had their first PPEs this year and many
students were pleased with their attainment. We have also
had the first grades in for the new qualification we offer, the
Extended Project Qualification ( EPQ ). This is worth an AS
(half an A level) and students undertake substantial research
into an area that interests them.
Finally the enrichment options have expanded with students
now taking responsibility for their own clubs, including a new
running club and chess club. Students in Year 12 can take part
in these enrichment
activities to enhance their
experience with us.
Mrs J Ferguson
Head of Sixth Form

Follow us on
Twitter
@GBHSSixthForm

An enthusiastic and proactive team player with proven excellent organisational and administration skills is required to join our
busy Sixth Form team. A good working knowledge of Microsoft Office applications are essential, an understanding of SIMS is
advantageous.
Please apply by downloading and completing the application form on our website and sending it to recruitment@gbhs.co.uk
Completed applications must be received in the school by mid-day on Tuesday 25 February 2020, please note only fully
completed school application forms will be considered, CV’s on their own will not be accepted.
Salary will be paid at Band 2 point 3 (actual salary £4,035)
Hours are 10 per week Monday – Friday 9.00am to 11.00am, term time only.
There will be a requirement to work 2/3 set days in August during exam results for which time off in lieu may be taken.

Our annual Careers Fair is fast approaching and we will be hosting the event as part of the school careers programme, in
the lead up to National Careers and Apprenticeship Weeks. All Year 9 – 13 students and parents/carers are invited.

The annual Great Baddow High School careers fair is always a success with both students and parents alike. With over fifty
stalls from a wide range of employment sectors, as well as universities and other training providers the fair is an amazing
opportunity for students to gain a massive number of employer encounters. The fair is open to all Year 9 -13 but is
particularly useful for our Year 9 students as they approach their GCSE options for them to open their eyes to all the paths
open to them and how to best prepare themselves to take them.
All Year 9 students will be provided with a careers fair booklet to help them get the most out of the event. Not only
is the event designed to help inspire and inform students about possible careers but to help them choose their
GCSE options later in the year.

Come along to speak to exhibitors from a wide range of careers including the Police, finance, childcare, logistic and graphic design. With five varied zones these something for everyone:

Universities, colleges and the Sixth Form will all be there, as well as employers and apprenticeship and training providers.
Year 9 and 10 students can start to find out about a variety of careers and pathways with exhibitors from hairdressing to the
Health Service and computing to construction. This can help with GCSE options and choices after GCSEs.
Year 11, 12 and 13 students
All Year 11 school leavers now have to stay in education or training until they are eighteen. Sixth Form students also have
many more options to consider after A Levels or BTEC qualifications so it is more important than ever that they find out all
they can about the opportunities open to them to help them make informed choices about their future. They will be able to
speak to representatives from Universities, Sixth Form and Colleges, Apprenticeship Training Providers, Professions and
Employers. Directions’ Careers Advisers will be available to give independent careers advice and guidance.
For Year 11 and 13 students looking for apprenticeships, we have employers and
training providers who may be recruiting!!

:

Please see our Careers program map for a full overview of what is planned for the year and visit our website for more details
of our career’s events. Great Baddow High School Careers information

Students can often be worried and confused about deciding on a career while at school when in fact it is important for them
to see that a career is something that can and will change many times throughout their lives. What better way to
demonstrate this than by looking at our own Great Baddow High School staff and their education and changing careers that
led them here.

Chemistry Teacher
University of East Anglia
Chemistry BSc
Masters in Chemistry MChem
Biology / Chemistry / Geography / PE
o

Meeting deadlines
Teamwork
Safeguarding
Time management
Problem Solving
If you would like more information about any of the job roles or education paths please feel free to contact
Miss Jones at jnh@gbhs.co.uk
o

Teacher – GBHS
Response Police Officer

All Year 11 students met with the Careers Adviser in Year 10 and are now being offered a career guidance meeting. This is
an opportunity to talk to an independent Careers Adviser about their ideas for the future, options and pathways, subject
choices and more. Whether they want to stay on in the sixth form, go to
college, find an apprenticeship or are still undecided, they will need to
thinking about this now! Students will be notified of their appointment via
their tutors and information is available to parents to them to help them
prepare and get the best out of their meeting.
If students or parents want to speak or arrange an appointment, please email
Deborah Anderson, Careers Adviser on careers@gbhs.co.uk .

On 31st January a group of students from the library’s Book
Discussion Group visited Sweyne Park School in
Rayleigh to listen to a talk from the author Lisa Williamson.
Lisa Williamson is a British author who has released three
books so far (The Art Of Being Normal, All About Mia and
Paper Avalanche) and coming out in July is her new book,
First Day of my Life.

transgender identity. The extracts she read from her books
sound amazing and I can't wait to read it. I find it very
inspiring that a cisgender, heterosexual, heteroromantic
person would write a story about the transgender
community and her other stories have some great themes
around them! Inspirational and a much-needed person! P

She spoke to us about her inspirations for her books, her life
growing up and told us about some of the themes
explored in her books and answered some questions asked
by students listening. The questions asked brought out
some of Lisa’s most interesting life story which made us all
think of writing from a new perspective that inspired us so
much that Rosie (Year 9 ) said “Lisa Williamson gave a very

“Todays visit to hear Lisa Williamson talk about her novels
was an insightful and enjoyable invitation into the world of
writing and publishing, specifically those centring around
issues that young people face.” E (Year 12)

inspirational talk to us which left many, including myself,
very eager to read her books.” Lisa felt that there weren’t

enough British books that explored the themes of LGBTQ+
and ended with a happy ending.

(Year 9)

“We were able to experience the deeper thinking into her

books, especially the act of being normal, in which started
her career. This was an excellent experience and I hope I will
encounter many more like it.” G (Year 10)

If you are
interested in
“Listening to Lisa’s life story was inspirational as it shows
reading any of
that you can always change what you want to do in life and Lisa’s books, they
that you should never give up on something you want to do, are available in
no matter how many people think you can’t do it. I think
the library.

that many inspiring authors might be able to include new
ideas into their writing after listening to her talk.” G – Year 9 Student Report:
"Lisa Williamson was great and I love how her stories include
many people of different backgrounds, specifically the
transgender (LGBTQ+) parts of some of her books. When I
spoke to her, she was nice and encouraging about my own

A workshop with the magician Paul Regan was held to help
the Sports Readers students develop their perseverance skills
and self-confidence in a fun way and to learn a new skill.
Paul allowed us to harness the powers of magic in the realms
of cards, foam balls and rope. I now have the ability to make
three ropes of unequal length transform into the same
length. I can make foam balls appear and disappear whenever
I want them to. I also got him to sign my ace of spades to
make it especially magical! He made us magnificently marvel
at his magical powers, wondering how he waltzed the wispy
wizardry in front of our very eyes.
I didn’t think that we would be able to do the tricks ourselves
or that he would give us free cards, balls and rope. He was
honestly awesome and inspired me to try to do some more
magic myself. I really thought that he was great and I loved
the day!
Student Report: By Margaret

“Today was the best day ever because a man called Paul came
into my school and showed us some hard but kind of easy
magic tricks. He was a really cool magician and it was a great
time .There was a few card games, like reading peoples mind
to find the card . There was another game which includes four

By Daisy (Year 9)

sponge balls and you could make them disappear and
re-appear. There was also a game called the rope game which
was three different lengths and then it changes to the same
lengths.” Ella
“The magician was really intelligent, funny and explained
things well and helped me when I struggled with magic tricks,
like how to make the three ropes the same length and he was
an excellent magician.” Stanley
“My favourite trick was probably the disappearing ball but I
still liked all of it. He taught us really cool magic tricks but I
am not allowed to tell
you how they are done.
The whole thing was
really amazing!”
George

“World Religion Day was on Sunday 19th January and to
celebrate it, it was organised that we would have a
discussion with three individuals, each representing a
different faith: Islam, Christianity and Buddhism. Students
across the school were invited to engage in the exchange of
personal beliefs and opinions with each other and our guests.
The interaction was enlightening and inspiring for everyone,
so much so that some Year 11 and Year 12 students returned
in their own time to continue the discussion. We thank Alex,
Phil and Sidra for taking the time to share their stories and
answer all of the questions presented by the students.”
Morgan, Year 12.

To celebrate World Religion Day in the library we held a Three
Faiths Forum for students from various year groups. We also
promoted books throughout the week which have strong
ethical themes to them. These books are great for starting a
debate with other students.

On Saturday 25th January we left for Stansted airport with
On our way to our next stop we visited the memorial of the
thirty-five Year 10 students and three members of staff (Miss mentally and physically disabled. This featured a clear blue
Lambert, Mrs Chillcott and Mr Dobson).
pain of glass around 80ft long. It stood next to what was the
T4 building in which many of the disabled were euthanized
At the airport we met our tour guides Andy White and Andy throughout 1939-45. We later visited the prison in which
Lock. The first site we visited was Lustgarten. We found out many political prisoners were executed. Andy informed us it
about the forming of the Weimar republic and what was the is still a running prison today, which led to another question
Royal Palace and how it’s now just a replica. We then had a as to whether it was morally right.
self-guided tour of the German Historic Museum. This was
extremely informative and surreal to see real objects, such
The most prominent visit of the day and possibly the trip
as the propaganda posters we had seen in our lessons.
was our visit to Sachenhausen concentration camp. This
was an emotional trip for many students and a moving
Once the tour had finished we headed over to the Bebelplatz experience to visually see a horrible, yet important moment
in which the book burning took place. We were informed
in history. We were told more in detail of Hitler’s regime of
that it was surrounded by the Humboldt University where
terror and persecution.
Einstein taught and the books that started the burning
Once back in Berlin we had a dinner that features a local
came from. We also visited the Nue Wache, memorial for the delicacy of currywurst. Our last stop was the dome of the
fallen in war and dictatorship, passing the Brandenburg gate Reichstag. We had the opportunity to go to the top of the
(the symbol of Berlin).
dome and encounter a once in a life time view of the Berlin
skyline at night.
Following this we viewed several memorials, one just
outside of the Reichstag, paying respect to the fallen
The last day we travelled to the Berlin Olympic stadium. This
members of the Reichstag. It was built like shattered
is where Jesse Owens set world records and bravely
concrete in a line, possibly symbolising a broken economy
challenged Hitler’s racial beliefs. We later had time to shop
but it’s open to interpretation. Following on from this, we
and had the opportunity to visit the mall of Berlin. Which
went to see the Sinti and Roma memorial. You could clearly had a slide from the top floor to the ground!
see a lot of thought went into the memorial. It was a black
triangle surrounded by a circle of camps they were
Overall it was an amazing trip thank you to all the staff,
executed at. We later found out the triangle was the badge guides and anyone else that helped organise the trip.
they would wear to be identified by. They were killed due to
being ‘racially impure’.
Student Report: By Giorgia 10H2
Day two was a very emotional day as we focused on the
persecution of the Jews. Our first stop was at the
Topography of Terror. Also including life in Nazi Germany,
prosecution of Nazis and examples of anti-Nazi behaviour.

In January, we held our Year 12 and 13 BTEC performance exams. Both
year groups have been working for several weeks on their practical
exam. Year 12 had to perform part of a script in a specific theatrical style.
Year 13 had to devise a performance themselves, and took inspiration
from ‘The Hunger Games’ to create an improvised piece in a physical
theatre style. It was particularly pleasing to see so many students in the
audience supporting the actors. The evening was a lovely example of the
talented young performers we have and the progression both year
groups have made this year.

This term, we took our Year 10 GCSE Drama students to Southend to see the chilling
‘Woman in Black’ at the Palace Theatre. Students have been studying this play for several
weeks in lessons and will be writing about the performance in their GCSE written paper.
The production is a spine-tingling tale about the horrors faced by Arthur Kipps whilst
working at Eel Marsh House. The show only stars three actors, but their ability to capture
the audiences' imaginations and make them jump out of their seats is why it has been
running for over twenty-five years! Needless to say our students were equally terrified and
keen to rehearse scenes for themselves upon returning! A fantastic trip and successful
experience for all.

Students from Years 7-10 performed a matinee of the ‘Wizard of Oz’ to pupils from Larkrise
Primary School and Beehive Primary School. We also ran two evening performances to sell
out audiences! Miss Hinchcliffe and I would like to say a huge congratulations to the cast
and backstage crew for all of their hard work over the last four months.
Students had been rehearsing twice weekly since September, including two Saturday
rehearsals, in order to ensure the production was the best it could be. We would also like to
make a special thanks to the students in Year 10 who volunteered to paint the backdrops and
gave up their break and lunch times for two weeks to complete it. Our Year 12 students
helped out during all performances and we are very grateful for their assistance. Being part
of a school show allows students to not only perform but meet people from all different year
groups. It really does give them a sense of community and for some, this was their first time
being part of a production. Well done to all involved, and a particular thanks to Mr Bowers
for the lighting, Miss Draper and Miss Donnelly for the makeup and our site team for all their
support. View the Photo Gallery.

In February, we took pupils involved in The Wizard of Oz to the Apollo Theatre in London
to see Wicked. This show is a fantastic example of a musical production at its finest! Our
students were in awe at the set, lighting, costumes and performances. It was a
wonderful evening, with pupils from Years 7 to 12 enjoying the chance to be together
one final time. All pupils were impeccably behaved and full of excitement. Thank you to
all students who were involved in The Wizard of Oz (and the making of the set), these
memories really do impact the students and last a lifetime.

Wednesday 26th Feb: Sixth Form theatre trip to London.
Thursday 27th Feb: 3:15 p.m. meeting on Magic of the Musicals, the summer show.
May: Year 9&10 Sandon performance evening and Year 12 theatre trip to London
July: Magic of the Musicals performance evening.

Year 7 Spanish classes, 7G1 and 7B2, have been busy this term
learning about verb conjugation, so I challenged them to
design a creature that could show how conjugation works.

Year 7s we have! Thanks to all the students and their families
for the huge amount of effort that clearly went into this
homework.

As always, they surpassed my expectations! I had many bugs
and ladybirds, aliens, butterflies, an octopus , a turtle and
even a cat with conjugated paws! What a talented bunch of

Señora Barkway
Spanish Teacher

Our Elite Sport Student’s have been just as busy over the
Christmas period and throughout January. Students continue
to update us on all their high-level successes and feel
supported from the PE department and school to reach a
healthy balance between training, competitions and school
life. Please keep us updated on your son/daughter’s success
in any sport and if you believe they should be part of this
programme, contact the PE department to find out more.

has prepared her well for this.
Daniel (Year 7) – Currently training Tuesday, Thursday and
Saturdays with games on Sunday for his district or for
Colchester United Football Club. He also plays for the school
in many sports, not just football but also indoor athletics.
Brynley (Year 8) - Represented the regional South East team
for Ice-Hockey for the last four years and for the first two
years was named as assistant captain and captain.
Griffin (Year 9) - Representing the UK in the Hockey
As part of the ESSP, students will be taken out of tutor time
tournament and also enrolled on the "Road to Gold" program
by year group for a check in on how they are managing, firstly which is a pathway towards possibly representing the UK in
in their sport, but also with balancing school and their hectic the future at the Summer Olympics.
training regimes. We believe that this will help to give them
Amber (Year 10) – Played for Essex U15’s A team and they have
support but also educate them on how to keep healthy and
so far beaten all three teams that they have played. Amber is
cope with internal and external pressures.
training each Monday with Surrey Storm East Region as well
We are still in the process of organising a nutrition workshop as playing U15 for Conquerors she has played up in the U16
to educate our students on good food to fuel them, a
National Squad who play in Eastern Region 1. Aside from that
balanced diet to support their training demands and healthy Amber has also in her spare time with Sarah been coaching a
snacks instead of quick fixes. This is important for all our
group of U11’s and they very much enjoy this
students but specifically our Elite Athletes due to their
Amy (Year 11) - At just 15 years old, Amy has experienced a
training and competing commitments.
global competition that could eventually prepare her for
Here are some of our students’ most recent successes:
future events such as the Winter Olympics. She competed in
the Lausanne 2020 Winter Youth Olympics for Ice Hockey and
Lois (Year 7) – Competing in the Essex Age Championships at received a Silver medal. Read news article.
the London Aquatic centre. Hopefully Lois’s regular training

Love Your Library Day is back!
On 15th February libraries will showcase how they celebrate
Science, Technology, Engineering, Art and Mathematics (STEAM).
Visit Great Baddow Library from 9am – 5.30pm.
From 10am Family Fun with STEAM Activities – including Sand Art
From 3pm Join regulars for Scrabble

On Wednesday 8th January 2020, the art teachers from Great Baddow High School went to Baddow Hall Junior School to
lead an art workshop for a group of students ranging from Years 3 to 6.
The activities were based on the National Portrait Gallery project – Take One Picture 2020. The image selected for this year
was Battle of San Romano, Paolo Uccello, 1428-40. Following on from a workshop run at Great Baddow High School for
local Primary School staff, the art department were invited to run an afternoon of art with students at Baddow Hall Juniors.
The students looked at shape, with particular refence to geometric shapes and triangular forms. Using these shapes, cardboard slot sculptures were created working in teams, investigating structures, balance, three dimensional form and
stretching their creativity. Their investigations then progressed to using alternative media that worked in a contrasting
way, producing sculptures that show curve and flow.
Students went on to experiment with perspective and took a series of photographs using everyday objects and themselves
to explore forced perspective in particular.
Classes from across the school came together and exhibited their work based on The Battle of San Romano as a finale to
the week working across the curriculum on the project.

The art department invited ex head of
faculty and artist Alison Foottit to return
and deliver an acrylics session to our Year 12
students. They explored the materials,
colour mixing and unpicked the work of
renowned portrait artists Lucian Freud,
Jenny Saville and Tai Shan Schierenberg by
producing large scale painted studies of
their work. They have since applied their
knowledge of painting with acrylics to large
still life works.

On Tuesday 28th January 2020 a group of Year 11 art students were taken to the Tate Modern Gallery, London to view the
international modern and contemporary permanent collection. Tate’s art collection embraces all media, from painting,
sculpture, drawing and prints to photography, film, video, installations and performance.
Students recorded from first-hand exhibits as part of the GCSE artist research component for their current externally set
assignment. We had a really lovely day and it was interesting to observe the pupil’s reaction to the contemporary art
works that were on display.

Although only a short half
term we have still managed a
huge array of sporting
fixtures and extra-curricular
clubs. We have had lots of
fantastic successes and we
are very proud of all the
pupils sporting commitments
and efforts.
Football continues to thrive
with pupils enjoying the
game and competing in very
competitive games in the
MESSSA league. Pupils have
thoroughly enjoyed their
curriculum lessons in the
Dome developing their
football skills further and
focusing on combing these
into game play.

they learn from experience
and build their team
structure. Our upper school
pupils continue to lead by
example through their
commitment to training. It
has been fantastic to offer all
pupils a range of game play in
basketball. This not only
includes full court games but
also tournaments to build
knowledge of the game.

The swimming pool is still
very busy with a number of
galas still to take place. Pupils
more recently took part in the
Relay Galas where we had a
number of successes. Our
water confidence class is still
running with pupils
improving their swimming all
Netball is very popular with all the time. It is fantastic to
age groups enjoying very
watch how quickly this class
competitive fixtures in the
learns and progresses. We
league. The netball league
thank Mrs Algar for her
comes to a close next half
continued support in running
term and Years 7, 8, and 9 will this class.
enjoy their District rallies.
Sixth Form netball has
Our cross country club
continued to be successful
continues to be very popular.
and pupils will enjoy their last The commitment from pupils
school fixtures after the half in improving their fitness has
term. For some of these
been very pleasing to see. We
pupils it will be the
have had lots of team success
conclusion of seven years of in the cross country and also
school netball.
individual success. Many
pupils have been selected for
Basketball has been very busy Essex to run in the
this half term. All year groups championships which is very
have enjoyed MESSSA fixtures prestigious.
and some age groups have
made the knockout stages of Mr Macaulay works very hard
the Essex Cup. Year 8
with our pupils at badminton
competed against two tough club on a Wednesday
teams in their quarter final
morning. He has significantly
games, whilst Year 7 await
developed their skills and
their semi-final as does the
game play. He ensures that
U16 team. Our Year 7 and 8
pupils develop their skills as
teams continue to develop as well as their knowledge of the

game and the rules. Pupils in
KS4 have also been attending
a Thursday morning
badminton club to achieve
higher end marks in their
GCSE PE studies.
Our recent successes in
indoor athletics has sparked
an early ‘buzz’ for the
activities across the
department. We are very
proud of our U14 boys and
girls teams who made the Lee
valley Indoor Cup Finals. Our
boys team won the event and
our girls team finished in
second place. This is an
outstanding achievement. It
was the first time we had
entered this competition
against many of the top
schools across the county. We
also competed earlier in the
term in the Sportshall
Athletics competition. Again,
we had a huge amount of
success and our Year 7 boys
progressed through to the
county finals.
Gymnastics and Trampoline
continue to thrive, and pupils
are enjoying lots of success.
We are pleased to announce
that we have both a team and
individual pupil who have
made the national Trampoline
finals in March. They travelled
to Cardiff early in January to
win with strong marks to
make this progress. We look
forward to the Floor and Vault
National qualification coming
up soon. For the first time, we
entered the Milano
Gymnastics competition
which included team
performances on the floor
including acro routines and
individual routines as well as
vault. We were thrilled to

achieve qualification for two
teams in the competition
who now progress to the
national finals in March.
Key Stage 3 pupils will again
change activities for PE after
half term. Can we please ask
that pupils check the
Programmes of Study board
to ensure they know what
activity they will be doing and
that they have the correct PE
kit. It is essential that pupils
dress appropriately for PE. In
cold weather we encourage PE
jumpers and either plain black
tracksuit bottoms or plain
black leggings.
Please can we remind you to
ensure that all PE uniform is
labelled to reduce items
going missing.
We have been very pleased
with how pupils have
embraced the extra-curricular
programme in this short half
term. We would still like to
encourage anyone who has
not tried a club in the PE
department to come along
and give one a go. Our clubs
are fun and open to everyone
to join in.
We would like to take this
opportunity to thank the
pupils for their continued
hard work and also parents
for your support in bringing
your children to clubs and
collecting them.
Mrs K Davis
Head PE Faculty

Congratulations to all the GBHS students who qualified to compete in the Essex County Swimming Championships. With
the first weekend completed, a particular well done to May (Year 10) who had a very successful weekend, winning medals in
every one of her events and also secured an Olympic time trial qualifier in the 100m Freestyle alongside her 50m butterfly
at The British Championship in April.
May won gold in 50m butterfly, 50m freestyle, 100m freestyle, 400m freestyle, and open ladies 200m freestyle relay team,
with bronze in 50m back and 50m breast.
Good luck to everyone taking part in the remaining events.

It has been another extremely
busy few weeks in boys PE.
Effort levels have been
excellent and attendance at
clubs has been superb.
I always feel that the
preparation and time that all
of the boys give, really pays
dividends at this time of the
year when the winter sports
begin to come to a climax
with Quarter, Semi and Finals
being played in a vast array of
sports and competitions.
Year 7 and 9 boys have had a
really strong term, with both
age groups progressing into
the next stages (Quarter
Finals) of the county football
cup. A competition entered by
such a vast amount of
schools is a tremendous
achievement. Saturday
morning football fixtures
against Enfield have also
given a wide range of boys
the opportunity to play and
represent the school
producing some excellent
performances.

popular activity this half term
with Mid Essex as well as
county cup competitions
taking place. The Mid Essex
format has also provided
students the opportunity to
represent the school and to
continue to make all sports as
inclusive for all is something
we are always keen to
encourage. Year 7 and 8 still
have county basketball
quarter finals to play, while
the Year 9, 10 and 11s suffered
narrow defeats in the same
round, playing some nice
basketball but just missing
out by the odd basket. Sixth
Form await who we will play
in the semi final.

Rugby at Great Baddow has
seen waterfall tournaments
for Years 7 and 8. Both age
groups had Mid Essex
competitions in preparation
for the county waterfall
festivals after half term. All
year groups have the annual
7s festivals after half term
which try to encourage free
flowing attacking rugby that
Basketball has been our most makes it both exciting and

enjoyable for the boys who
have the opportunity to take
part.
A few swimming
competitions have taken
place this half term which
have involved fixtures against
Moulsham, as well as the
annual Mid Essex relays where
all year groups had to
opportunity to take part.

Pupils will again change
activities for PE after half
term. Can we please ask that
pupils check the Programmes
of Study board to ensure they
know what activity they will
be doing and that they have
the correct PE kit. It is
essential that pupils dress
appropriately for PE. In cold
weather we encourage black
tracksuit bottoms. We have
been very pleased with how
pupils have embraced the
extra-curricular programme in
this short half term. We
would still like to encourage
anyone who has not tried a
club in the PE department to
come along and give one a
go. Our clubs are fun and
open to everyone to join in.
We would like to take this
opportunity to thank the
pupils for their continued
hard work and also parents
for your support in bringing
your children to clubs and
collecting them.

Gymnastics training and
attendance has been
excellent since September
and I know a lot of the boys
are looking forward to the
gymnastics competition that
takes place after half term.
Cross Country continues to go
from strength to strength
where we had the Year 7 and 8
boys and girls event at
Stubbers activity centre and
huge congratulations to both
Matthew and Greg who were
selected to represent Essex in
an upcoming event after two
exceptional performances in
the two races secured a 19th
and a 4th place finish in the Mr A Russell
county.
Head of Boys PE

Great Baddow High School
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Please ensure you acquaint yourself with the
school’s procedures around punctuality and
attendance
Punctuality
A very small minority of students continue to be
late to school. All students should be on the school
premises by 8:40 a.m. Morning registration starts at
8:45 a.m. Arriving punctually to lessons is also very
important to enable lessons to start on
time. Students who are late for school may be
given a 30-minute detention to be served after
school, the following day.
Signing-In
If your child is late for school or late due to
attending a medical or other appointment, they
must have a note signed by you. Failure to produce
a note could result in your child receiving a late
detention. Late arrivals must always sign in at
student administration.
Signing-Out
If your child needs to sign out of school, for
example to attend a medical or dental
appointment, they must have a signed note from
you which they must also ask their tutor to initial.
Your child must then bring the note to the Student
Administration office in order to sign out. Students
are not allowed to leave the school site without
permission.
Year 7 students are required to be collected from
reception they cannot walk out unaccompanied.

Reporting Student Absences
Please ensure a clear detailed message giving a
specific reason for absence, is left on our 24-hour
absence voicemail system by 8.45 a.m. each day. If
a specific detailed reason is not given, the absence
may be unauthorised, which could lead to further
action. If you wish to speak to a member of staff
regarding your child’s reason for absence, please
make a separate call and speak to the appropriate
member of staff. Unfortunately, we are unable to
accept emails as a method of reporting student
absence unless this is by specific arrangement.
Holiday Absence
Fines continue to be levied from parents taking
their children out of school for holidays during term
time and for other unauthorised absence. Please do
not put the school in the embarrassing position of
having to refuse requests for leave during
term-time.

Illness
Please remind your son or daughter that if they feel
unwell they should (with permission from the
teacher, if in class,) report to the Student
Administration Office and must not contact their
parents. It is the role of the office staff to contact
parents if it is considered necessary to do so.
Thank you for your co-operation in these matters.
Mr M Copping
Assistant Headteacher - Behaviour and Safety

SCHOOL TERM DATES AND HOLIDAYS 2019/20
SPRING TERM
Half Term:
Term Ends:

Monday 17th to Friday 21st February 2020
Friday 3rd April 2020

SUMMER TERM
Term Begins:
Bank Holiday:
Half Term:
Term Ends:
Inset Day Three:
Inset Day Four:
Inset Day Five:

Monday 20th April 2020
Friday 8th May 2020
Monday 25th May to Friday 29th May 2020
Friday 17th July 2020
Monday 20th July 2020
Tuesday 21st July 2020
Wednesday 22nd July 2020

2020 - 2021 Term Dates are now available on our website .

JCQ have set the 24th June 2020 as the Contingency Date for GCSE and/GCE examinations should sustained national or local
disruption arise during the June 2020 examination series. All students must make themselves available for examinations until this date.
GCE AND GCSE RESULTS DATES AND TIMES SUMMER 2020
13th August 2020
Year 13 Results: 08.30 am
Year 12 IT Technical/BTEC unit results: 10.00 am
20th August 2020

GCSE Results
Year 11: 9.00 a.m.
Year 12/13: 9.00 a.m.
Year 10: 10.00 a.m.

Day

Date

School Activity

Saturday

22 Feb Ski trip returns

Monday

24 Feb Period One: DEAR session

Tuesday

25 Feb

Wednesday

26 Feb 1700-2245 – Yr 11/13 drama trip to I Think We Are Alone in London

Thursday

27 Feb 0930-1005 – DEAR session
1800-2030 - Careers Fair in PAH/Diner

Friday

28 Feb A Level art gallery visit

Saturday

29 Feb 0900-1900 - Year 7 boys football stadium tour, training session, match experience v Southampton
FC at West Ham United stadium (invite only)
Sports Fixtures are updated on the website weekly

