
MAGNUS
DECEMBER 2021 
THE NEWSLETTER OF GREAT BADDOW HIGH SCHOOL

KEEP UP TO DATE WITH NEWS FROM GREAT BADDOW HIGH SCHOOL
FOLLOW US ON TWITTER OR FACEBOOK

GREAT BADDOW HIGH SCHOOL
WWW.GBHS.CO.UK

Dear Parent, 

Looking back at 2021 at GBHS it has been a year when the whole school community has shone through the dark times of 
adversity and faced everything that has been thrown at it with resilience, positivity and strength. 

The staff and students have all been brilliant, adapting to the transition from remote learning to “normal” practice 
effectively and enthusiastically. There have been bumps along the road, but I am proud to say that, as a community, we 
have faced them with our usual determination. Our Year 11 and Year 13 students are still facing uncertainties around their 
examinations in the summer but, gauging by how they approached and completed their PPEs this term, they will meet any 
challenges they face with the same positive and successful approach.
  
Despite the difficulties the GBHS spirit has continued to shine through with the plethora of extra-curricular events that we 
have experienced throughout this term. Educational trips, charity events, Inter-house competitions, art clubs, drama clubs, 
sports clubs, the Christmas concert, the Gym and Dance display, the list goes on. It is truly inspiring to see the way our 
staff and students have striven to enjoy the best possible education in the face of all challenges. Alongside the classroom 
and extra-curricular activities, our Careers Team have ensured that students have been given the best possible advice and 
information to ensure that they choose the right future pathways to lead them to an exciting and aspirational future. 

The end of this term sees our ten ITT trainee teachers leave us for their second placement. They have all been brilliant in 
their first term in the profession. They will leave us to experience six weeks in a different school and we will welcome some 
new trainees to develop their expertise at GBHS. It is a privilege for us to be at the forefront of training the new generation 
of outstanding teachers to make our students’ experience in school even better. 

This term also saw hundreds of prospective new students and their families attend our school tours. We have received a 
record number of applications for a place in Year 7 next year with parents eager to get a place at GBHS for their children. It 
has been particularly pleasing to see how superbly our Sixth Form has developed over this period. We have seen students 
going on to study medicine or train to be jet pilots and enjoyed the superb work our 6th Form Ambassadors carry out 
throughout the school. GBHS Sixth Form has become the place to study in Chelmsford and our applications for students 
to be a part of this dynamic learning environment are at an all-time high. This shows us at GBHS that our message to the 
community is simple – we are a safe, successful and happy school that will provide the best possible education for all our 
students. 

The details of the start of next term have been communicated in separate letters and the details can be found on Edulink. 

It is with pride that we look back over the last year and see the successes we have all enjoyed despite the difficulties we 
have faced. However, it is not the GBHS way to be complacent. It has been a difficult end to this term, but we are sure that 
next year will see GBHS continuing to develop and deliver an educational, inspirational and ambitiously unique experience 
for all students, staff and parents. I am confident that whatever challenges the new year brings Great Baddow High School 
has the fortitude and enthusiasm to continue to excel. I would like to wish you all a merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year. 
Take care and stay safe 
Paul Farmer 
Headteacher

https://twitter.com/gtbaddowhighsch
https://www.facebook.com/GtBaddowHighSchool
https://www.instagram.com/great_baddow_high_school/
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THE CREATIVE ARTS AWARDS

During half term our students were asked if they would like 
to produce some typical German and Spanish cooking. 
The MFL department was overwhelmed with submissions 
ranging from fact files, posters and baked items! 
We wanted students to discover the Spanish and German 
culture, as well as the language and welcomed the idea of 
this homework being something that the student’s family 
could also enjoy taking part in (especially if it was a 
home-cooked item!). We received photos of home made 
paellas, tortillas, crema catalanas, tapas and churros! In 
German, inspiration was taken from the Channel 4 Great 
British Bake off German Week! We had pictures of German 
cookies, Lebkuchen, honey biscuits and more!

We were also amazed by the talent in the school!  We 
received stitch work from Esme (Y7), art work from Cassie 
(Y7) and Jessica (Y8), a video of ‘bar de España’ from James 
(Y8) and even the song ‘Recuérdame’ from the film Coco 
beautifully sung in Spanish by Ade! (Y7). 

Guten Appetit und danke!!

8G5 VOLCANO MODELS

“In geography our topic this term is about tectonics. 
We have been learning about earthquakes, volcanos 
and tsunamis and we had to make a model volcano for 
our homework. We made them out of paper mache and 
plastic bottles and we made them different sizes and 
colours, and some people even added small houses. 
We brought them into school and made them explode 
using malt vinegar, bicarbonate of soda and red food 
dye. When they erupted, some of the food colouring 
turned pink the more food dye, we used the more red the 
lava became. The smell from the eruptions was atrocious 
because of the vinegar and our classroom smelt horrid 
for days. We really enjoyed both erupting and making 
the volcanos.”      
Student RepoRt: By MaSon yeaR 8 
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SPANISH FILM CLUB

This term, as part of an enrichment programme for Year 
9 Spanish, we have started up a film club, meeting every 
Thursday after school. This half term, we have watched and 
studied the film ‘El Libro de la Vida’ - The Book of Life, which 
is all about ‘el Día de los Muertos ‘ the Day of the Dead, that 
takes place every November in Mexico. 

The students watched the film completely in Spanish and 
then did some activities to investigate the themes and 
ideas in the film. Our last session on the film involved a 
round up of our opinions on the film and the characters, as 
well as watching and doing our own interviews in Spanish 
about the film. Much popcorn has been consumed!

STUDENT VOICE

This term, we held our first Student Leadership 
Conference for the relaunch of Student Voice. 

During registration the School Council Representatives 
for each year group met with their Assistant Head of Year 
to discuss different aspects of school life. Meanwhile, the 
House Captains met with their Head of House to discuss 
different aspects of the school community and the house 
system. The Prefects and Sixth Form Ambassadors were 
also in attendance, taking minutes and supporting staff. 
After these initial meetings, overall representatives for the 
whole School Council and Community House Council met 
up at the Student Leadership Conference in Primmer 
Assembly Hall. 

The conference was chaired by Mrs Draper and students 
were invited to discuss the points raised in their earlier 
meetings and share these with the conference. Students 
raised some excellent points that were then taken to the 
school Governors meeting to be discussed further. 

The prefects met with the Governors and described their 
experience of the conference and shared some of the key 
points that had arisen. These points will now be reviewed 
further by the Senior Leadership Team to see what actions 
can be taken as a result. Students will hear feedback on 
this in assemblies and via messages on the plasma screens 
around the school. Our next Student Leadership Conference 
will take place next half term to continue the process. 

We would like to thank all of the students who took part 
and presented their ideas so effectively and look forward to 
hearing their views again next term.

FRESH MUSIC FRIDAY

At GBHS we celebrated Maths Week England, (8th-12th 
November) by showing a presentation of the greatest 
mathematicians of all times on the school screens, 
engaging our tutees in mini daily activities and giving them 
tutor credits, as well as offering them the 
opportunity to solve NRICH unique problems! 
It was very successful and many credits were awarded!

MATHS WEEK ENGLAND 2021

Don’t forget to look out for Fresh Music Friday every week 
in the Parent Bulletin and the students can find it on the 
display screens around the school.

BADDOW MATHS LEAGUE
Insight, creativity, problem solving and application of 
knowledge; just a few of the skills Year 7  tutor groups have 
been practicing this half term whilst competing in Baddow 
Maths League. They’ve discussed the Arabic language, Greek 
philosophers, The Four Colour Theorem and Platonic Solids.
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After another hugely successful plant sale in the summer, 
Mrs Williams and Mrs Burdon were delighted to be able to 

donate the money raised (£2700) to the many charities 
that the school supports.

£1000 will be given to the school’s well-being fund to 
support Mental Health and Counsellors who come into 
school for our young adults.

£750 will be given to Made for More, a charity who work in 
schools across Chelmsford supporting young people. 

£100 will be given to each Year Group Charity, 
which includes:
• CHILDREN’S SOCIETY (YEAR 8)
• LENNOX CHILDREN’S CANCER CHARITY (YEAR 9)
• SYCAMORE TRUST (YEAR 10)
• GOSH (YEAR 11)
• YOUNG MINDS (YEAR 13)

“Once again a huge thank you to 
everyone in school and in the local 

community who bought our plants and helped us 
raise the money.  This will be our last sale for a 

while as we’re taking a break next year.”
MRS WilliaMS and MRS BuRdon 

£123.65 -  RAISED FOR CHILDREN IN NEED IN THE GREAT 
BADDOW BAKE OFF 2021.

£97.74 -  RAISED WEARING YELLOW FOR YOUNG MINDS 
ON WORLD MENTAL HEALTH DAY.

In addition, during the last week of term, we have been 
fund raising with Christmas Candy Cane sales (over 2.100 
sold), Christmas Jumper Day and the non-school uniform 
day on the last day of term. Unfortunately we do not have 
the total amount raised from these, but will provide an 
update in the New Year.

CHARITY DONATIONS

A group of our amazing Great Baddow staff successfully 
completed the Shine Walk in September, raising more than 
£2150 foR CanCeR ReSeaRCh uK. A fantastic achievement.

£142.50 - POPPY APPEAL 2021.

£136.35 - RAISED FROM SWEET SALES WHICH WENT 
TOWARDS THE STUDENT WELL BEING FUND.

SHINE WALK
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“On Thursday 25th November, all Business Studies students gathered in 
the hall to watch an amazing live virtual tour of three Amazon 
warehouses, based in the UK. 

Two of the warehouses were in England, while the other was in Scotland. The 
tour was an hour-long interactive session where Amazon employees showed 
us around their workplace and how a package travels from their warehouses 
to our door. At the end of the session, the hosts answered some of our 
questions about the business.
 

The tour was a fantastic insight into how a major business operated, especially during the current busy 
e-commerce climate. It was fascinating to see how Amazon used multiple machines to sort out the stock, and 
how they used advanced flow production systems to prepare and package their orders. 

All three of the warehouses were very different in how they operated. One of them used mainly technology instead 
of manual labour. One aspect which was particularly fascinating, was the small orange robots underneath the 
stock shelves. These robots would independently move the stock around the warehouse, in a sophisticated 
self-ordering system. Another warehouse used manual labour to efficiently collect products which have been 
ordered and send them down a conveyor-belt for packaging. 

It was interesting to see the goings on of an Amazon warehouse. Originally, we intended to visit in person but 
could not due to COVID-19 restrictions. However, the virtual tour was just as much of a fantastic 
opportunity. Fortunately, we were able to see parts of the humongous compound, which we wouldn’t have been able 
to if we visited in person. The tour was an overall success!”
Student RepoRt: By MyleS d

BUSINESS STUDIES - AMAZON VIRTUAL PRESENTATION

OUR AMAZING STUDENTS!

This term parents have shared numerous messages about their childrens successes outside of school. 
Congratulations to:

• May B who was selected to attend the Swim England Swimming National Junior Squad Programme for 2021-2022 and 
was Eastern Region Champion in 100M Freestyle swimming.

• Anastasia in Year 7 on being selected for the U13 County Cricket squad.
• Amy R in Sixth Form heads off to Iceland to represent the U18 England Ice Hockey Team.
• Maisy M in Sixth Form was selected for U18 Pulse Super League netball team.
• George C on his selection for football trials at regional level.
• Chloe in Year 10 on making the U17 girls squad at Northwood Hockey Performance Centre.
• Sonny  in Year 8 who was placed 7th in the British Judo Championships on Sunday 5th December in Sheffield.
• Cait in Year 9 who competed in the National Swimming Championships in Sheffield. 
• Daisy in Year 9 who was shortlisted for the Young Person of the Year 2021 in the Community Radio Awards.
• Ed in Year 10 on passing his examination for a Car Racing Licence at Silverstone.

We are proud of the hard work and commitment that our students consistently demonstrate both in and out of school and 
congratulate any students, that we have not mentioned, that have achieved success outside of school this term.



BADDOW BAKE OFF 2021
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The Great Baddow Bake Off was back this year with 
twenty-four student entries made. The creativity for the 
book themed show stopper bakes were outstanding. It was 
a great morning of viewing and tasting for students and 
staff alike to raise funds for Children in Need.

Mr Farmer’s winners were:
1st Anais C 10E3 – Charlie and the Chocolate Factory 
2nd Layla W 8A2 – The monster book from Harry Potter.
3rd Sophie 10H3 and Rhys 7H3 – Wonka bar.

Student choice winners were:
1st                 James D 8H2 – Magic dust book. 
2nd (Joint)  Emeilia P 8H2 – The Secret Garden and 
                     Stirling D 7E2 – The Art Of Racing In The Rain. 
3rd               Chloe P 8H1 – Guardians Of The Galaxy.

Every entry was fabulous but special mentions to Lily and 
Imogen for their Pride and Prejudice cake, for Stirling’s 
gluten free racing cake and for Scarlets Shadow cake, the 
sponge was amazing. Also Miss Flack for her staff entry. 

£123.65 WAS RAISED FOR CHILDREN IN NEED. 

Huge thanks to the staff who came and helped: The library 
staff and Mrs Sargeant for coordinating, Mr Faulkner 
(photos), Mrs Draper, Mrs Tucker, Mr Bowers and Mr 
Gibbon, Miss Derbridge. Also to Mrs Cunning and Mrs 
Wicker for lending trays and utensils from the cookery 
rooms. A special thanks to our excellent Prefects and 
helpers too: Rosie B, Daisy and Katie H, Gracie B, Bartek, 
Ellie T, Grace D and Olive O.
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We celebrated Chrismas Jumper Day on Friday 12th December, where staff and students across the school donned their 
Christmas Jumpers and donated £1 to Save the Children.
Our four winners were; Sean W (10H1), Charlie (9E3), Alissa K (7He), Safia P (8H1)



CHRISTMAS CARD COMPETITION
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Well done to all our students that took 
part in the annual House Christmas 

Card Competition.

1st: Amelie W (Yr 10).
2nd: Isabelle P (Yr 7) 

3rd: LaReine M (Yr 10) and Jessica S (Yr 7)
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This term we have renamed the Resource Base for Hearing 
Impaired Students (RBHIS) to the Resource Base for Deaf 
Students (RBDS) as we felt that in 2021 that the term 
‘hearing impaired’ was focusing on the negative and not 
how it should be. We want our students to have a positive 
deaf identity and be proud to be deaf!

NDCS Workshops on Monday 13th December gave our deaf 
students the opportunity to be together for the day. To 
share their thoughts, ideas and experiences. They took part 
in workshops linked to deaf identity, technology and their 
future.

British Sign language clubs have resumed since September! 
It has been great to be able to welcome all students back 
into the resource base area and see them pick up their 
hands to learn their first signs.

Congratulations to Mrs 
Murphy for completing her 
challenge to swim two miles 
in the Serpentine! 
She has amazingly raised 
over £600 for Children with 
Cancer UK.
Congratulations also go to 
RBDS student Dexter on his 
‘Zoo Aquarium Hero Award’ 
which he received for 
making videos for the
National Marine Aquarium, 
which he signed for the 
hearing impaired.

We welcomed Paul Newbury 
from Positive training to 
deliver the RBDS CPD session 
after school. 

The staff ‘loved every minute 
of the training’ and found it 
hugely valuable in continuing 
to support our Deaf students.

HUMAN RIGHTS DAY 2021
The Religion, Philosophy and Ethics department wanted to 
celebrate some of the fantastic work that our Year 9 
students have completed this term to support Human 
Rights Day 2021 by producing human rights posters.
This was part of a module on ‘What makes us human?’
The students were asked to choose three rights that they 
thought were particularly important to them and then 
explain their reasons why they thought those rights were 
important in the form of a poster to promote the value of 
human rights.
MoRe exaMpleS of the poSteRS Can Be vieWed on ouR WeBSite heRe.

EUROPEAN LANGUAGES WEEK
We celebrated European Week of Languages this term with 
a variety of resources supporting lessons across the whole 
curriculum. 
A series of challenges formed a languages competition for 
all tutor groups incorporating debates, quizzes and 
interactive activities. The MFL Department displayed ten 
different posters around the school, each with a QR code 
linking to a music video and students were challenged to 
watch the videos to see if they could work out what 
language the song was being sung in. Well done to all 
students that took part over the course of the week.

GREAT BADDOW HIGH SCHOOL
WW.GBHS.CO.UK

https://www.gbhs.co.uk/661/latest-news/post/119/celebrating-human-rights-day-at-gbhs
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YEAR 8 - TAKE YOUR CHILD TO WORK DAY
This half term we were pleased to be able to once again run our “Take your child to work day” event. Year 8 students spent 
the day with a family member or family friend in their place of work. It was a great opportunity for them to get first-hand 
experience of life in the workplace. Below are just some of the areas of work some of our students were able to experience:

Industrial Rope access Cosmetic Car Repair Finance Audi

Sunrise nursery Commercial Advertising Automotive Manufacture Primary Education

Supply Chain Accountancy Caravan servicing and sales Financial Investments

Financial Software 
development

Estate agent HR and Wellbeing 
consulting

Retailer

Student union Security Installations Social Housing Painting and decorating

Surveying International Bank Building

COULDN’T TAKE PART?

WORKPLACE  JOURNALS
Every student in a placement was provided with a journal to log their experience and prompt them with questions to get 
the most out of the day. It has been wonderful to read about the amazing time the students had. If you haven’t returned 
your journal, there is still time. Please hand this into your tutor before the Christmas holidays and winners of the Careers 
Excellence certificates and the mystery prize will be picked in the new year.

If you were unable to visit a workplace this time around, we would like to invite all students to try and arrange a suitable 
workplace visit in the Easter holidays for one day. Reminders of this will be sent out in the new term and all students who 
are able to arrange a visit will be provided with a blank workplace journal to fill in. Students who visit during the summer 
will also receive 5 credits for a complete booklet and be entered into a prize draw.



SIXTH FORM
The Autumn Term has seen a return to visits to support the 
learning of the students. Psychology students have recently 
attended a workshop in London, looking at how psychology 
is used in magic, hypnosis and dance. The conference also 
looked at aspects directly covered within their exams.
The A Level Product Design students went to London to the 
Design Museum.  With their coursework requiring 
imagination and creativity this was a great way to be 
inspired. They have also come back with lots of ideas about 
innovative seating for the common room! To also assist 
with creativity, the art students from Year 12 and 13 recently 
went to the Colchester gallery called First Sign to look at 
contemporary art. Students have to complete a large 
portfolio and so images taken on this day helped to assist 
with this.
Students have really enjoyed getting involved with lower 
school again. The Carol Concert allowed many of our Sixth 
Form students to show off their talents and our Btec 
Leadership team helped and assisted with the Gym and 
Dance display. Sixth Form students also took part in this 
and helped with some of the choreography. Students are 

also helping in lower school lessons, helping in GCSE and 
Key Stage three classes. Together with the role of our Year 13 
ambassadors and also our Year 12 house representatives, we 
have really been able to get involved with other year groups. 
UCAS forms are well underway with a number being sent off 
prior to Christmas. Three of our students applied for Oxford 
and two received interviews. We should hear from them in 
January as to their success in this arduous process!

There has also been a number of notable individual 
performances for students in the Sixth Form which 
demonstrates the balance of not only being able to do their 
academic studies but also things outside of school. May B 
recently attended the Swim England National Winter 
Championships. Freddie W has been selected to represent 
the regional England golf squad and George C has been 
selected to represent the Region in football. It is always so 
lovely to hear how students are doing so please keep us 
informed.  
MRS J feRguSon

head of Sixth foRM

GREAT BADDOW HIGH SCHOOL
WW.GBHS.CO.UK

Wednesday 17th November saw the launch of our GB Medics programme - a programme designed to support students 
interested in applying for medicine at the end of Year 13.
Twelve Students from Year 11 to Year 13 visited  the School of Medicine at Anglia Ruskin University where staff from the 
university explained the process of applying for a career in medicine. Students undertook an interactive session involving 
emergency first aid and the use of a defibrillator. The programme will work with former students who are taking medicine 
and gaining their expertise as well as supporting students with the UCAT assessment they need to take.

GB MEDICS PROGRAMME

GREAT BADDOW HIGH SCHOOL
WW.GBHS.CO.UK



SIXTH FORM
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PSYCHOLOGY CONFERENCE

On Wednesday 1st December, Year 12 and 13 psychology 
students attended a psychology conference in London. 

The aim of the day was to help students to consider the 
difference between science and pseudoscience and the 
many speakers discussed the importance of rigorous 
research in science and accurate interpretation and 
application of findings. Throughout the day, and in between 
many snacks, students heard talks from the conference 
hosts Mike Cardwell (ex-chief examiner for AQA 
psychology), Cara Flanagan (author of our A Level 
textbooks) and Phil Banyard (author and lecturer at 
Nottingham Trent University). 

In addition to this we heard from Oliver Meech who gave 
an extremely entertaining talk on the psychology of magic 
(students have a couple of magic tricks up their sleeves 
now), Dr Lucie Clement talking on psychology and dance 
(from the moves we saw demonstrated we appear to have 
a lot of dance talent in this year’s psychology cohort), and 
the much awaited session by Andrew Newton, who gave a 
live hypnosis demonstration and took questions from the 
students on the science behind hypnosis. 

The students loved being back out for trips again and did 
our Sixth Form proud representing Great Baddow High 
School among other schools in the South East.

ALUMNI NEWS

It is wonderful to hear from past students as they achieve 
success following their years at GBHS. This week we heard 
from Tom, who attended our school from 2006 - 2013 and 
has just qualified as a fighter pilot in the RAF - something 
he had been dreaming of since school.

“I can't thank you enough for your support 
during my time at GBHS and I write to 
you now because in my eyes, these are as 

much your wings as they are mine.”

The Sixth Form product design students visited London’s 
Design Museum for a hands on workshop focusing on 
seating. They discussed what makes a seat, a seat? They 
looked at, and got to test, classic and abstract seating 
designs and then designed their own seating. Afterward 
they got to visit the Designer, Maker, User Exhibition as 
primary research for their A Level NEA and to improve their 
knowledge of design case studies for their exam. 

DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY

In December, Dr Richard Penny from the University of 
Southampton gave a talk to some of our EPQ students on 
refining titles and research tips. For more info on the GBHS 
EPQ course go to www.gbhsepq. blogspot.com 

EPQ VIRTUAL PRESENTATION
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This year the Netball Academy has welcomed seven new players to our squad. They have experienced training sessions at 
least three times every two weeks, learning new skills to develop them, with the aim becoming the best netball players 
they can be. 
Once again, the girls have shown excellent commitment to training and as a group, we continue to get stronger. We have 
entered three competitions this year and so far, we are unbeaten in the U19 Essex Cup beating both King John School and 
St Frances Bardsley Academy for Girls. 
The excellent resilience and ability to make changes to their game was demonstrated by the girls when at half time we 
were four goals down to King John school and came back to win the game convincingly. Thank you to both Poppy and 
Piper who scored for these games. We had some success at the County Round of the National Schools beating both 
Chigwell and King John, but unfortunately just missed out by two goals to both St John Payne and Boswells. 
We were beaten by Brentwood who were the over all winners of this area.

We are delighted to announce that Maisie has been selected for the London Pulse U17 squad this year. 
Huge congratulations to Maisie, as this is an outstanding achievement as competition is extremely 
tough in this region for  these places. 
MRS v SWeeting

netBall CoaCh

YEAR 13 
#1 = Arrabella DG (Vice Captain) #2 = Isobel G #3 =  Millie K #4 = Anais R (Captain) #6 = Imogen S #10 =  Amy R.

YEAR 12 
#11 = Chloe H #12 = Piper K #13 = Maisie M #14 = Daniella M #15 = Elise M #16 = Teni P #17 = Poppy P

NETBALL ACADEMY SQUAD 2021 - 2022

GREAT BADDOW HIGH SCHOOL
WW.GBHS.CO.UK



CREATIVE ARTS - DRAMA
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Our Year 10s and 12s performed this half term to a live 
audience - the first live audience we have had since January 
2020! 

Our Year 12 Performing Arts class showcased their musical 
theatre number from ‘Mean Girls’ and a much 
darker piece from Sarah Kane’s 4:48 Psychosis. 
The two contrasting pieces were equally engaging and 
performed to an exceptionally high standard. 
It was wonderful to see our Year 10 and 11 GCSE Drama 
students in the audience, supporting and learning from our 
older performers. 
Year 10 drama students performed their docu-drama style 
pieces a week later to a full audience. Each group chose a 
real-life event to research; two groups chose the JFK 
assassination, one group chose The Enfield Hauntings and 
the final group chose Princess Diana’s life. Our Year 10 
students were taught in classrooms for all of 2020, 
unable to use the drama studio, lighting, props or 
costumes. Despite this, every student demonstrated 
positivity, professionalism and determination to showcase 
their acting. The sense of achievement generated through 
the audience applause was a perfect boost to their 
confidence. 
MRS l Moon

head of dRaMa

The department continued to run our drama clubs this half 
term. 
Thank you to Morgan, Lottie and Daisy in Year 12 for leading 
our Musical Theatre club. Our drama clubs are open to all 
and run until 4pm. We hope to be able to showcase some of 
their work in the Spring Term to a live audience. Well done 
to all those who arrive each week with such energy and 
enthusiasm to participate. It is wonderful to see their love 
for performing and their confidence grow each week.



CHRISTMAS CONCERT 2021
On Monday 6th December, our annual Christmas Service at 
Chelmsford Cathedral returned to kick-start the 
festivities at Great Baddow High School. The evening was 
filled with music, drama and art with performances from 
the one hundred and one students who participated. 
A festive mural was displayed at the back of the Cathedral 
showcasing the Christmas card entries for all to enjoy prior 
to the performances. 

We had wonderful solos from Rosie B, Jasmine A, Noah P, 
Kudak T, Ellie T, Charlotte G, Elena W, Jess V and Megan H 
and we thank these students for their individual 
contributions to the evening. Instrumental ensembles gave 
rousing renditions of ‘Away in a Manger’, ‘Ave Maria’ and 
‘Angels We Have Heard on High’. 

Budding Year 7 and 8 students gave a short drama sketch 
based around ‘A Christmas Story’ the musical. The 
students were fantastic and fully embraced ‘the show must 
go on’ motto! Whilst the Musical Theatre Choir 
continued the West End theme with an item from Matilda. 
Top Secret Choir, Rock Choir and Chamber Choir all 
performed as well, singing with high spirits and joy. The 
stars of the show were the Year 7s who sang ‘I’ve Lived’ by 
One Republic before also contributing to the finale piece 
‘You Will Be Found’ which featured all participants. We 
hope to record the latter in the new year, to share with all 
students and parents of Great Baddow High School. 

We would like to thank everyone that came to support the 
students and join in with our traditional carols. It was a 
lovely evening and we are grateful for all the well wishes 
and praise sent our way since the Service. We are already 
booking dates for next year which we hope will be bigger 
and better still! Merry Christmas to you all and for those 
that know; don’t forget to leave porridge out for your gonks 
on Christmas Eve!
MR n Bentley

Joint head of MuSiC
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MUSIC COMPETITION 2021
We had a fabulous evening enjoying our first live music 
event in two years! The students played exceptionally well 
and it was a pleasure to hear the pieces they entered. The 
winners are as follows:
• Grade 1-3: Ade B (7H2)
• Grade 4-5: Faith L (11E1)
• Grade 6-8: Elena W (9E3)
• Composing: Sammy W (10A1)
Congratulations to all that entered. We will be hosting 
another competition later on in the academic year.



AN EVENING OF PIANO
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LIBRARY CLUBS

We run a few different clubs in the library during lower 
school lunch. Please do come along and try one! 
 If students attend any of the clubs in the library, they may 
bring their lunch in with them to eat.

BOOK BUDDIES
Book Buddies runs every Wednesday lunch time.  This is a 
book club with a difference.  Some students don’t like to 
read or, find reading difficult, but still enjoy a good story, 
and so at this club Mrs Harris and Mrs Messin read a book 
out loud while the students just sit back, relax and enjoy.

BOOK DISCUSSION CLUB
This club runs twice per term during Thursday lunch times.  
Students will be asked to read the same book or to choose 
books of a certain topic. Once finished they will then 
discuss the books they have read and occasionally take part 
in activities based on the stories.  
This club also runs for upper school students too.

DEBATING CLUB
Topics to be discussed range widely and students may put 
forward their own topics too. The aim is for students to be 
able to feel at ease talking in front of other students and to 
learn to argue their view on particular subjects with 
confidence. Students will be given the next topic at the end 
of each session so they have time to go away and research 
more about the topic. Debating Club will run once per term 
on a Thursday lunch time.

WORD GAMES CLUB
We have a very competitive Scrabble league in the Library.  
Students play in groups with the highest scorer each term 
winning a prize and having their name put on the 
Scrabble League Board. If Scrabble isn’t your thing then 
you can always try Boggle instead!  Word Games Club takes 
place three times per term during a Thursday lunch time.

BOOK FOLDING CLUB
Our newest club has been a huge success.  
Run on a Monday lunchtime with Mrs Mortier students can 
learn the art of Book Folding and create some wonderful 
book art.

Our current Book Of The Moment is ‘Skin Of The Sea’ by 
Natasha Bowen.  Everyone is raving about it, why not give it 
a go yourself?  It is perfect for fans of The Little Mermaid or 
Children Of Blood And Bone.  
For more book suggestions follow the library on Twitter 
@gbhs_library.

BOOK OF THE MOMENT

YEAR 7/8 BOOK FOLDING CLUB

In September the Library launched the book folding club.  
We weren’t sure how much interest this would generate 
however so many students took part and  created some 
wonderful book folds from old/damaged hard back books.
The school provided books and patterns, with most 
students beginning with a heart folding pattern and once 
they had mastered this, they went on to show their creative 
skills.  Students also provided their own books and folded 
at home.

I think you will agree from the photos, they look 
amazing and are good way of giving an old, used book 
another purpose.The club runs on a Monday lunchtime in 
the library, all welcome.

GREAT BADDOW HIGH SCHOOL
WW.GBHS.CO.UK



LIBRARY RECOMMENDATIONS
Every term we will recommend some great books for each key stage.  Two different genres will be focused on each term 
and this term, as the weather is cold and dark and Christmas is upon us, we thought it would be appropriate to recommend 
some Horror and Christmas books. Next term look out for Mystery and Issue book recommendations!
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On 3rd December some students were privileged to get to 
chat to Reverend Phil Sheldrake.  Phil is the Vicar at St. Paul’s 
Church and was more than happy to come in to school and 
chat to students and answer any questions they might have 
about the Church Of England, religion and Christianity in 
general.  
Christianity is just one of the religions students will learn 
about during their Religion and Philosophy lessons and so 
this is a great opportunity for them to discuss what they 
have learnt and ask any questions they may have.  

REVEREND PHIL SHELDRAKE, ST PAUL’S CHURCH

“Today we had a visit from Rev. Phil Sheldrake and he 
helped us understand more about being a vicar.  

He answered many interesting questions like; the 
hardest part of being a vicar and also the best part too. 

 Rev. Phil’s answers were very different to what I 
expected.  When he was training one of the hardest but 
also very important features was going into prison to 

give sad news.  This was important as Rev. Phil felt as 
if he was helping the community by also praying with 

the person who had lost someone. 
I also understand more that vicars work extremely 

hard. They only get one day off a week and sometimes 
that doesn’t even happen due to something important, 

like making sure a family is ok.  Sometimes this leads 
to providing schools with important information or 

even calling doctors.” 
 layla h. 7e2

“Today we had Rev. Phil Sheldrake visit us about what 
it’s like to be a vicar.  I thought he was a really kind 

and thoughtful man.  
The question I asked was ‘What are your opinions on 

other religions like Buddhism and Sikhism?’  
His answer to that was he thinks 

Christianity was the most simple as you 
don’t have to meditate or learn the bible off 

by heart, all you need to do is believe in God 
and Pray.  His favourite parts about being a minister 

is doing weddings and funerals 
because he likes the responsibility of 

helping people say their final goodbyes.”  
finn 7e2

“Today Rev. Phil came to GBHS.  
It was a wonderful experience and I found so many 

answers to so many questions.  He started worshipping 
at 14, began training at 29 and became a vicar at 36.  
The most enjoyable part of his job was school visits and 
marriages and also funerals for the responsibility of 

being able to provide help to their loved ones.”  
olivia 7e2
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This half term has been very busy with all competitions in 
full flow and students competing weekly in their respective 
age groups. 

We have been very pleased with the excellent approach that 
all students have had to the extra-curricular programme. We 
have seen football, netball, cross country, basketball, rugby, 
indoor athletics, swimming and trampoline competitions in 
district and national fixtures, as well as our gymnasts, 
trampolinists and dancers performing in the recent display.

Water confidence has returned and has proved already to 
be very successful with students improving their swimming 
ability and badminton club continues to thrive with 
students continuously showing their skill and game play 
improvements. We look forward to our sports hall athletics 
and gymnastics competitions taking place in early January, 
as well as all other sports. We have been very pleased with 
the level of progress we have made in many competitions, 
and this is due to the hard work of all students in their 
training preparation. 

We were very pleased to bring back the Gymnastics, Dance 
and Trampoline display this year. Students in Years 7 to 13 
performed incredibly in a variety of choreographed pieces 
in our ‘Come Alive’ themed performance. The skill level 
demonstrated how hard all of the students have been 

working during the extra-curricular clubs. The students 
thoroughly enjoyed the display and we thank you all for 
your support. 

After the Christmas break students in all age groups will 
be changing activities for their PE lessons. Can we please 
ask that students check the Programmes of Study board to 
ensure they know what activity they will be doing and that 
they have the correct PE kit. 

With the weather becoming a little colder can we also 
encourage students to come prepared for each lesson 
(ensuring that this is uniform on our PE kit list). Could we 
also remind you please, that if students cannot physically 
take part in PE lessons, they should still be bringing their PE 
kit to get changed into so they can take on a different role 
within the lesson. 

We would like to encourage anyone who has not tried a club 
in the PE department to come along and give one a go. Our 
clubs are fun and open to everyone to join in. 
Finally, we would like to thank you all for your support in 
the PE department and we wish you a very happy and 
relaxing Christmas and New Year and look forward to an 
exciting 2022.
MRS daviS

head of pe faCulty 



BOYS PHYSICAL EDUCATION
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As the winter nights draw in and the temperature begins to drop, performances and levels of participation have been 
anything but in Boys PE.
Year 7 continue to go from 
strength to strength in all 
areas of the curriculum. 
Lessons have involved boys 
developing key skills in rugby, 
basketball and football and 
utilising these at after school 
clubs and fixtures. A and B 
team fixtures have taken 
place where appropriate to 
give a wide range of students 
the opportunity to represent 
the school in rugby, 
basketball, and football this 
half term. 
The football team have made 
positive strides forward in a 
range of competitions playing 
some great football along the 
way. The rugby team have 
flourished working hard in 
training and putting this into 
game play with successful 
Mid Essex waterfall 
tournaments and friendly 
fixtures Vs King John and 
KEGS this half term on a 
Saturday morning. This 
success is due largely to the 
boys outstanding 
commitment to extra-
curricular clubs but also the 
ability to work effectively as a 
team and for each other. The 
Year 7 basketball team have 
progressed well in the Essex 
cup and have enjoyed two 
victories so far in this 
competition with one to play.

All boys have performed 
extremely well at both the 
Mid Essex and National 
cross-country events. Football 
has also been successful for 
both year groups with Year 9 
winning league and county 
matches. Year 9 basketball 
have won two out of three 

pool games in the Essex 
competition to progress 
to the quarter finals, while 
the Year 8 boys have won 
one and lost one in their 
two pool games to secure 
places in the same round. 
Rugby has been 
excellent for Year 8 with 
some outstanding tackling 
in both waterfall festivals 
that took place this half 
term, and it is clear to see 
how much progression and 
development has taken 
place from a wide range of 
the boys since Year 7. Both 
the Year 8 and 9 rugby 
teams have made the 
second stage of the county 
Essex rugby festivals which 
is also a tremendous effort 
from them all collectively.

a SpeCial Mention MuSt finally 
go to all BoyS Who tooK paRt in 
the lee valley indooR athletiCS 
CoMpetition thiS half teRM. With 
oveR Sixty SChoolS in Kent, 
eSSex and london enteRing, ouR 
yeaR 8/9 BoyS Made the final 
tWelve and did BRilliant in all 
eventS that they tooK paRt in.

KS4 provision for Year 
10 and 11 has also been 
excellent. Highlights have 
included the Year 11 boys 
football team making the 
last thirty-two schools in 
the country in national 
football and in Essex 
football progressing into 
the quarter finals. The 
same year group have been 
making nice progress on 
the rugby field too after 
taking part in an Essex 
festival playing a wide 

range of teams at the end 
of November. Basketball 
matches will pick up for this 
year group after the 
Christmas break. Year 10 
rugby, football and 
basketball have endured 
positive results throughout 
the term playing in district 
and county competitions 
in all these areas. The Sixth 
Form football team have 
enjoyed victories in the 
MESSSA and county 
competition and have 
games coming up in the 
new year. Sixth Form 
basketball is back up and 
running this year and they 
have had some closely 
contested matches too and 
has been brilliant to see our 
boys still playing for the 
school. 
CongRatulationS MuSt alSo go 
to gReg M and finlay M on 
Being SeleCted to RepReSent Mid 
eSSex in the upCoMing eSSex 
CRoSS CountRy ChaMpionShipS in 
JanuaRy. daniel e, JoSh p, flynn 
h, thoMaS t and geoRge C Who 
have all Been SeleCted to RepReSent 
eSSex in ReCent footBall MatCheS 
too. 
As well as the team sports, 
badminton, swimming, 
gymnastics, and 
trampolining are still a key 
part of the boy’s curriculum, 
supported both in lessons 
and extra-curricular time. 

Congratulations to all boys 
who competed in a range of 
trampoline and gymnastics 
events this half term. 

After the Christmas break 
students in all age groups 
will be changing activities 
for their PE lessons. Can we 
please ask that students 
check the Programmes of 
Study board to ensure they 
know what activity they will 
be doing and that they have 
the correct PE kit. With the 
weather becoming a little 
colder can we also encourage 
students to come prepared 
for each lesson (ensuring this 
is part of our PE kit). 

We have been very pleased 
with how students have 
embraced the extra-
curricular programme this 
term. We would still like to 
encourage anyone who has 
not tried a club in the PE 
department to come along 
and give one a go. 
Our clubs are fun and open 
to everyone to join in. 
Finally we would like to 
thank you all for your 
support in the PE 
department and wish you 
a very happy and relaxing 
Christmas and New Year and 
look forward to an exciting 
2022. 
MR RuSSell

head of BoyS pe
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The PE department have had an exciting start to the academic term. It has been excellent to see the Sports College buzzing 
with students attending many extra curricular clubs, or competing for their school in a range of different fixtures. 
The girls have already competed in a range of fixtures such as cross country, netball, swimming, football, basketball, rugby 
and indoor athletics. It has been great to see the hard work and commitment pay off throughout various matches and 
competitions.  We have, and continue to have, excellent commitment from our students throughout the winter sport 
season and are looking forward to the spring and summer sport season.

NEW PE CLUBS
As a department, we are always looking at how to improve 
the experiences for our students. This year we have trialled 
some new clubs, including a Hockey club and Girls’ Rugby 
club. These clubs have allowed students to trial some 
new sports, or those that have trained at a club outside of 
school to play their sport in school. Hockey club welcomed 
a plethora of students of all abilities and ages. These 
students enjoyed many sessions and improved their skills 
and game-play within hockey. Rugby club has been a fun 
and exciting way for students to draw upon skills learnt in 
other sports and experience some new skills, we have even 
introduced some contact. On Wednesday 8th December we 
took the students to their first Rugby tournament against 
other school, this was a festival to improve skills and add 
elements of competition.

ESSA SWIM RELAYS
On Friday 8th October, we took the our girls’ relay teams 
to the ESSA relay gala at Watford. This saw schools from 
all over the East region compete in freestyle and medley 
relays. This was a great evening with very talented 
swimmers. The students performed superbly and qualified 
for the next round, the Swimming Championships on  
Saturday 20th November at the London Aquatics centre. 
The team were nervous but managed to control this and 
swam well,resulting in them coming 17th in the country in 
the medley relay.

YEAR 10 PGL NETBALL TRIP
On Friday 5th November, we took the Year 10 A and B 
Netball teams to PGL Liddington for a weekend full of 
adventurous activities, team building tasks and a netball 
tournament. The students had a great time trying out the 
giant swing, the leap of faith, Aeroball and many other 
activities. We had lots of memorable experiences over the 
weekend, the students worked together as a team, and
supported each other, which resulted in winning the 
netball tournament. We look forward to returning in the 
future.
MiSS l fReeMan

head of giRlS pe

U13 7-A-SIDE FOOTBALL
On Friday 12th November, we took our U13 Football team to 
the Mid- Essex 7 aside Football tournament. 
The tournament was split into two pools which the Baddow 
girls came first in; this meant that they played the winners 
of the other pool. After a closely contested game, which 
resulted in a draw, the game went to penalties. 
With emotions high, the students managed to control their 
nerves and went on to win the tournament.

U14 & U16 NETBALL RALLY

On Sunday 21st November, we took our under 14 and 16 
Netball teams to the National Netball rally after they both 
qualified in the local round rally. The students arrived nice 
and early to allow themselves ample time to get warm and 
prepare for an exciting day of netball. Both teams fought 
until the final whistle in every game, and we as teachers are 
incredibly proud of them. 
The under 16s went through to the semi-finals, where they 
came up against a strong team from the Brentwood School, 
who went on to win the tournament. 

GYM & DANCE SHOWCASE
On Thursday 2nd December, our dancers, gymnasts and 
trampolinists had an opportunity to display their hard work 
throughout the past term at extra-curricular clubs and 
outside of school in the ‘Come Alive’ Gym and Dance 
display. This was made up of a series of seventeen 
excellently choreographed performances. A huge well 
done to all the students who performed, all the students 
who helped with the music and the lights, all of the Sixth 
Formers studying sport who helped run the day, and a big 
thank you to all those that came to watch.

INTERHOUSE COMPETITIONS
We are running our annual interhouse sport competitions 
on the last week of term. Tutor groups can enter teams and 
then will compete after school to gain points for their 
houses. We are looking forward to seeing if Ennis-Hill can 
retain their title, or if they will be knocked off the top by 
Attenborough or Hawking House!



NETBALL TRIP TO PGL LIDDINGTON
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The Year 10 A and B netball teams departed on Friday 5th 
November to Liddington PGL Centre to take part in a 
tournament and activity outdoor adventure weekend. The 
students arrived on Friday afternoon and settled in with a fun 
and very competitive game of capture the flag (in the dark) 
and a mini quiz. This was where we were introduced to our 
group leader, Jacob who built a very quick rapport with the 
students. 

Saturday morning began with the first round of the netball tournament, in which both teams played four games against 
a variety of schools. In the afternoon, students completed the ‘Queue and Do’ activities. These consisted of a giant swing, 
zip lining, vertical challenge, aero ball, abseiling and the climbing wall. Everyone thoroughly enjoyed this and had a fun and 
adventurous afternoon. Later that afternoon we had hot chocolates with marshmallows to warm us up and a game of pool. 
In the evening, we participated in the ‘Photo Challenge’ which Miss Smith and Miss Freeman WON with their excellent ‘out 
of the box ideas’ and rendition of the scene from ‘Dirty Dancing’ We then went on to have pizza and play Scattergories. 
This led to a very fun evening with lots of competition and laughter. 

On Sunday the girls played their final two games of the pool matches. This resulted in the B team coming 5th and the A 
team coming 1st and winning the tournament. 

The students were also greeted by England netball player Ebony Usuro-Brown and had photos and conversations with her. 
In the presentation the A team were awarded medals and a trophy. In the afternoon, students did some more ‘Queue and 
Do’ activities before departing back to school. On the journey home we received our second shout out on BBC Radio One, 
congratulating us on winning the tournament. Overall a very fun and successful weekend full of netball and adventure.
MiSS S SMith

teaCheR of pe
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We continue to check in with our elite sport performers and see how they are getting on in their sports. We have had lots 
of competitions recently and have had some fantastic results. A big well done to Sonny in Year 8 who participated in the 
British Championships on Sunday 5th December in Sheffield. Sonny had one of the largest groups across the weekend in 
his weight category of under 42kgs (15 boys in total, with fighters from across Britain), recording 2 wins and 2 losses. This 
placed Sonny joint 7th overall in Britain. 
Also well done to Cait who competed at the Nationals in Sheffield as one of the youngest swimmers, in a PB of 2.24.90 for 
the 200m fly and came out ranked higher than when she went in, as well as the 5th fastest 200m fly 14 year old swimmer 
in the country!
The elite sport support group will be meeting with Miss Freeman on the last week of term during tutor time, where we will 
be looking at managing time, pressure and stress. If you feel as though your son/daughter would qualify to be part of the 
elite sport support programme, please email fre@gbhs.co.uk detailing the sport and level they compete at. Please continue 
to email in your child’s results and progress in their sports.

ELITE SPORT SUPPORT PROGRAMME

There have been many other inspirational moments and unforgettable games throughout this year so far. 
To keep updated with these, please follow @gbhssports on Twitter.

On Saturday 20th November we headed to Stratford and the 
London Aquatics Centre to take part in the National 
Swimming Finals 2021. We were delighted to be the first 
Great Baddow High School swim team to have made these 
finals and were thrilled to be competing against the very best 
schools in the country, many of whom were independent 
and specialist swimming academies. 
Lucy, Harriet, Nicole and Kiera had their familiarisation 
session in the pool (rather than a traditional warm up) and 
were excited for our race to begin. With twenty schools 
competing the events were split into two heats. 
With nervous anticipation, we took to the blocks in the first 
heat. The girls swam fantastically and secured 9th place in 
their heat and 19th place in the country for the medley relay, 
which is a fantastic achievement. As a department we are 
very proud of the team, and for those staff who weren’t able 
to travel with us, the opportunity to watch the race via live 
stream was very exciting.  
MRS CoopeR

teaCheR in ChaRge of SWiMMing

NATIONAL SWIMMING FINALS
On Sunday 5th December, the girls’ football teams went 
to Wembley to watch the Women’s FA Cup final. The buzz 
and excitement from the students made the coach journey 
lots of fun. When we arrived we went to our seats and were 
lucky to get a great view. We got settled in with snacks of 
popcorn, candyfloss and hot chocolate and got ready to 
watch the game. The game kicked off and within 5 minutes 
there was a goal from Chelsea! 
Arsenal fought back and upped their game to try and win 
the game back but unfortunately could not succeed. 
Chelsea went on to win the game and become the 
Women’s FA Cup winners. 

The Chelsea fans among the students were over the moon, 
the Arsenal fans were not very impressed. We had a 
fantastic day out and lookforward to hopefully taking 
another trip in the near future.

WOMENS FA CUP FINAL TRIP
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FIFA 22

Parents and carers play a key role in supporting children to learn about how to stay safe online, 
and you are one of the first people children turn to if things go wrong. It can be difficult to stay on 
top of the wide range of sites and devices that young people use as technology develops so fast, 
so if Father Christmas is kind enough to bring new digital devices into your home the following 
advice may help:

•  Have ongoing conversations with your children about staying safe online.
•  Consider turning off cameras and geolocation settings in Christmas presents to protect from hackers.
•  Check your internet router is secure, consider setting up electronic devices with strong privacy options before the  
               child unwraps their gift and turn off Bluetooth connections.
•  Use safety tools on social networks and other online services, eg Facebook and Twitter privacy settings.
•  Decide if you want to use parental controls on your home internet.
•  Understand devices and the parental control tools they offer in the Parents’ Guide to Technology available from            
               UK Safer Internet Centre at this URL:
http://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-and-resources/parents-and-carers/parents-guide-to-technology

Many families purchase new computer games for Christmas but it is again wise to consider the risks that they may pose 
for your children.

You don’t need to be the biggest football fan in the world to have heard of FIFA (Federation 
Internationale de Football Association) - the governing body for football. And, the video game 
series bearing the organisation’s name is one of the most successful ever. It gives your child the 
opportunity to play games in the role of their favourite players. They can either work through a 
story mode version of the game or play online in competitions against other players. The game, 
released annually by Electronic Arts under the EA Sports label, is available for a range of consoles, 
and there are also mobile versions available for smartphones and tablets.

Watch points: Your child may receive an email or see a message on social media or in forums which appear to be a genuine 
FIFA promotion. While the link may seem like a FIFA login page, it’s a phishing scam to capture a login name and password. 
Scammers may use names that sound legitimate, like ‘EA Admin’ or ‘FIFA Developer’.
Your child could be playing FIFA games on their computer or console for very long periods of time. That’s not to say that 
computer-based matches are a full 90 minutes long, but a series of 20-minute matches can very quickly fill up a day! 
The World Health Organisation has classified ‘gaming disorder’ as a mental health problem - this is when children have 
trouble controlling their gaming behaviour and let it reign over their lives and daily routine.

While the FIFA video game is suitable for children of all ages as it does not include any inappropriate content, there is the 
issue of in-game chat. Your child can play with other people online and chat with them using headsets. As this is largely 
unregulated, it could mean that your child is exposed to language or conversations that you deem unsuitable. Whilst the 
official PEGI rating is aged 3+ Common Sense media rate this game as aged 10+ .
Families could also talk to their youngsters about consumerism in FIFA 22, which is full of branding, including logos, 
billboards, and broadcast graphics. Is it OK that the publisher makes money from gamers and advertisers, too? Is product 
placement harmful?
For more information see FIFA 22 Game Review (commonsensemedia.org)

the london gRid foR leaRning aRe Running paRent SuppoRt SeSSionS duRing the ChRiStMaS BReaK. 
theRe Will Be a faCeBooK live dRop-in foR paRentS on Monday 20 deCeMBeR 7pM on the @lgfldigiSafe Channel talKing aBout Staying Safe online 
and offline too – What to WoRRy aBout and What not, and hoW to have tRiCKy ConveRSationS at hoMe. 
theRe Will alSo Be diSCuSSion of hoW paRentS Can help With Bullying, RelationShipS, CRiMinal and Sexual exploitation and SiMply StaRting tRiCKy 
ConveRSationS!
you Can Sign up By heading to faCeBooK.CoM/lgfldigiSafe/poStS WheRe you Can CliCK ‘inteReSted’ / ‘going’ on the poSt to ReCeive a ReMindeR 
When it iS aBout to go live.
you May WiSh to viSit the paRentSafe.lgfl.net WeBSite WheRe you Will find Many of the ReSouRCeS that Will Be pReSented to you on the evening.

LONDON GRID FOR LEARNING

https://www.facebook.com/lgfldigisafe/
https://www.facebook.com/lgfldigisafe/
https://parentsafe.lgfl.net/
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Please ensure you acquaint yourself with the school’s 
procedures around punctuality and attendance. 

PUNCTUALITY

A very small minority of students continue to be late for 
school.  All students should be on the school premises 5 
minutes before their allocated start time.  From September 
all students are expected to be on site by 8.40 a.m. and in 
their tutor bases for 8.45.a.m, when school starts.
Registration is at 8.45 a.m. and lessons end at 3.10 p.m. for 
Years 7, 8 & 9 and 3.15 p.m. for Years 10, 11, 12 & 13.
Arriving punctually to lessons is also very important to 
enable lessons to start on time.  Students who are late for 
school may be given a 30-minute detention to be served 
after school, the following day.

SIGNING-IN

If your child is late for school or late due to attending a 
medical or other appointment, they must have a note 
signed by you.  Failure to produce a note could result in 
your child receiving a late detention.  Late arrivals must 
always sign in at student administration.

SIGNING-OUT

If your child needs to sign out of school, for example to 
attend a medical or dental appointment, they must have a 
signed note from you which they must also ask their tutor 
to initial. Your child must then bring the note to the 
Student Administration office in order to sign out. Students 
are not allowed to leave the school site without permission. 
Year 7 students are required to be collected from reception 
they cannot walk out unaccompanied.

REPORTING STUDENT ABSENCES

If a student is absent from school for any reason, parents 
must inform student administration by 8.45am on the first 
day of absence.  
Telephone the school number 01245 265821 and choose 
option 1. 
Please ensure a clear detailed message giving a specific 
reason for absence.  
Alternatively, you may log the absence, or a forthcoming 
medical/dental appointment, via Edulink.  Please log in as a 
parent and click on the Absence Reporting icon then submit 
the necessary details.  
Students will not be permitted to leave school for an 
appointment without advance communication from the 
parent.  
If a student is absent without notification the absence will 
be recorded as unauthorised.  
Unfortunately, we are unable to accept emails as a 
method of reporting student absence unless this is by 
specific arrangement. 

HOLIDAY ABSENCE

Fines continue to be levied from parents taking their chil-
dren out of school for holidays during term time and for 
other unauthorised absence.  Please do not put the school 
in the embarrassing position of having to refuse requests 
for leave during term-time.  

ILLNESS

Please remind your son or daughter that if they feel unwell 
they should (with permission from the teacher, if in class,) 
report to the Student Administration Office and must not 
contact their parents.  It is the role of the office staff to 
contact parents if it is considered necessary to do so.
Thank you for your co-operation in these matters.


