Dear Parent
What a year it has been! We have finally made it through to
the end of term and I am sure you are looking forward to a
rest and a chance to spend some much-needed time with
family and loved ones.

Recently, we have issued a number of communications to
parents and in particular I would like to re-emphasise the
importance of the information regarding track and trace
procedures over the Christmas holiday.
Track and Trace Procedures.
We are also conscious of parental access to free school meal
vouchers so please check our website if you require further
guidance.
Free School Meals
As you will see from this, our Autumn term edition of
Magnus, we have a great deal to celebrate. Our students have
responded incredibly well to the challenges of the pandemic
and their determination and resilience is captured in the
range of activities and achievements that are on display.
Please ask your child to visit the Creative Arts area via the
Portal on Microsoft Stream to view our Christmas Showcase.
The government announced yesterday that they intend to
implement Covid-19 testing in secondary schools in the new
year. This will take a great deal of planning and we will share
more details about this as soon as we receive further
guidance.

We have also been informed that students will have a
staggered start to the new term.

Years 7, 8, 9 and 10 students will learn remotely from home
from 4 January for the first week. It is of paramount
importance that students access live lessons and/or work set
on SMHW to make a focused start to the new term. Please
note that Year 9 exams will still take place, commencing on 11
January when all students return to school.
Years 11, 12 and 13 students will start the term on 4 January.
Year 12 students are only expected to be onsite for their prepublic examinations (further details for Year 12 will follow). A
text message will be sent to all parents confirming the new
arrangements for the start of term and further details can be
found on our website here.
Specific groups and critical worker children will be
provided with on-site learning. Please make contact with
your child’s Head of Year if this provision is
essential.

We recognise that it is an important time for our Year 11 and 13
students to embed their learning in preparation for their prepublic examinations later in the year. We hope that students
will be able to balance their revision with much needed rest
and family time over the festive period and return to school
refreshed and ready for the term ahead.
The students, staff and the whole school community have
been truly amazing throughout these unprecedented times.
I could not be prouder of the way we have supported
one-another and I am sure we are all looking forward to 2021.

I wish you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
Take care and stay safe.
Paul Farmer
Headteacher

Welcome to Creative Arts at Great Baddow High School. We
are launching a new and exciting on-line Stream designed to
showcase the incredible creative talents of our students. Art
work worthy of the best galleries, drama performances that
could grace the West End and musical performances that
would thrill the most discerning audiences - it is all here!
We are starting the creative arts experience with a festive
Christmas Showcase for students - a selection of videos
lovingly filmed for their delight. We are hoping to extend this
for parents to view early in the New Year, however currently it
is only available to view through the student portal.

Follow this link and enjoy!
The Christmas Showcase includes a virtual recording of
our annual Christmas Concert, with a smaller number of
students invited to the Cathedral to record for our new
channel. Excerpts of the concert can be viewed on the
music departments Twitter feed @gbhsMusic and on the
Creative Arts page on our website www.gbhs.co.uk.

To access the Christmas Showcase, students should log into
the Portal (school account) and look for the Microsoft Stream
icon and then the Creative Arts channel. Alternatively, they
can follow the link opposite.

It has been a challenging term for us in Drama! Since most of
our lessons have been in classrooms, we have had to find new
ways of adapting tasks but still keeping lessons engaging and
exciting. Our Year 13 students have been working on their
practical exams, ready to be performed in January, whilst also
running workshops on Improvisation with Year 12.
Year 11 this term have been exploring Willy Russell's Blood
Brothers in lessons and preparing for their written exam, and
Year 10s performed their Twisted Fairy tales performance
pieces in December.
We have been running a small drama club with some 7s, 8s
and 9s, rehearsing scenes from ‘A Christmas Carol’ in their
separate bubbles. This has been a lovely opportunity for
students in Year 7 to get a taste of what rehearsing for a
school show might be like!
Since we haven't been able to attend the theatre this term,
our older students have been able to watch some live theatre
online, which has enabled them to get an insight into
professional theatre and live musicals. We hope next term we
will be able to offer more extra-curricular opportunities for
students.

Congratulations to the winners of our annual
Christmas card competition.
1st: Louis
2nd: Ella
3rd: Eleanor
Students can view more of the entries on the
Creative Arts Stream channel here.

Mr Bentley has started a musical theatre choir for anyone with a keen interest in musical theatre or who performs in a
theatre school. The choir will sing ensemble numbers from West End/Broadway shows, albeit virtually at the moment. The
group’s debut performance is included in the Christmas Showcase and was ‘When I Grow Up’ from Matilda the Musical.
Well done to everyone that recorded virtually and sent their work in for mixing. There will be another virtual project next half
-term so please email Mr Bentley (btl@gbhs.co.uk) if you would like to join and be involved.

‘Special Recognition’ certificates were awarded to three

students this term in recognition of the outstanding credits
awarded to them in Year 7. The achievements are also
particularly impressive as they managed to acquire a large
number of credits during a time of great change presenting
many challenges. They have shown great character,
determination, and resilience in their attitude to their work
and learning.

Congratulations to the students that took part in our World
Space Week competition and our winners below:
First woman on the moon
1st: Charlie S 7A2
2nd: Layla W and Imogen H 7A2
3rd: Natalya SD, Charlotte H, Amy C 7A2
Satellites
1st: Eidai Y and Ronnie M 7A2 (importance of satellites)
2nd: Barney G 7H3 (research and jokes)
3rd: Alex F 8H1 (research into different uses)

The annual House Competition 'Baddow Bake Off' was a resounding success this year.
With nearly one hundred entries across the year groups, it was fantastic to see so many students getting involved.
With just one round - the highly anticipated 'Show Stopper Cake', we were rewarded with a vast selection of different styles
and designs showing just how creative and talented our students are.
Mr Farmer was delighted to award two students with the title of Overall Winner, so congratulations go to Grace (7E3)
and Chloe (8A2) and to the additional Year group and student vote winners. Congratulations to everyone that took part.
Year Group Winners:
Year 7 - Grace (7E3)
Year 8 - Chloe (8A2)
Year 9 - Anais (9E3)
Year 10 - Peter (10H2)
Year 11 - Jack (11E2)
Student Vote Winners:
1st - Charlotte (9E2)
2nd - Chloe (7H1)
Joint 3rd - Isabella (7H3) and Grace (7E2)

It was wonderful to welcome our students back into their
English classrooms this term.
At KS3, we focused initially on writing skills – using topics
such as sea adventures, heroes/villains and travel/
autobiographical writing. Students grew in confidence
between their formative and summative assessments and
many were able to produce engaging, lively, imaginative
pieces of work.

After the October half term, all KS3 students then
moved onto reading skills.
Year 7 are the first to try a new novel, The Other
Side of Truth by Beverley Naidoo. This has been
really successful and students have enjoyed
considering an interesting perspective as well as
challenging yet very relevant themes.

Here is an example from 9B-En4, used as a model for the rest
of the class:

Mrs Edwards, Joint Head of English, continued to send out the
monthly vocabulary sheets.

As I arrive at my hotel, located in Central Tokyo, I take my silk,
silver, luscious key out of my grubby jean pocket and
carefully twist it to the right. I grip my hand onto the
metallic, gold handle and open the crooked, oak, wooden,
Asian door. The sun ray immediately shines through the
transparent curtains, as I step onto the smooth, brown
leather carpet. The room glistens whilst the refreshing, icy
breeze whispers to me; white doves glide in the crystal sky.
Tear drops suddenly trickle from the sky onto the bubblegum
pink trees, as they all blossom into life and the emerald green
grass waves in the wind.

In September, a bountiful supply of words relating to
amounts and quantities. In October, an unquestionably
brilliant collection of degrees and extents. In November, we
sauntered into winter, exploring movements and, without
coincidence, in December, we were hit with the weather –
sometimes dismal, often drizzly and occasionally biting.
All this surely reminds us, not only of the beauty of words –
of language – but also of the importance of reading, of
learning and of continually developing.

At KS4, students have been hard at work on their GCSE study. In Year 10, most students have been introduced to elements of
both their Language and Literature qualifications. They have studied An Inspector Calls and are currently working their way
through nearly half of the poems from the Power and Conflict cluster in the AQA anthology.
Students have been encouraged to create revision resources throughout this term, as we know that staying on top of the
challenging demands of these two GCSEs is absolutely crucial to success in Year 11. Here are some examples of excellent work
f rom students in 10C-En1:

Finally, Year 11 opened the term studying Macbeth – an important text for the Literature GCSE.
Following an assessment in the half term and their PPE, students have developed understanding
of what makes a successful response.
Many then moved onto revision of Power and Conflict poetry and again, have been encouraged
to create revision resources, in order to secure knowledge and therefore, hopefully, lead to
success.
As well as hard work in lessons, the English department have seen record numbers in their
weekly after-school revision sessions – up to one hundred and fifty students attending one of
five optional sessions and refreshing their memories ahead of their upcoming examinations.
This wouldn’t happen without the commitment and dedication of the English department, nor
without the resilience, motivation and ambition of the students.
We hope everyone has a well-deserved rest and we look forward to welcoming the students back
into lessons in 2021.

In January Year 9 students have an opportunity to
demonstrate their knowledge, understanding and skills in a
series of assessments. There are many ways in which they can
prepare themselves to do their best. Over the Christmas
period we encourage them to plan and put aside time to
revise, practice and embed what they have learnt this term to
enable them to maximise their outcomes.
Revision methods include:








Making flashcards
Drawing a storyboard
Creating a mind map
Learning a mnemonic
Making notes
Practicing writing responses to questions
Reading around the topic








Sleep!
Balance hobbies and interests with revision!
Eat… breakfast, break, lunch and dinner;
power up!
Drink! Lots of water…
Get lots of fresh air!
Have some device free time…

It will also be helpful to ensure that your son/daughter has all
the equipment they need to be successful and restock pencil
cases.

We recommend this revision is balanced with spending time
with family and looking after their wellbeing:

Planning for the annual charity plant sale begins in January, school charity project, and this year was no different, except
so Mrs Williams and Mrs Burdon already had full greenhouses for the fact that they had to be sure it could be managed
long before the C-19 pandemic even hit the news.
from a socially distanced perspective. They chose the
Christmas Appeal by the Chelmsford Foodbank and asked
A quick re-think about how they would be able to sell the
each year group to focus on one item from the list.
plants had to be done and thanks to the power of social
media and alternative collection methods (socially
As you will see from the photo our students once again
distanced), they were able to go above and beyond their
showed how generous they are, and what a huge difference
target and raise a whopping £2500 for the school charities.
that food will make to families in need in the local area this
“We were thrilled to have been able to raise such a huge
Christmas.
amount and this year it has been able to support so many
Mrs Williams and Mrs Burdon would like to thank every
extra charities.”
family who was able to support this project and wish you all
a relaxing, peaceful and Happy Christmas.
During the summer they donated £100 each to the Foodbank
and The Little Edi Foundation for them to use for food to
support to needy local families. The remaining money is
being divided between the charities each year group supports
(Lennox Children’s Cancer Fund, The Yo Yo Project, Great
Ormand Street Hospital and MacMillan Cancer Support) and
two further local charities - Kids Inspire and The Big Love
Charity will each be sent an amount to use towards their
children’s projects.
The winter term usually sees them ramping up for a whole

Year 13 media students have been working hard to complete their A Level Media Studies coursework this term. It has meant
overcoming quite a few limitations, obstacles and a lot of reliance on back up plans and working around unpredictable rules
and regulations meaning limited group and location access.
The students have shown great resilience and creativity overcoming a number of obstacles this term and we are very proud
of them. They have each individually produced either a music video, a BBC3 documentary or a news magazine this year, as
well as the corresponding artist, programme and magazine website with audio visual links and a number of working pages.
All productions will be completed by the end of the half term and all media students deserve extra praise for all their hard
work and support of each other. We are very proud of our creative, collaborative and resilient media family.

During the summer term, twenty-one students in the Sixth Form
were selected to become Student Ambassadors. They have been
split into four groups, each focusing on improving an aspect of
the school.
Students are either creative, sporting, science or environmental
ambassadors. The creative team have helped to decorate one of
the new study rooms in Gordon block and have also set up a
short story competition for Year 7s for Christmas. As students in
different year groups are unable to mix, it has been difficult for
the lower school to see the sixth formers, so sixth formers have
now taken to delivering presentations or assemblies so that they
can act as role models to the lower school.

Sixth Form students have used their enrichment time to put together a magazine editorial team and have
produced their first magazine entitled ‘The Eagle’ to be circulated to all Sixth Form students.
This has involved a lot of hard work and following their initial production, they have been shown the
editorial issues that need to be addressed prior to publication. We are looking forward to them producing
their next edition and sharing this with a wider audience.

This term. psychology students have had the amazing opportunity to attend two psychology webinars, the first was on Paper
One topics which included social influence, conformity and memory. In the second webinar we covered Paper Two topics
including biopsychology, which we haven’t covered yet but will massively help us when it comes to learning the topic in class.
The webinars were very helpful because of the amount of content that was covered in the hour time frame, we were also given
the PowerPoint to follow along and then assist us in answering the questions that were set for us. These PowerPoints were full
of information and will help with our continued revision of the subject.
Sam - Year 13 Psychology Student

This term we attended an online webinar in class, hosted by
Anglia Ruskin University as part of their annual ‘Crime
Week’, where we learnt about domestic violence and the
many ways and reasons it may present itself.

The ARU prison lecture provided an interesting
perspective of life in prison and the statistics behind the
re-offending rates. As a psychology student, it raised
various questions such as; do prisons actually work?

The part of the seminar that piqued my interest most was
the official definition of domestic violence, being that it is
only classified as domestic violence if the aggressor is over
the age of sixteen and that domestic violence does not
always include violence, as its name would suggest.

The lecture discussed various points contributing to both
sides of the argument and created a clear divide in the
class which then led to a class discussion. This was
insightful to attend, as it not only provided us with
information about the difference of care given in prisons
and their detainees in different countries, but also the
experience of being in a lecture to help us prepare for
university in September.
Yasmin - Year 13 Psychology Student

I found the webinar very interesting and it supplied me with
an overall general view of the topic of domestic violence,
which is covered in the Criminology and Psychology course I
am looking at for university. This topic really opened my
eyes to the reality of domestic violence. To help those who
have been a victim of domestic violence there was a
donation box in Mrs Petty’s room (G9) for essential items to
be delivered to ‘Chelmsford Safer Places’.
Amelia - Year 13 Psychology Student

In tutor time students in the Sixth Form
reached out to local care homes,
writing Christmas cards to wish them a
merry Christmas.

TEAM: Hollie #7 - Millie #3 – Isobel #2 – Mia #4 – Imogen #6 – Arrabella #1 – Anais #5 (not in the photo Katie #8 and Beth #9)
A squad of nine talented Sixth Form netballers have made
history as they take their place in the first ever Great Baddow
High School Netball Academy.
We have created a program where girls from across the
district can join in Year 12 and 13 with the aim of them
becoming the best netball players they can be, along with
gaining valuable coaching and umpiring skills.

Creating the Academy has enabled us to create an exciting
link with Writtle University College, where we are working
closely with Mark Williams, a lecturer in Sport Science and
Coaching, and their professional strength and conditioning
coach. Mark is really excited about the opportunity to work
with us at the Netball Academy, which builds upon the
existing relationship between the PE department and Writtle
University College. Mark has already delivered our first
strength and conditioning program by virtual link which the
girls will be working on over a period of eight weeks.

The girls have shown dedication and commitment to the
program, receiving a minimum of five hours of training every
fortnight during curriculum time. The coaching sessions have In December we hope to have our first fitness benchmarking
included technical skills, strength and conditioning and team which will allow us to design individualised programs to best
play. Their training has helped them improve their fitness and suit the individual Academy members.
mobility, decision making, game knowledge and technical
ability, all of which are regularly tested and challenged.

Year 10 GCSE Food Preparation & Nutrition students have
been busy developing their practical skills this half term.
They have been working on the functional and chemical
properties of ingredients making Viennese Whirls to show the
plasticity of fats and Yule Logs to demonstrate how raising
agents give cakes a light airy texture. They have found out
that this happens by incorporating air into a mixture through
whisking and the denaturation, aeration and coagulation of

In other years students have been rising to the challenge and
completing some Home Cooking Tasks.

eggs in the recipe.
They have also learned about the different ways heat is
transferred to food and selecting cooking methods.
Here they have made some Viennese biscuits and Yule logs.
Well done to Katie H, Maddy C, Zach K, Finlay M, Pearl T, Elise
R, Gemma W.

Year 9 students have been working on dietary needs through
life and have recreated their own healthy option chicken
goujons and potato wedges.
Year 8 students have made rice dishes: Well done to Olly S for Well done to Roan C and Megan P.
his sushi; Sophie C for Savoury rice and Jake for Paella.
Matthew U has created a birthday cake and James R a Victoria
sandwich cake

All Year 11 students met with the Careers Adviser, Deborah Anderson, in Year 10 and there have been further individual
meetings this year. Some students also attended a workshop to help with searching and applying for apprenticeships.
Deborah will be contacting/has contacted those who have asked for a meeting, aren't sure about their next steps or if they are
looking for apprenticeships. This will be via school email addresses while we are not attending school.
If any Year 11 students or parents want further information or advice from the Careers Adviser, please email Deborah Anderson
on careers@gbhs.co.uk .
Mr J Faulkner
Careers Leader

Students can often be worried and confused about
deciding on a career while at school when in fact it is
important for them to see that a career is something that
can and will change many times throughout their lives.
What better way to demonstrate this than by looking at
our own Great Baddow High School staff and their
education and changing careers that lead them here.

This half term Year 7 students have
been learning about how to keep safe,
including a Fire Safety session
delivered by Essex Fire and Rescue
Service.

Our Year 9 students had their first ‘First Aid’ session before
half term and now are looking at peer influence and gangs,
including a session on Knife crime delivered by Essex Fire and
Rescue Service.

Students in Year 8 have been looking
into Emotional wellbeing, as well as
Financial decision making.

Year 10 have been catching up on sessions not able to be
delivered last year and are looking at Relationships and Sex
Education.

Looking ahead - Topics for next term
As students work though their PPEs and look to their GCSE
exams next year we have been learning about exam stress
and mental health to help prepare them for the challenges
ahead.

Year 7 - Sex Education
Year 8 - Community and careers
Year 9 - Careers and Options
Year 10 - Mental health
Year 11 - Families and relationships

Welcome to Mrs Wallbank (Teacher) and Miss Yuztas (LSA)
who joined us this term.
One of our Year 10 students riding on the line that he
volunteers to build on Sundays.

One of our entries into the Royal Association for the Deaf
(RAD) Festive cake competition.

Deaf awareness during Covid-19

We welcomed four new deaf students into the Resource
Base in September. Unfortunately they are yet to meet
their other deaf peers in other year groups due to Covid
bubble restrictions. However we have managed to
arrange weekly meet ups via MS teams during tutor
time so that they can stay in touch and discuss the
week events, school life and weekend plans.

Four of our students luckily
received vibrating alarm
clocks! This was after Essex
Deaf Childrens Society (EDCS)
received a grant by a local
Rotary Club.

Our students could not attend the annual Christmas
Family Service for Deaf and Deafblind people this year at
Chelmsford Cathedral, due to Covid-19 restrictions.
However the students were still able to be involved with
local schools and produced some beautiful signed
Christmas songs that were streamed on Friday 4th
December and can be viewed by all students on the new
Creative Arts Stream Channel.

Follow this link and enjoy!

In the Library, students were tasked to read any book relating Runner up - Alika P 8A2
to Christmas, then create a colourful, creative review of this
Third - Chloe T 8A2
book. These are being displayed around the school and
congratulations to all the students that took part.
Year 9
Highly commended to Mrs O'Dell and 9A1
Year 7
Winner - Harriet M 7H3
A huge well done to 8A2 and 7A2, with lots of entries from
Runner up - Natlaya S D 7A2
both of these tutor groups.
Joint Third - Charlie C 7A2 / Chloe L 7E3
Year 8
Winner - Emily S 8A2

Students are being encouraged to take part in our Read,
Review, Reward event. Students can borrow a book from the
library and once they have read the book we would love for
them to write a review.
The review can be done on our school library system via the
portal. Alternatively they can write a review on a bookmark
provided by the library, or write up a review and give it to
their tutor. Students will then receive a credit for every
review written.

While students are unable to come into the library we will
be providing a click and deliver service. Students can
reserve books either on our School Library System via the
portal, or they can email us directly at library@gbhs.co.uk.
We will then find the book for them and deliver the book
to their tutor room.
Students can return finished books to their tutors and we
will come and collect them. Looking on Accessit, our
School Library System, is a great way to find a new book to
read. We have suggested reading lists for each year group,
or they can look at the latest reviews from other students.

We are currently able to run library clubs for Year 8 and
Year 10 students. The clubs we are currently running
include Book Discussion Group, Debating Club, Boggle
League and Book Buddies.
Our Year 10 students are currently reading Frankenstein
which they have found challenging but have all agreed
that it has some interesting debating topics within which
we hope to include in our next Debating Club sessions.

Lost or Damaged Book Payments
You will see that there is now a payment on ParentPay for
lost books. This will show up on all accounts but you only
need to pay this if your child has lost a book or the book
has become badly damaged. Your child can check on
Accessit, the school library system, via the portal to see if
they have any outstanding books.

In Book Buddies we are currently reading The Secret
Garden by Frances Hodgson Burnett. Book Buddies is
slightly different to Book Discussion Group as we read the
book to the students while they sit back and listen.

We do hope that we will be able to run clubs for other
students in the new year and look forward to seeing more
students again.

Follow our Library on
Twitter
@GBHS_Library

We have recently bought a range of new books for the students. Students can find these on the school library system and
reserve them. Here is an example of some of the wonderful new books we have on offer:

Growing up in New York, brothers Emil and Brighton always idolized the Spell Walkers—a vigilante
group sworn to rid the world of specters. While the Spell Walkers and other celestials are born with
powers, specters take them, violently stealing the essence of endangered magical creatures.
Imagine having the perfect friend, one who never steals, lies or bullies.

Now you can, with the TrooFriend 560, the latest in artificial intelligence! What can go wrong with a
robot buddy? Especially one that's developing human characteristics and feelings, and who has just
run away with her human?

After a messy breakup with his girlfriend, Alfie needs to get away for a while - so he decides to spend
the summer holidays with his dad in a tiny village in the North of England. In the local church
graveyard, he chances upon a boulder with a strange inscription - and meets Mia, who then tells him
about the local superstition surrounding the stone. "If you walk three times around the stone and say
"I don't believe in witches," Meg will come after you.' Alfie, in a reckless attempt to show his bravery,
accepts the challenge.

It's October half-term and pop star, TrojKat is filming a music video in The Tri, the high-rise block
home to sleuths Nik and Norva. When tragedy strikes the famous singer under mysterious
circumstances, Nik and Norva set out to solve the case, with their friend George, and their impressive
detective skills.

Safiya and her mum have a difficult relationship but then her mum falls into a coma and, when Safiya
waits by her bedside, she finds herself in a strange and magical world that looks a bit like one of her
games. And there's a rebellious teenage girl, with a secret, who looks suspiciously familiar.

At its heart is the unforgettable Amy Taylor. Amy loves cars, and dreams of being a driver. But there's a
major catch: her slow old wheelchair with its broken wheel. When Amy finally gets a new electric one,
it's exciting… at first.
But standard engines only have so much power. And that's where Rahul comes in – Amy's best friend
and genius inventor. Soon Rahul turns a wheelchair into… a supercar!

Throughout the summer, our
students have been finding
lots of new and wonderful
ways to keep themselves
active; these have included
bike riding, walking, running,
meeting with peers (when
lockdown restrictions relaxed)
and participating in training
sessions by zoom, to name
but a few. Some students are
using this as an
opportunity to really
improve their fitness, for
example, Sophie B in Year 9
has been regularly running
and even completed a half
marathon in lockdown. It’s
great that many students
have been able to continue
keeping healthy and active.
It is fantastic that we have
been allowed to welcome
back students into the PE
department.
Since September, we have
been covering the athletics
discipline that we were
unable to practise in lessons
in June and July, due to COVID
restrictions.
In October, our Year 7
students competed in an inter
house “Sports Hall
Athletics Event” where they
carried out the Sports Hall
Athletics Disciplines. Their
scores were then recorded
individually and in tutor
group teams, the results were
transferred into House points.
See chart for points awarded.

PE has changed since
coming back to school in
September, lots of sports we
once learnt must be adapted
or postponed.
Our new curriculum includes
lots of health-related fitness
and skills within sports such
as badminton, volleyball,
netball, basketball, football
and rugby. Although we are
teaching invasion games,
gameplay within lessons is
restricted to no longer than
Fifteen minutes. This is
beneficial to all students as it
means that they are having
more opportunities to
develop their ability and
tactics within a game, using
the skills learnt in the lesson.
Through adapted lessons, the
PE department are ensuring
students are still learning and
are as active as possible.
Students have been working
hard to achieve, they have
been set homework tasks to
develop their knowledge.
Year 7 for example, were set
the task of learning the
netball positions and their
main roles on the court. We
are constantly adapting to the
Sport England guidelines on
what we can run within PE.
Our students have been able
to participate in a revised
extra-curricular
programme which includes

football, netball, basketball,
rugby and dance. These are
separated by year groups and
gender. Students have been
working hard to improve their
skills within these sports and
have shown excellent
progress.

with expert staff, for example,
Mr Wiggins has run a GCSE/
BTEC Sport badminton club.

Our BTEC Sport students are
learning the importance of a
good sports leader and how
to become one. We hope that
later in the year they will have
The PE department are proud the opportunity to lead a
of all students, especially
small group of students in a
those attending multiple
sporting activity to show their
morning and after-school
own leadership skills.
clubs.
They are taking responsibility
for their own learning and are
Our Year 10 students are
planning and completing
settling into their Key Stage 4 their own training
options well.
programmes to improve an
The GCSE students have been identified component of
studying health, fitness and fitness that they feel is a
wellbeing, within this, they
weakness.
have been looking at fitness
testing. They were given the The PE department are proud
task of creating a revision tool of how committed and
to help them and others, to
determined our students are
remember the fitness tests
to be the best that they can
commonly used. Students
be.
have also had the opportunity
to carry out these fitness
Our students continue to be a
tests within lessons and
credit to us, and we are so
record their own results. This proud of how they are
data will then be used to
handling the current
assist them with their
situation. They continue to
coursework later in the
show grit and determination
course.
through tough times. Well
done!
Year 11 GCSE PE students are in
the process of finalising their Miss L Freeman
sports that they will be
Joint Head of PE Faculty
assessed in, they are
practicing specific drills to
show their ability. We have
assisted these students by
offering extra-curricular clubs

Female Tutor Team Results:
1st - H3 - 1241 Points

Male Tutor Team Results:
1st - A2 - 1301 Points

2nd - H2 - 1227 Points

2nd - E3 - 1286 Points

3rd - E2 - 1197 Points

3rd - A3 - 1285 Points

Female Results:

Male Results:

st

1 - Phoebe L 264 Points
2nd - Harriet M 263 Points
3rd - Ruby W 258 Points

As you may know, students come to school in their PE kit on
practical PE days and/or days that they are attending an
Extra-curricular club. Students know what is expected of
them and should continue to look smart and represent the
school with pride.
Female students should wear black trainers, white sports
socks or long black socks (when on the field), the school PE
skort, shorts or a pair of plain black sports leggings.

1st - Oscar T 7E1 287 Points
2nd - Mubeen A 7A3 276 Points
3rd - Nathan H 7A1 271 Points

They should wear their white Baddow PE top with a black or
white base layer and the Great Baddow PE jumper for
warmth. Students should not come to school in a hoodie or
other jumper, that is not the Great Baddow PE Jumper.
Students should not bring any jewellery into school on a day
that they have PE as this must not be worn in PE lessons.
Students should also remember a hairband and plenty of
water to hydrate them during and after their PE lesson.

Our Elite Sport Students continue to update us on their wonderful high-level successes
and receive support from the PE department and school, to reach a healthy balance
between training, competitions and school life.
All sports have been affected by the lockdown period; some have managed to resume
training while others have not been able. We continue to check in with our elite athletes
and ask for updates on how they have been affected by the pandemic, fortunately, some
students have been able to continue their training via zoom or online, certain sports are
even trying to arrange virtual competitions.
Our athletes are missing the chance to compete, but lots are appreciating the extra time
to train.
We would like to introduce you to the new Elite Sport students joining the programme:
Nicole M - Swimming/Netball
Ruby W – Swimming/Football
Abi W – Athletics
Keira T – Swimming
Amelie S – Gymnastics
Harriet M – Swimming/Triathlon
Jack P – Cricket
Callum D – BMX
Isabella B - Gymnastics
We are extremely proud of these students and love to celebrate their achievements.
Please keep us updated on your child’s success in any sport and if you believe they should
be part of this programme, we urge you to contact the PE department to find out more.

As the winter nights draw in
and the temperature begins
to drop, performances and
levels of participation have
been anything but in Boys PE.
All KS3 students in Years 7, 8
and 9 continue to go from
strength to strength in all
areas of the curriculum.
Lessons have involved boys
developing key skills in rugby,
basketball, football and
health related fitness and
utilising these at extracurricular school clubs. The
vast improvements have been
due largely to the boys
outstanding commitment to
extra-curricular clubs but also
the ability to work effectively
as a team and for each other
in lessons too.

football club that was
provided to them on a
Wednesday evening. With this
year group we are very much
looking forward to rugby and
basketball returning to the
club’s timetable in the new
year.

and physical activity in some
capacity. This is either
individually or as part of a
team. Sports that students
have taken part in so far have
included football, basketball,
yoga and volleyball,
respectively.

Year 11s have also worked hard
at basketball club on a
Thursday evening. The club
has been a welcomed
distraction for many students
away from the classroom and
the pressures of GCSE exams
coming up in the summer
term.

Within the classroom setting
at both KS4 and KS5 we have
been impressed and delighted
with all our students progress
over the last few months.

Year 10 students have made
great strides forward at both
BTEC and GCSE PE with
positive starts to the course
As well as the team sports,
practically and theoretically.
badminton, swimming,
Year 11 pupils did well in the
gymnastics and trampolining recent PPE’s, and we look
are still a key part of the boys’ forward to nurturing and
curriculum, supported both in developing these students
House events for Year 7 have lessons and extra-curricular
into the next set of PPE’s,
included sports hall athletics time. We are very much
coursework and practical elefor both boys and girls, as
looking forward to getting
ments of the course. At KS5
well as inter house football
these sports back up and
our A level and BTEC students
and basketball Christmas
running when it is safe and
have also made an excellent
tournaments for Year 7 and 8 secure for us to do so.
start to the year and adapted
boys and girls, respectively.
extremely well.
KS5 students have used
KS4 provision for Year 10 and enrichment lessons to
After the Christmas break
11 has also been excellent.
practically develop our
pupils in all age groups will be
Highlights have included well department ethos and focus changing activities for their
over fifty Year 10 boys
for students to continue a
PE lessons. Can we please ask
attending the extra-curricular lifelong participation in sport that students check emails

and SMHW to ensure they
know what activity they will
be doing and that they have
the correct PE kit. With the
weather becoming a little
colder can we also encourage
pupils to come prepared for
each lesson (ensuring this is
part of our PE kit).
We have been very pleased
with how students have
embraced all things PE this
half term and the maturity
and respect they have taken
in our global situation. We
would still like to encourage
anyone who has not tried a
club in the PE department to
come along and give one a
go. Our clubs are fun and
open to everyone to join in.
Finally we would like to thank
you all for your support in the
PE department and wish you a
very happy and relaxing
Christmas and New Year and
look forward to an exciting
2021.
Mr A Russell
Head of boys PE

Please ensure you acquaint yourself with the school’s
procedures around punctuality and attendance

Punctuality
A very small minority of students continue to be late to
school. All students should be on the school premises
by 8:40 a.m. Morning registration starts at 8:45
a.m. Arriving punctually to lessons is also very
important to enable lessons to start on time. Students
who are late for school may be given a 30-minute
detention to be served after school, the following day.

Signing-In
If your child is late for school or late due to attending a
medical or other appointment, they must have a note
signed by you. Failure to produce a note could result in
your child receiving a late detention. Late arrivals must
always sign in at student administration.

Please ensure a clear detailed message giving a specific
reason for absence, is left on our 24-hour absence
voicemail system by 8.45 a.m. each day. If a specific
detailed reason is not given, the absence may be
unauthorised, which could lead to further action. If you
wish to speak to a member of staff regarding your
child’s reason for absence, please make a separate call
and speak to the appropriate member of
staff. Unfortunately, we are unable to accept emails as
a method of reporting student absence unless this is by
specific arrangement.

Holiday Absence
Fines continue to be levied from parents taking their
children out of school for holidays during term time and
for other unauthorised absence. Please do not put the
school in the embarrassing position of having to refuse
requests for leave during
term-time.

Signing-Out

Illness

If your child needs to sign out of school, for example to
attend a medical or dental appointment, they must have
a signed note from you which they must also ask their
tutor to initial. Your child must then bring the note to
the Student Administration office in order to sign out.
Students are not allowed to leave the school site
without permission.

Please remind your son or daughter that if they feel
unwell they should (with permission from the teacher, if
in class,) report to the Student Administration Office
and must not contact their parents. It is the role of the
office staff to contact parents if it is considered
necessary to do so.
Thank you for your co-operation in these matters.

Year 7 students are required to be collected from
reception they cannot walk out unaccompanied.
Reporting Student Absences

Day

Date

School Activity

Monday

4 Jan Term begins
Year 12 pre-public exams begin

Tuesday

5 Jan

Wednesday

6 Jan

Thursday

7 Jan

Friday

8 Jan Year 12 pre-public exams end

Mr M Copping
Assistant Headteacher - Behaviour and Safety

