
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Dear Parent 
I have really enjoyed my first term as the new Headteacher 
of Great Baddow High School. I feel privileged to have  
witnessed some outstanding work by our students and, in 
recent weeks, the range and standard of the performances  
I have attended has been exceptional. As we come to the end 
of the first term and the end of 2019 it is natural that we 
should reflect on what has happened and all that our school 
and students have achieved. 
  
I hope that you have read the weekly newsletters that have 
outlined key events and that you have also found this useful 
for your personal diaries. Certainly, attendance at a whole 
range of evening presentations and meetings has  
demonstrated that the vast majority of our parents are fully 
engaged in their children’s learning experience. 
 
We had a very good turn-out for Year 11 Parents’ Evening  
(as would be expected at this crucial time in their academic  
careers).  Additionally, over five hundred people bought  
tickets for the excellent Cathedral Concert and last night we 
welcomed back Year 13 students who left in the summer and 
their families for our annual Presentation Evening.  Our 
guest speaker at that event was Ellie Clifford. Ellie is a past 
student, and we were delighted to invite her back to talk 
about her experiences and successes. Ellie achieved a joint 
honours degree from Exeter University and now has a  
position on a post graduate scheme as an Account Executive 
working in London.    
  
It is always a pleasure to see our students back here 
again.  The majority have just completed their first term at 

university whilst others are undertaking higher level  
apprenticeships or embarking on the world of employment.  
  
This term we say farewell to Mr Adams (Head of Design  
Technology) who has been a committed, inspiring teacher 
with a real passion for his subject.  Mr Adams has helped  
students of all abilities achieve excellent progress, including 
those at GCSE and A level. We are also saying goodbye to Mrs 
Roycroft who has supported the school for many years with 
the assessment of our students learning needs. Mrs Roycroft 
has been a great friend and servant to our school, and we 
wish her well in her retirement.   
  
We are delighted to welcome back Dr Large (Physics)  
following her maternity leave and we are also pleased to be 
retaining Miss Montgomery on a more permanent basis. 
  
Our students have enjoyed some pre-Christmas fun over the 
last few days; the Christmas Jumper event, Candy Cane sales, 
the Christmas lunch and the Carol Concert –throughout this 
busy time the atmosphere in the school has remained  
focussed, calm and good-humoured.   
 
I hope that you all enjoy a good break with your families and 
we look forward to welcoming our students back on 6th  
January at the normal time, refreshed and ready for action! 
 
With best wishes for Christmas and the New Year. 
 
Paul Farmer 
Headteacher 

KEEP UP TO DATE WITH NEWS FROM GREAT BADDOW HIGH SCHOOL 

Click the Link to FOLLOW US ON TWITTER OR FACEBOOK 

Please note: There will be a small number of amendments to the timetable for some students in the New Year. Please 
check timetables on Edulink for notice of any changes, including room changes, ahead of our return on 6th January 2020. 

https://www.facebook.com/Great-Baddow-High-School-558534134306346/?view_public_for=558534134306346
https://twitter.com/GtBaddowHighSch
https://twitter.com/GtBaddowHighSch
https://www.facebook.com/Great-Baddow-High-School-558534134306346/?view_public_for=558534134306346


 

 

 

Number of  
credits 

Year 7 
No. of  

students 

Year 8 
No. of  

students 

Year 9 
No. of  

students 

Year 10 
No. of  

students 

Year 11 
No. of  

students 

Totals 

25 Letters 80 131 87 77 56 431 

50 Letters 132 53 31 14 47 277 

100 Letters 12 1 1     14 

150 Letters             

200 Letters             

      722 

15 Post Cards 26 64 68 103 26 287 

TOTAL CREDITS 14498 9084 8357 5397 8789 46125 

Year 8 students were 
tasked to create a  

volcano out of Papier 
Mache, Lego or as a  

composite cake. 



 

 

 

Our focus during Chemistry week was to admire and appreciate the differences in 
elements. The building blocks for everything around us including life. They allow 
us to breathe, bake, conduct electricity and so many more important things. 
 
It was great to see all tutor groups taking part in the form time quizzes as well as 
the many poems that we received. The winning poem by Sydney in Year 10  
discussed hydrogen. This element is arguably a very important element, although 
being the smallest. 
 
An extract from the poem: 

Don’t underestimate what it’s able 
It can be unstable 
Life is what it can enable 
It should have a new label 
As the most important element on the table. 

 
It is very encouraging to see our young people actively researching information 
about elements and expanding their understanding of the world around us. We 
hope this whole school task has allowed students to become more inquisitive 
and enthusiastic about chemistry. 
Miss H Jones 
Chemistry Teacher 

Huge congratulations to Russell in Year 13 who achieved a ‘Silver’ certificate in the first round of the 
British Physics Olympiad. This result means he was in the top 25% of all the students who entered, 
which is a superb achievement when you consider that only the most able physicists in the UK and 
China take part. Russell was entered into the competition to stretch and 
challenge him, and he thoroughly enjoyed the experience of applying his 
physics knowledge and problem-solving skills to the different scenarios 
provided by the Olympiad. Well done Russell! 

Our Year 9 and 10 ‘First Lego League’ students have been making  
excellent progress with their preparation for the competition in January. 
Their coding ability has continuously improved, along with their  
engineering skills, and they now have a robot that looks capable of  
scoring highly in the ‘robot challenge’. They spent time researching  
successful robots from previous years of the competition, which  
inspired some changes to their original design. 
The presentation regarding traffic and pedestrian access to the Army 
and Navy roundabout is also developing well, with ideas being finalised 
ready for delivery to the judges at the competition. The level of thought 
that has gone into this original engineering solution has been very  
impressive. 
Throughout the time our team have spent together they have also been 
great at meeting the ‘core values’ of the competition, in particular;  
innovation, inclusivity and teamwork. 
The team are looking forward to the competition in January. 
Mr K Butcher 
STEM Coordinator 



 

 

 

Our GBHS Team of four Sixth Formers: Charlotte H, Nathan T, 
Russell S and Itihaas A competed in the Essex Regional  
Final UK Mathematical Trust Senior Team Challenge on 
Wednesday 27th November 2019 and fought very hard against 
the region's finest schools to gain a position in the top two 
thirds of the competition. 
The Senior Team Maths Challenge is a competition giving  
students the opportunity to tackle a variety of engaging 
mathematical activities while  developing  teamwork and 
communication skills. Teams of four students from schools 
and colleges across the UK take part in dozens of regional 
finals. 
Teams compete against each other in four rounds. 
Group Round: Teams work to solve ten questions of varying 
type and difficulty in the time allowed. Each team must  
decide their own strategy: whether to work in pairs,  
individually or as a team. 
Crossnumber: Similar to a crossword but with numerical  

answers. Teams work in pairs; one pair has the across clues 
and the other pair has the down clues. The pairs work  
independently to complete the grid using logic and  
deduction. 
Shuttle: Teams compete against the clock to correctly answer 
a series of four questions. Each team is divided into Pair A 
(given Questions one and three) and Pair B (given Questions 
two and four). Question one can be solved independently of 
the others, but the answer to each subsequent question is 
dependent on the answer to the previous one. 
Very well done to our team of excellent mathematicians, who 
worked very hard and very well together and solved some  
extremely difficult and complex mathematical problems,  
finishing the competition just before 8 o'clock in the evening. 
 
Mrs K Hrabak  
Maths Teacher 

A spectacular wealth of maths activities took place in Primmer Assembly Hall on Wednesday 27th November 2019. The 
maths department hosted the NRICH Hands-On Maths Roadshow which was a fantastic opportunity for our middle ability 
students to experience a collection of NRICH’s favourite mathematical puzzles, games and activities. 
There was an enormous amount of fun and mathematical learning that happened during the Roadshow and students were 
very inspired and grateful for participating! No pens nor paper, just tangible activities with teacups, dominoes, floor shapes 
and puzzles! Lots of very positive feedback! Our students felt equipped with skills that hopefully will last long after their 
session.  
Resilience, Communication , Strategic Thinking, Curiosity and Creativity were greatly promoted, and many math ideas and 
rich activities for inside the classroom were suggested. Both our students and the teachers who participated benefitted  
greatly. 

On the day of the General Election, Great Baddow High School ran a mock election to allow students to experience the voting system and 
help create awareness of UK politics. Year 12 students represented five parties and each of the parties presented their main policies in 
assemblies to try and win the students’ votes. Every student was given the opportunity then in tutor time to take part in a secret ballot 
and vote on a mock ballot paper. 
 
Students fully  embraced the opportunity with the result differing to the UK election with the Liberal Democrats winning, the  
Conservative party second, Labour and Greens were joint third and Brexit Party came fourth (Based on seats).  

 
It was pointed out to students that although the Conservatives came 
second, both Labour and the Green Party won more votes.  
This shows how our electoral system favours concentrated support. 
This was mainly in the Sixth Form where the Conservatives won nearly 
each Tutor Group convincingly.  
The Labour and Green Party came second and third which meant they 
won votes but didn’t win the seats. 
 
Mr J Dixon 
Head of Modern Foreign Languages 

    seats % seats votes 
% 

votes 

Seats Br 2 4 97 9 

  Lab 3 6 205 19 

  Gr 3 6 170 16 

  LD 34 63 491 46 

  Con 12 22 101 9 

    54   1064   

    2 seats undeclared     



 

 

 

I am continuing to enjoy my new role as Head of Sixth Form 
and one of the most interesting parts of it so far has been 
learning more about the Year 13 students through their  
personal statements in their UCAS applications. We have 
seen a large number of students get theirs sent off prior to  
Christmas with the deadline day of 15th January. As well as  
commenting on their studies, students also have to show  
additional interests or opportunities they have got involved 
with to demonstrate they are a dedicated scholar. Within our 
Sixth Form, we have a published author, students who have 
given up their summer holiday to work in Romania to people 
less fortunate than themselves and other students who have 
set up their own online social media businesses. One student 
has also taken the decision to defer university for one year 
whilst they live in Kenya for a number of months as part of 
altitude training in an effort to reduce their 800m time.  
 
Many of our students also spoke about their passion for 
sport and music and this was evident this week during both 
the Gym and Dance display and also the Cathedral service. 
The standard of sixth formers playing in this concert was  
exceptional and the lower school will have been inspired to 
see what they can achieve. Particular mention must go to Joe 
M, who performed a piano piece as a soloist on his actual 
18th birthday. He had a busy day, as also voted in the General  
Election which must have made him one of the youngest  
voters in Essex, if not the country.  
 
I also cannot remember a time when politics has been  
discussed as much as in this half term. A number of our Year 
13 students were eligible to vote and both Year 12 and 13  
students had sessions on the importance of democracy, the 
art of debate and a discussion as to the current electoral  
system in the country. Twelve Year 12 students were inspired 
by this and went on to represent the five major parties in the 
GBHS Mock Election, delivering the manifesto’s in assemblies 
to all year groups to provide all the students in the school 
with information on who to vote for. 
 

Students in Year 12 have also attended sessions run by Essex 
Highways on road safety, informing students on many of the 
dangers that can affect them as drivers or passengers.  
Seventy students attended this offsite and it was so powerful 
and important that a second session was organised for all 
the remaining Year 12 students in school. This also included 
the opportunity for students to take part in a driving lesson. 
The school has also worked with the Supreme school of  
driving and GSW driving and this has provided students with 
a further opportunity to have free driving lessons including 
both theoretical and practical input.  
 
As well as studies, students have also had the chance to take 
part in sport, with competitive fixtures in netball, basketball 
and football. Students have also been able to take part in 
yoga as part of our enrichment programme.  
 
We have hosted a successful Year 11 into Sixth Form evening 
and are pleased to have had a large number of applicants to 
our Sixth Form next year. Students will all be offered a time 
to come and chat to one of our team to discuss their options.  
 
As we enter into a new calendar year I would also like to  
remind students and parents of our smarter dress code.  
Leggings are fine to be worn but must be accompanied by a 
longer smarter top. Jeans can be worn but must not be ripped 
and we do not permit facial piercings.  
 
I would like to take this opportunity to wish everyone a  
happy, safe and enjoyable Christmas.  
 
Mrs J Ferguson 
Head of Sixth Form Follow us on  

Twitter  

@GBHSSixthForm 



 

 

 

The 2019 Christmas Concert was held at Chelmsford Cathedral and was a  
sold-out event. One hundred and forty-six  students participated in this year’s 
performance and were warmly supported by an audience of over three  
hundred and fifty people - thank you once again supporting our students. 
Particular mentions go to all the soloists: Aaron M (7A2), Nathan S (9E3), Kudak 
T (9H2), Saad Q (7H2), Jack B (7A1), Ellie T (9A1), Harry D (10H1), Daisy A (13E), 
Tamsin B (13A), Katie T (13E), Jasmine A (9E2), James G (8A2), Amelie W (8A1), 
Daniel H (8H2), Elena W (7E3), Charlie T (13E), and Joe M (13D) who joined on his 
18th irthday! 
 
The concert featured the debut performance of the Reed Group, the latest  
extra-curricular club to be added to our wide selection of ensemble  
opportunities. Chamber Choir gave a fantastic performance of ‘Hallelujah’ in 
the style of Pentatonix, whilst the Top Secret Choir entertained with ‘Man in 
the Mirror’. The Rock Choir set us off on a ‘Holly Jolly Christmas’ and the GBHS 
Orchestra opened with ‘Somewhere in my Memory’ from Home Alone. All of 
the repertoire from Brass Group, Flute Choir, and our soloists was Christmas 
orientated to get everyone in seasonal spirits. The evening concluded with the 
Choir of Year 7 students performing a December version of Earth, Wind and 
Fires ‘September’ and a rousing rendition of ‘War is Over’.  
 
Our thanks go to all staff who assisted in the running of the concert and the 
supervision of students, to the Readers, Mr Harvey our accompanist/organist 
for the evening, and the Staff at Chelmsford Cathedral for their warm welcome 
and support. 
Photos and Videos will be available soon via the Music Departments Twitter 
feed @GBHSMusic. 
 
The Music Department wishes you a joyful 
and peaceful Christmas. Peripatetic lessons 
and extra-curricular clubs commence from 
Monday 13

th
 January 2020. We look forward 

to welcoming even more students into the 
music departments rehearsals,  
performances, and opportunities! 
Mr N Bentley & Mrs R Evans 
Joint Heads of Music 

Follow us on  

Twitter  

@GBHSMusic 

https://twitter.com/GBHSMusic
https://twitter.com/GBHSMusic
https://twitter.com/GBHSMusic
https://twitter.com/GBHSMusic


 

 

 

1st: Tom B (Ennis Hill) 
Joint 2nd: Layla McC & Anais C (Ennis Hill)  (joint effort) and Charlotte C (Ennis Hill) 
Joint 3rd: Katie and Daisy H (Attenborough) (joint effort) and Jayden JN (Hawking) 

The amount raised for charity was £25.30. 

Joint 1st: Sydney A (10A3) & Elena W (7E3) 
2nd: Lucas P (7H3) 
3rd: Bryony A (7A1) 

 

Mr Farmers winners: 
1st: Meryem K (7A1) 
Joint 2nd: Tom B (9E2) and Sophia H & Olivia G - joint effort (both 7A1) 
3rd: Isaac W (7H3) 
 
Student votes winners: 
1st: Emma S (7A2) 
2nd: Jack D (10E2) 
3rd: Anais C & Layla Mc - joint effort (both 8E3)  

The amount raised for charity was £60.40. 

Every year the library hosts the Great Baddow Bake Off competition, open to all students and 
staff. This year’s themes were Christmas cookies and biscuits and showstopper cakes with the 
more challenging theme of the three Great Baddow House names: Hawking,  
Ennis-Hill and Attenborough.   
For a small donation pupils were able to taste and judge their favourite.  For the  
showstopper cake, Mr Farmer also choose a winning cake. All proceeds raised are given to a 
local charity. The pupils and staff never disappoint and continue to amaze us with their  
creativity, enthusiasm and team spirit. 
Congratulations to all the winners and well done to all the students who took part! 



 

 

 

In November our Year 10 GCSE Drama students performed for 
the first time to an audience of parents, friends and staff. 
They had five weeks to produce a physical theatre  
performance based on the theme of 'twisted fairy tales.' This 
was a very successful evening, showing just how creative and 
confident our Year 10s are and how far they have come in 
only one term. Some students had never performed to a large 

audience before and this was a huge achievement. We are 
very excited to see our pupils progress this year and will  
continue to set challenging goals for them to reach. Well 
done Year 10, a fabulous effort.  
Mrs Moon 
Head of Drama 

On 21st November we took our GCSE Drama cohort to The Orchard Theatre in Dartford to watch 
Willy Russell's Blood Brothers.  
This was a particularly special event, as this will be the Year 11s final drama trip. Students have to 
write about this play in their written exam so it was an invaluable experience to see the play live. 
We have been studying this script for some time now, with students recently taking to the stage 
themselves to perform the play to parents and friends at school.  
Our drama students were, as always, a delight to be with and thoroughly enjoyed the  
performance (although the singing on the way back was slightly less pleasurable!). 
 
Mrs Moon 
Head of Drama 

On 6th November our Year 12 and 13 acting students took part in a  
workshop run by a professional theatre actor, on the nature of  
improvising. This was a brilliant and often hilarious experience for our 
Btec cohort, as they learnt the craft of acting spontaneously and  
reacting to stimuli. It is also a great opportunity for our 12s and 13s to 
work together and learn from each other.  
 

Upcoming Drama Events 
 
Saturday 14th December: 9:30-2:30pm School Show rehearsal  
Saturday 11th January: 9:30-2:30pm School Show rehearsal  
Tuesday 14th January: Year 10 Theatre Trip - The Woman In Black  
Wednesday 22nd January: 7pm School Show - The Wizard of Oz (sold out)  
Thursday 23rd January: 7pm School Show - The Wizard of Oz (sold out)  
Wednesday 29th January: 5pm BTEC Acting Exam Year 12 & 13  
Thursday 6th February: Theatre Trip - Wicked. For WOZ students and crew  
Wednesday 26th February: Theatre Trip Year 12 & 13 Acting students.  
 



 

 

 

Our students from Years 7-11 have been in full swing this term, rehearsing for the Wizard 
of Oz.  
Twice weekly, since September, the cast have been staying after school with staff to 
rehearse their lines, lyrics and choreography. Being part of a school show takes a lot of 
dedication, commitment and stamina! We are always impressed with their level of  
professionalism and passion for our performances, as well as their endless support for 
one another. This is a wonderful chance for students to work with different year groups 
and meet new friends.  
We look forward to seeing parents at the opening night in January. 
Please note, tickets for the show have sold out for both evenings. 

Earlier this half term, Mr Bowers came into our Year 13 Acting class to teach a lesson on 
the art of stand-up comedy! Having studied this himself at university, Mr Bowers was 
able to lead a great workshop, exploring how to tell funny stories and make an  
audience laugh. Thank you to Mr Bowers for leading this workshop and working with 
our actors.  

On Friday 6th December, the RBHIS team took twenty students to Chelmsford Cathedral to participate in the Christmas Service 
for the Deaf and Deafblind. This service was arranged by The Diocese of Chelmsford Deaf Chaplaincy Team, The Royal  
Association for Deaf people (RAD) and Chelmsford cathedral. The service was held to bring together deaf, deafblind and  
hearing impaired people, along with their families and friends from Essex and East London.  
 
Our GBHS students have been rehearsing a signed carol for many weeks and performed this to everyone at the Cathedral  
service. The words of the carol, ‘Chelmsford City Carol’ were written by RBHIS staff and the music was composed and  
performed by professional musicians who kindly helped out and full name and credits can be found on the video of the  

performance: Watch Performance 
 
Our students thoroughly enjoyed themselves at the service and were given the opportunity to socialise with previous primary 
school teachers and school peers throughout the day.   
Miss D Cutter  
Learning Support Assistant 

https://youtu.be/kLyHolqW2gY


 

 

 

Over the Autumn half term, the Year 7 Spanish classes were 
set a "Surprise Me!" homework. They had free rein to do  
whatever they wanted as long as it was related to Spain or 
one of the many Spanish speaking countries. What an  
imaginative and creative Year 7 we have!  
 
On our first lesson back, we were treated to Spanish themed 
cakes, magdalenas, churros and biscuits. The students tried 
out recipes at home for paella and tapenade. There were lots 
of fact files on Spain and Spanish speaking countries, fact 
files on Spanish traditions, such as bull fighting and flamenco 
and traditions such as the famous bull run in Pamplona and 

La Tomatina, a tomato fight! I had fact files about Spanish 
football teams and tennis players, football shirts and even a 
vlog live from Barcelona! We had lots of information about 
the Day of the Dead in Mexico, including masks and  
calaveritas, colourful masks that are worn to celebrate. We 
had a pinata full of sweets to share and even a flamenco  
guitar recital!  
 
I would like to thank the students and their families for all the 
hard work and thought that clearly went into this project. 
Senora Barkway 
Spanish Teacher 

Great Baddow High School Year 7 students and staff have been 
busily collecting food items to support families around Essex 
through the Kids Inspire Hamper appeal. 
Many families supported by Kids Inspire are not able to provide 
goodies that we all look forward to at Christmas like chocolates, 
biscuits and mince pies. The hampers that the students have 
put together are bursting with items that we all take for granted. 
 
On top of the hampers we are also donating presents for children that Kids Inspire support, where similarly, families are not 
able to provide a gift at Christmas. These gifts have been purchased with money raised earlier in the year from the plant 
sales that Mrs Williams and Mrs Burdon run.  
We were able to provide fourteen food hampers and presents for over eighty children from one year group. Next year we aim 
to roll this out to more of the school to participate. “Imagine how many families we can support next year” said Mrs Burdon, 
“we’ll need a bigger room!”  Mrs Williams and Mrs Burdon would like to say a huge thank you to all those who have  
supported the appeal this year and wish you all a very Merry Christmas. 
Mrs M Burdon and Mrs L Williams,  



 

 

 

Please see our Careers program map for a full overview of what is planned for the year and visit our website for more details 
of our career’s events. https://www.gbhs.co.uk/index.php/curriculum/careers-education 

https://www.gbhs.co.uk/index.php/curriculum/careers-education


 

 

 

 
 

 

Head of Physics 

 
University of Surrey 

 
PhD in Physics 
BSc (Hons) Physics 

  
Physics, Mathematics, Chemistry 

 
  

*Head of Physics (GBHS) 
*Active member of Institute of Physics (East Anglia) 

*Physics Teacher (St Martin’s School) 
*Full time mum, while children still under 5 
*Lecturer on MSc Medical Physics course 

*Computer analyst at Ford Credit 
*AA travel sales 

*Hospital house-keeping aide 
*Colour physicist at Kodak 

Communication 
Organisation & advanced planning 

Problem solving 
Time management 

Small team management 

If you would like more information about any of the job roles or education paths please feel free to contact Dr Ghoneim 
gnm@gbhs.co.uk 

All Year 11 students met with the Careers Adviser in Year 10 and are now being offered a career guidance meeting. This is an 
opportunity to talk to an independent Careers Adviser about their ideas for the future, options and pathways, subject  
choices and more. Whether they want to stay on in the Sixth Form, go to college, find an apprenticeship or are still  
undecided, they will need to thinking about this now! Students will be notified of their appointment via their tutors and 
information is available to parents to them to help them prepare and get the best out of their meeting.  
If students or parents want to speak or arrange an appointment, please email Deborah Anderson, Careers Adviser on  
careers@gbhs.co.uk .  

Students can often be worried and confused about deciding on a career while at school when in fact it is important for 
them to see that a career is something that can and will change many times throughout their lives. What better way to 
demonstrate this than by looking at our own Great Baddow High School staff and their education and changing careers 
that lead them here. 

mailto:gnm@gbhs.co.uk
mailto:careers@gbhs.co.uk


 

 

 

Well done to Zach H (7E3) our Year 7 Stretch and Challenge winner this term, for the 
activities he has entered for the Stretch and Challenge books.  Zach has entered  
puzzles and quizzes on the books he has read and these will be available for other  
students to use after Christmas.  
 
All Year 7 students are invited to take part in our Stretch and Challenge scheme.  This is 
a list of books which we feel would challenge the students with their reading.  We also 
have three extension books for stronger readers and three quick read books on the list, 
suitable for students who struggle with reading.   
 
The list of books is a good way for students, who are stuck reading the same type of 
book, to find a new book that may interest them.  If a student reads a book and enjoys 
it then we also have a list of ‘What to read next’ books to help keep them going.  The 
full list of books from the Stretch and Challenge scheme can be found in the back of 
students Reading Record Books. 
Students do not have to read from the list but if they do choose a book from the list, 
then complete and enter one of the challenges, they will be rewarded with credits and a 
prize being awarded at the end of the term for the best entry. 
We also have recommended reading lists for all other year groups, these can be ac-
cessed via our library database – Accessit. 

Our Sports Readers Breakfast Club for the year 2019/2020 is now up and running after our launch party in October.  The 
Sports Readers Breakfast Club is an invitational only club to help improve students reading and comprehension skills.   
 
Students work with a volunteer partner, twice a week, on reading, comprehension and spellings. 
At the end of each term students and volunteers are awarded prizes for their hard work, this term’s winners are: 

 
Pairing of the term:  
Reece and Theo – for working well as a team and helping each other. 
Harrison and Kayleigh – a quiet but very effective partnership. 
Reader:  
Max – for his positive attitude towards the reading and coming to 
SRBC. 
Stanley – for waiting patiently and for being focussed on his reading 
and progress. 
Volunteer: 
Tiegan – for going the extra mile with her reader. 
The Callums – both are great with their partners and have taken a 
positive responsibility for their involvement with SRBC. 

Over the last few weeks of term students 
from across all year groups have been  
selling Candy Canes as small gifts which 
have been hand delivered with a personal 
message by the Candy Cane team.  

They have sold more than 2,200  
Candy Canes and raised an amazing 

£763.55 so far.  
All proceeds will be used to support  
well-being projects for our students.  



 

 

 

If you are looking for some great reads this Christmas try one of the following amazing books which have been a hit this 
term: 
Recommended for years 6 and above – Our year 7s are loving this 

 
You don't know it exists, but when you have nowhere else to turn, the Haven will find you ... 
An adrenaline-fuelled adventure in a new series by top thriller writer Simon Lelic.  Our city. Our secret. Our rules. 
Alone. On the run. Ollie Turner has nowhere to hide. But he gets a second chance. Underneath the city there's a 
secret organisation, far from adult eyes. 
It's called the Haven. Soon Ollie is caught up in their battle: to stop Maddy Sikes destroying the city. 
 
 

 
Recommended for years 9 and above – Our upper school book group are working their way through the trilogy very quickly! 

 
In a world where disease, war and crime have been eliminated, the only way to die is to be gleaned by  
professional scythes.  Citra and Rowan are teenagers who have been selected to be scythes' apprentices, and 
despite wanting nothing to do with the vocation, they must learn the art and understand the necessity of what 
they do. Only one of them will be chosen as a scythe's apprentice and as Citra and Rowan come up against a 
terrifyingly corrupt Scythedom, it becomes clear that the winning apprentice's first task will be to glean the los-
er. 
 

 
Recommended for years 11 and above – Sixth formers and staff have enjoyed reading this one. 

 
Dragged to a magical kingdom for the murder of a faerie, Feyre discovers that her captor, his face obscured by a 
jewelled mask, is hiding far more than his piercing green eyes would suggest. 
Feyre's presence at the court is closely guarded, and as she begins to learn why, her feelings for him turn from 
hostility to passion and the faerie lands become an even more dangerous place. 
Feyre must fight to break an ancient curse, or she will lose him forever.  
 
 
 

Recommended for years 12 and above – Staff Book Club are loving this book! 
 
Take a holiday you won't forget . . . Seven days. Three families. One killer. It was supposed to be the perfect  
holiday, dreamed up by Kate as the ideal way to turn forty: four best friends and their husbands and children in 
a luxurious villa under the blazing sunshine of Provence. 
But there is trouble in paradise. Kate suspects that her husband is having an affair, and that the other woman is 
one of her best friends. 
One of these women is willing to sacrifice years of friendship and destroy her family.  But which one! 

Each year, Save the Children hold a National  
Christmas Jumper Day to raise money to support  
children to learn, grow and become who they want to 
be.  
 
So on Friday 13th December, students, teachers and 
support staff at Great Baddow High School got into 
the Christmas spirit and donned festive woollies and 

raised £342 for the charity. 
 
Thank you to everyone that took part and donated to 
this worthwhile cause. 



 

 

 

Our Elite Sport Student Programme (ESSP) has been very busy 
over the past couple of months. Students are regularly  
updating us on all of their high level successes and feel  
supported from the PE department and school to reach a 
healthy balance between training, competitions and school 
life. Please keep us updated on your son/daughter’s success 
in any sport and if you believe they should be part of this 
programme, contact the PE department to find out more. 
As part of the ESSP, in November, we organised a Strength 
and Conditioning Workshop for our Elite Students to attend. 
Rob from Mediall Health Strength and Conditioning run the 
workshop and provided lots of information on what our  
students can be doing to prevent injury and strengthen their 
bodies to be the best that they can be at their sport. The  
students had all their questions answered and were inspired 
after the workshop. 
 
We are in the process of looking at our Elite Students’  
nutrition and helping them start to think about calorie  
intake as well as healthy snacks to keep them performing to 
the best of their ability. Students will meet during tutor time 
to discuss and learn more about their nutrition as Elite  
Performers. 
 
Here are some of our students’ most recent successes: 
Daisy (Year 7) – Competed at the British National  
Championships 2019. For Ballroom 4 Dance (Waltz, Foxtrot, 
Tango and Quickstep) they came 14

th
, and for Latin 4 dance 

(Cha-Cha-Cha, Samba, Rumba and Jive) they made the Grand 
Finals and came 6th. 
Imogen (Year 7) – Competed in her first Hockey tournament 
representing Essex in the under 13 girls’ squad. This was the 
first tournament of the season. 
Sienna (Year 8) – Competed at Bishops Stortford for the start 
of the winter flatwater kayaking race (Eastern Region  

Competition).  Sienna is racing as U14 females, had a very 
good race and finish time, coming first. 
Harrison (Year 9) – Competed in the GB Karate open the first 
weekend in November, where he won gold in team fighting, 
gold in ipon, and gold in individual fighter. Harrison won 
overall which makes him GB champion in Sabon and in Ipon. 
Ashton (Year 9) – Performed on her own in front of an ice 
skating judge. She received her Field Movers Level Four and 
her Singe Elements Level Four Certificate. 
Hayley (Year 10) – Has been recognised as a valued squad 
member of EWSKA and the progress she has made this year 
and was awarded Student of the Year 2019 for all her  
dedication and hard work which is awarded by the Chief  
Instructor/Sensei with nominations from other coaches from 
all over the country from within her association, EWSKA. 
Charlie (Year 11) – competed in a rugby tournament at Allianz 
Park on the 1st of December where he represented Essex. 

This half term has been very 
busy with all competitions in 
full flow and students  
competing weekly in their 
respective age groups. We 
have been very pleased with 
the excellent approach that 
all students have had to the 
extra-curricular programme. 
We have seen football,  
netball, cross country,  
basketball, rugby, indoor  
athletics, swimming and 
trampoline competitions in 
district and national fixtures 
as well as our gymnasts and 
dancers preparing hard for 
the most recent display.  
Water confidence has  
returned and has proved  
already to be very successful 
with students improving their 
swimming ability. Badminton 
before school clubs are  

thriving with students  
continuously showing their 
skill and game play  
improvements. We look  
forward to our sports hall  
athletics and gymnastics 
competitions taking place in 
early January. We have been 
very pleased with the level of 
progress we have made in 
many competitions and this 
is due to the hard work of all 
students in their training 
preparation. We have entered 
for the first time the indoor 
athletics competitions and 
were very proud when both 
our girls and boys teams 
made the Regional A Finals at 
Lee Valley – we await the  
results of this competition to 
see whether we qualify for the 
final.  
We were very pleased to bring 

back the Gymnastics, Dance 
and Trampoline display this 
year. Pupils in Year 7 to Year 13 
performed incredibly in a  
variety of choreographed 
pieces that was supported by 
a 007 James Bond theme. The 
skill level demonstrated how 
hard all of the students have 
been working during the extra
-curricular clubs. The students 
thoroughly enjoyed the  
display and we thank you all 
for your support.  
After the Christmas break 
students in all age groups will 
be changing activities for 
their PE lessons. Can we 
please ask that students 
check the Programmes of 
Study board to ensure they 
know what activity they will 
be doing and that they have 
the correct PE kit. With the 

weather becoming a little 
colder can we also encourage 
students to come prepared 
for each lesson (ensuring that 
this is uniform on our PE kit 
list).   
We would still like to  
encourage anyone who has 
not tried a club in the PE  
department to come along 
and give one a go. Our clubs 
are fun and open to everyone 
to join in.  
Finally, we would like to thank 
you all for your support in the 
PE department and we wish 
you a very happy and relaxing 
Christmas and New Year and 
look forward to an exciting 
2020. 
 
Mrs K Davis 
Head PE Faculty 
 



 

 

 

As the winter nights draw in 
and the temperature begins 
to drop, performances and 
levels of participation have 
been anything but in Boys 
PE. 
 
Year 7 continue to go from 
strength to strength in all 
areas of the curriculum.  
Lessons have involved boys 
developing key skills in  
rugby, basketball and  
football and utilising these 
at after school clubs and 
fixtures. A and B team  
fixtures have taken place 
where appropriate to give a 
wide range of pupils the  
opportunity to represent the 
school in rugby, basketball 
and football this half term. 
The football team have made 
positive strides forward  
winning Mid Essex league 
and county fixtures playing 
some great football along 
the way. The Year 7 boys 
were successful in winning 
the Mid Essex 5-a-side  
competition that took place 
at the start of December. The 
rugby team have flourished 
working hard in training and 
putting this into game play, 
with successful Mid Essex 
and Essex waterfall  
tournaments and friendly 
fixtures Vs King John and 
KEGS this half term. This 
success is due largely to the 
boys outstanding  
commitment to  
extra-curricular clubs but 
also the ability to work  

effectively as a team and for 
each other.  
 
The Year 7 basketball team 
have progressed well in the 
Essex cup, and have enjoyed 
three victories in this  
competition. 
 
Year 8 and 9 boys have  
performed extremely well at 
both the Mid Essex and  
National cross country  
regional finals, with Greg M, 
being selected to represent 
Mid Essex in the Essex cross 
country championships on 
Saturday 18th January at 
Writtle after some 
tremendous runs and we 
wish him all the best with 
this. Football has also been 
successful for both year 
groups, with Year 9 winning 
league, county, national and 
friendly matches.  
Year 9 basketball have won 
one out of two pool games 
in the Essex competition to 
progress to the quarter finals 
while the Year 8 boys have 
won three out of three pool 
games to secure places in 
the same round.  
Rugby has been excellent for 
Year 8 with some  
outstanding tackling in both 
waterfall festivals that took 
place this half term, and it is 
clear to see how much  
progression and  
development has taken 
place from a wide range of 
the boys since Year 7.  
For the first time in many 

years, the Year 9 rugby team 
have made the county  
quarter finals of Essex rugby 
which is also a tremendous 
effort from them all  
collectively.  
KS4 provision for Year 10 and 
11 has also been excellent. 
Highlights have included the 
Year 11 boys football team 
beating Boswells to progress 
through to the next round of 
MESSSA and Essex football 
as well as the same year 
group making nice progress 
on the basketball court after 
many successful years that 
they endured throughout 
the time they have spent at 
school.  
Year 10 rugby, football and 
basketball have endured 
mixed results throughout 
the term. The Sixth Form 
football have enjoyed  
victories in the MESSSA and 
national competition and 
have games coming up in 
the new year.  
Congratulations to Alex W 
and Harry L who have also 
been selected to represent 
Mid Essex in the Essex cross 
country championships on 
Saturday 18th January.  
Sixth Form basketball is back 
up and running this year and 
they have a 100% record so 
far in the county  
competition.  
 
As well as the team sports, 
badminton, swimming, 
gymnastics and  
trampolining are still a key 

part of the boy’s curriculum, 
supported both in lessons 
and extra-curricular time. 
Congratulations to all boys 
who competed in the 1st 
Round of the national 
school’s trampoline  
competition and  
successfully progressed to 
the next round.  
 
After the Christmas break 
students in all age groups 
will be changing activities 
for their PE lessons. Can we 
please ask that pupils check 
the Programmes of Study 
board to ensure they know 
what activity they will be 
doing and that they have the 
correct PE kit. With the 
weather becoming a little 
colder can we also  
encourage pupils to come 
prepared for each lesson 
(ensuring this is part of our 
PE kit).  
 
We have been very pleased 
with how pupils have  
embraced the  
extra-curricular programme 
this term. We would still like 
to encourage anyone who 
has not tried a club in the PE 
department to come along 
and give one a go. Our clubs 
are fun and open to  
everyone to join in.  
 
Finally we would like to 
thank you all for your  
support in the PE  
department and wish you a 
very happy and relaxing 
Christmas and New Year and 
look forward to an exciting 
2020.  
 
Mr A Russell 
Head of Boys’ PE 
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Parents and carers play a key role in supporting children to learn about how 
to stay safe online, and you are one of the first people children turn to if 
things go wrong. It can be difficult to stay on top of the wide range of sites 
and devices that young people use as technology develops so fast, so if  

Father Christmas is kind enough to bring new digital devices into your home the following 
advice may help: 
• Have ongoing conversations with your children about staying safe online. 
• Consider turning off cameras and geolocation settings in Christmas presents to protect 

from hackers. 
• Check your internet router is secure, consider setting up electronic devices with strong 

privacy options before the child unwraps their gift and turn off Bluetooth connections. 
• Use safety tools on social networks and other online services, e.g. Facebook and Twitter 

privacy settings. 
• Decide if you want to use parental controls on your home internet. 
• Understand devices and the parental control tools they offer in the Parents' Guide to 

Technology available from UK Safer Internet Centre at this URL: 
 
http://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-and-resources/parents-and-carers/parents-guide-to-technology 

 

You don't need to be the biggest football fan in the world to have heard of 
FIFA (Federation Internationale de Football Association) - the governing body 
for football. And, the video game series bearing the organisation's name is 
one of the most successful ever. It gives your child the opportunity to play 

games in the role of their favourite players. They can either work through a story mode  
version of the game or play online in competitions against other players. The game, released 
annually by Electronic Arts under the EA Sports label, is available for a range of consoles, and 
there are also mobile versions available for smartphones and tablets. 

Your child may receive an email or see a message on social media or in forums which appear 
to be a genuine FIFA promotion. While the link may seem like a FIFA login page, it's a  
phishing scam to capture a login name and password. Scammers may use names that sound 
legitimate, like 'EA Admin' or 'FIFA Developer’. 
Your child could be playing FIFA games on their computer or console for very long periods of 
time. That's not to say that computer-based matches are a full 90 minutes long, but a series 
of 20-minute matches can very quickly fill up a day! The World Health Organisation has  
classified 'gaming disorder' as a mental health problem - this is when  
children have trouble controlling their gaming behaviour and let it reign over 
their lives and daily routine. 
While the FIFA video game is suitable for children of all ages as it does not 
include any inappropriate content, there is the issue of in-game chat. Your 
child can play with other people online and chat with them using headsets. 
As this is largely unregulated, it could mean that your child is exposed to  
language or conversations that you deem unsuitable. 
For more information see https://2j39y52a62gm1afygb3g1xbu-
wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/FIFA-20-Guide-1.pdf 

http://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-and-resources/parents-and-carers/parents-guide-to-technology
http://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-and-resources/parents-and-carers/parents-guide-to-technology
http://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-and-resources/parents-and-carers/parents-guide-to-technology
http://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-and-resources/parents-and-carers/parents-guide-to-technology
https://2j39y52a62gm1afygb3g1xbu-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/FIFA-20-Guide-1.pdf
https://2j39y52a62gm1afygb3g1xbu-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/FIFA-20-Guide-1.pdf


 

 

 

Please ensure you acquaint yourself with the 

school’s procedures around punctuality and 

attendance  

 

Punctuality 

A very small minority of students continue to be 

late to school.  All students should be on the school 

premises by 8:40 a.m. Morning registration starts at 

8:45 a.m.  Arriving punctually to lessons is also very 

important to enable lessons to start on 

time.  Students who are late for school may be 

given a 30-minute detention to be served after 

school, the following day. 

 

Signing-In 

If your child is late for school or late due to 

attending a medical or other appointment, they 

must have a note signed by you.  Failure to produce 

a note could result in your child receiving a late 

detention.  Late arrivals must always sign in at 

student administration. 

 

Signing-Out 

If your child needs to sign out of school, for 

example to attend a medical or dental 

appointment, they must have a signed note from 

you which they must also ask their tutor to initial. 

Your child must then bring the note to the Student 

Administration office in order to sign out. Students 

are not allowed to leave the school site without 

permission.  

Year 7 students are required to be collected from 

reception they cannot walk out unaccompanied. 

 

 

 

Reporting Student Absences 

Please ensure a clear detailed message giving a 

specific reason for absence, is left on our 24-hour 

absence voicemail system by 8.45 a.m. each day. If 

a specific detailed reason is not given, the absence 

may be unauthorised, which could lead to further 

action.  If you wish to speak to a member of staff 

regarding your child’s reason for absence, please 

make a separate call and speak to the appropriate 

member of staff.  Unfortunately, we are unable to 

accept emails as a method of reporting student 

absence unless this is by specific arrangement.  

 

Holiday Absence 

Fines continue to be levied from parents taking 

their children out of school for holidays during term 

time and for other unauthorised absence.  Please do 

not put the school in the embarrassing position of 

having to refuse requests for leave during  

term-time.   

 

Illness 

Please remind your son or daughter that if they feel 

unwell they should (with permission from the 

teacher, if in class,) report to the Student 

Administration Office and must not contact their 

parents.  It is the role of the office staff to contact 

parents if it is considered necessary to do so. 

Thank you for your co-operation in these matters. 

 
Mr M Copping 
Assistant Headteacher - Behaviour and Safety 
 

 

 



 

 

 

SCHOOL TERM DATES AND HOLIDAYS 2019/20 

Day Date School Activity   

Monday 6 Jan 0840 - Term Begins  
Year 12 pre-public exams begin  

Tuesday 7 Jan  

Wednesday 8 Jan 0930-1005 – DEAR session 

Thursday 9 Jan  

Friday 10 Jan Year 12 pre-public exams end 

Sports Fixtures are updated on the website weekly 

  

SPRING TERM 

Term Begins:  Monday 6th January 2020 
Half Term:   Monday 17th to Friday 21st February 2020 
Term Ends:   Friday 3rd April 2020 

  

SUMMER TERM 
Term Begins:  Monday 20th April 2020 
Bank Holiday:  Friday 8th May 2020  
Half Term:   Monday 25th May to Friday 29th May 2020 
Term Ends:   Friday 17th July 2020 
Inset Day Three:  Monday 20th July 2020 
Inset Day Four:  Tuesday 21st July 2020 
Inset Day Five:  Wednesday 22nd July 2020 
  

https://www.gbhs.co.uk/index.php/sports-college/sports-fixtures

