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Dear Parent,
What a term it has been! We certainly have packed a huge amount into 
this term and despite the challenges that Covid has presented we have 
returned to normality at a pace. 

This term saw the return of face-to-face events at the school. It saw 
the return of performances in our Creative Arts departments. It saw 
the return of a plethora of sporting activities and most importantly 
it allowed us to get back to what we do best at GBHS– outstanding 
teaching and learning in the classroom.
The return to normality has been rapid and we are all so proud of the 
way our community has managed the transition from lock down and 
bubbles to a fully integrated and functioning school.  All students 
have shown resilience and fortitude, but special commendation must 
go to our Year 11 and 13 students who have approached the 
preparation for their PPEs and assessments with maturity, calmness 
and a determination to succeed. They really do deserve every success 
in their examinations next term.
In the last few weeks global events have cast a cloud across the world 
and again, we are proud of the way our students and staff have 
discussed and digested the unfolding situations with sympathy, 
understanding and a real knowledge of the facts. The conflict in 
Europe is shocking and distressing and the ramifications it has across 
the world will be with us for some time but, at least at GBHS, we are 
secure in the knowledge that our community will support each other 
and everyone else who needs it.

This term also saw record numbers of applications for places in Year 7 
at the school; coupled with our record numbers of applications for the 
Sixth Form from our own students and students from all over the area, 
make us hugely oversubscribed as a school and is a measure of our 
success and popularity.
‘Reading for Purpose’ continues to be a huge focus for the school and 
this term started with a National Reading Assessment for our KS3 
students in January. The data this assessment generated allowed us to 
adapt and tweak our reading strategies across the school to 
maximise the learning potential of our students. This term saw week 
-long celebrations of World Book Day, reading for purpose lessons in 
all subjects, visiting authors in the library and a KS3 Reading Fluency 
project with students seeking out staff to read out loud to them.  As a 
school, we are constantly promoting the importance of ‘Reading with 
Purpose’ in all lessons, with bespoke sessions for students to hone 
their reading skill. As a community, we all know how reading and
understanding a wide range of texts can help our students’ 
performance in all subjects but, perhaps more importantly, reading for 
pleasure can help us to be more healthy, happy and balanced people.

As a school we value the opinions of all our students and our Student 
Voice representatives have been extremely active and dynamic this 
term. As a result of their discussions and suggestions we have some 
exciting developments and improvements to the school site coming 
up with plans for a new outside canopy to enhance our dining spaces 
being drawn up as we speak. 
Creative Arts at the school is flourishing with extracurricular activities 
taking place across all year groups The KS3 Art club was very popular 
this term with a number of competitions creating some truly inspiring 
works of art. The music department has run an Evening of Piano and 
an Evening of Voice. Both events were superb and thoroughly enjoyed 
by the large audiences that attended. Drama has performed 
examination productions by Years 10, 11 and the Sixth Form to much 
acclaim and the KS3 clubs have been jammed to the rafters. Add to 
this the numerous trips and visits the Creative Arts department have 
organised and you can see that at GBHS the Arts are truly alive and 
kicking. Next term sees the much-awaited production of ‘We Will Rock 
You’ and we cannot wait for the rehearsals to be perfected, the lights 
to dim and the show to go on!

Every week sees reports of our success across all aspects of PE, both 
at team and individual level. This week was no exception as our Year 11 
boys fought through to the final of the County Championships to be 
played at the end of April. There are detailed reports of all our 
successes in the main body of this newsletter but I would like to 
congratulate all our talented sports-people for the tremendous 
performances they have produced this term. Long may it continue. 
This term saw our superbly successful Careers Fair and Year 9 
navigating the options process. All important steps in ensuring that 
our students are prepared for their future education and indeed, their 
future lives.This term saw our newly formed Equality and Diversity 
working Group launch LGBT+ History month with several superb 
events celebrating equality and diversity. This term also saw 
International Women’s Day, a chance to re-visit and celebrate the 
advances in our society and the success of women across the world.

As you read the outstanding reports in the rest of this newsletter you 
begin to get a feel for what type of school Great Baddow High School 
is. I am hugely proud of our community and all that it represents. Our 
students are truly outstanding, as are our staff and the support we 
receive from you the parents. As we head into the Easter break and a 
well-earned rest and time with our families, I would like to ask you all 
to join me in congratulating everyone at our school for making it such 

a vibrant, electric and successful place of education.

Paul Farmer, HeadteacHer
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“We were invited to attend a series of Maths 
Masterclasses organised by the Royal 
Institution. Some of what we’ve learnt about 
during these lessons include the Fourth 
Dimension, Josephus’ Problem and Pendulums. 
Each lesson has a different specialist to 
teach us something new. One lesson we made 
models of 3D shadows of 4D cubes (pictured) 
to understand how we can interpret the 
Fourth Dimension as Three Dimensional be-
ings.
We have thoroughly enjoyed these master-
classes organised by the Royal Institution. 
They’ve been challenging but we’ve learnt 
lots.”
By Mae and Archie 9H2

MATHS MASTERCLASS UK MATHEMATICAL TRUST

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENTS

BOOKS-4-AFRICA

Archie A and Mae H (9H2) were put forward by the Maths 
Department at GBHS, as part of the ‘More Able’ activities, to 
attend the Royal Institute of Mathematics Masterclasses, a 
sequence of five weekend sessions.
Ri Masterclasses are a series of workshops where students 
can explore mathematics and computer science outside the 
confines of the classroom, through hands-on 
extra-curricular workshops.
Each workshop was led by inspiring masterclass speakers, 
who come from a variety of STEM (science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics) backgrounds.
Throughout the Ri Masterclass series, students meet new 
speakers and volunteers who give them insight into 
possible careers and help them realise that STEM subjects 
are for everyone – including them.
Students’ curiosity is nurtured, inspiring them to continue 
their interest and engagement into the future

Our top Year 10 students have achieved 4 GOLD , 9 SILVER 
and 11 BRONZE Awards at the UK Mathematical Trust 
Competition Challenge!!!

The Intermediate Mathematical Challenge is a 60-minute 
challenge. It encourages mathematical reasoning, precision 
of thought, and fluency in using basic mathematical 
techniques to solve interesting problems. The problems 
on the Intermediate Mathematical Challenge are designed 
to make students think. Most are accessible, yet fiercely 
challenging!

Congratulations to Alex H on going through to the UK 
Mathematical Olympiad, and Sophia H and Alex H on going 
through to the Mathematical Kangoroo Challenges!!!

These are fantastic achievements and the first time GBHS 
has got a candidate for the UK Mathematical Olympiad!!!

Congratulations to our students that are excelling outside 
of school, including:
Daisy B (Year 9):  Nominated for Young Audio Awards for 
BBC Rising Talent Award 12-15 year old
Sonny N (Year 8): British Schools Judo Champion 2022
Sophie B (Year 10): On her win at the Billericay and Wickford 
Amateur Boxing Club first show of the year.
Vincent C (Year 7), May B, Lucy C (Year 7), Cait C (Year 9) Tom 
H (Year 7) on their individual success in the swimming pool.
May B (Sixth Form): Success in the swimming pool and on 
her selection for the Team England Futures Programme at 
the Commonwealth Games in Birmingham. We also wish 
her good luck in the British Swimming Championships 
taking place next week.
Theo D (Year 11): selected for the Saracens Barbarians U16 
squad.
Harrison (9E1): on his selection by the EUKF (English United 
Karate Federation) to represent them at the World Karate 
Championships in Miami in July.
Reggie S (7A2): FITC Academy Football Team National 
Champions.

We have had an update for the books Great Baddow High 
School donated to Books4Africa and so far 646 books that 
were donated have arrived in schools in Africa.
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At Great Baddow High School our curriculum encapsulates our school motto ‘Always striving for higher things’ enabling 
learners to progressively learn skills, develop qualities, understanding and knowledge to become confident, resilient, 
successful young adults.

To support the transition of our new students joining us in Year 7, we are working closely with our main primary feeder 
schools to find out more about the primary curriculum, what our students have studied and how we can reflect on and 
enhance the planning of our curriculum, enabling us to facilitate the students’ academic transition and ensure that from 
this there is appropriate challenge and support where needed.  

We have met and/or visited three of our main feeder schools and are aiming to host and facilitate a discussion group to 
share good practice amongst our primary colleagues and from our perspective gain an improved understanding of the 
experiences and skills of our students. 

We are looking for opportunities to work with our feeder schools and conversations have already been had in art, drama 
and languages, which we are investigating ways to teach Spanish to support the students when they join us. Our Modern 
Foreign Languages department has also delivered German lessons to some of our primary schools, with more to come in 
the summer term.

Following the success of the Inter-primary music competition for KS1 & 2 students in March, we are looking to hold this 
on an annual basis, in addition to after-school activity night starting in May, where Year 5 students can sign up for Junior 
Choir, Chatterbooks or Art Club. These sessions are in addition to the planned sporting events, Day in a Secondary School 
and transition work we will undertake in the summer. 
 
Following much reflection on the KS3 curriculum we have planned some changes to the curriculum for September 2022. 
Students in KS3 will follow a full three-year Key Stage 3 in all subjects including a broad and balanced curriculum in each of 
the creative arts (music / art / technology) for all. In addition, students will study drama for three years. We believe this will 
enable our curriculum to be broad, have depth and be ambitious. It will provide all students with the opportunity to study 
each of the subjects, develop their skills, qualities, confidence and appreciation of the creative arts. 

Year 11 & 13 students have been preparing hard for their examinations which will be taking place this summer after two 
years of teacher assessed grades due to Covid-19. 
The examination boards have produced material to support students and teachers in preparation for the tests and all 
teachers have begun working with students with the support material already. 

The PPE’s have been completed with Year 13 results given to students on 17th March and Year 11 on 28th March. 
Revision session took place over February half term, and more are planned for the Easter break. Subject teachers are 
running specific sessions and we also open the library to allow students to do their own revision independently or in small 
groups. A revision conference day is planned for April, with sessions for Year 11 and Year 13 students to help them best 
prepare for their upcoming exams.
 
Years 10 and 12 have been working hard on their courses but have both had their own set of PPE’s this term. Year 12 were in 
January, and they have had a Parents’ Evening as well. For Year 10 the PPE’s were for many their first experience of sitting 
an examination in the hall with invigilators. It is such an important part of their learning process and, as with any PPE’s the 
response to their results and receiving informative feedback is equally vital as we prepare them for summer 2023.
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LGBT+ HISTORY MONTH YEAR 10 - PSHE

STUDENT VOICE

This term students in Year 10 attended a performance of 
‘Unacceptable’, an Applied Theatre Production about 
sexism, sexual harassment and sexual violence.
ISexual Harassment and Sexual Violence are, unfortunately, 
an issue for every school in every community in the UK. In 
order to combat these issues, we need to understand and 
raise awareness of what they are, what creates them and 
what can be done to expose and respond to the harmful 
attitudes that perpetuate harassment and gender injustice. 
Through questions and story telling students learnt about 
topics such as: 

• What is sexual harassment? 
• What is sexist language? 
• What are sexist stereotypes, attitudes and behaviours? 
• Where do these stereotypes, attitudes and behaviours 

come from, where can they lead and what are their 
effects?

• What is consent? 
• How can you respond to and/or report these behav-

iours? 
• How do we create lasting change? 

It was a vital reflection for students on how our words and 
actions affect those around us and ties in perfectly with 
what they will be learning in their ‘Lessons for Life’ lessons 
after Easter.

GBHS celebrated LGBT+ History Month in February. This was 
the first project for the newly formed Equality and Diversity 
Working Group to get started on. An initial meeting was 
held for students and staff to share their views on how to 
celebrate during February and how to raise the profile of all 
things LGBT+ across the school. 
The meeting was extremely well attended and lots of great 
ideas were generated. During February all students were 
invited to get involved in a range of House Competitions, a 
Rainbow Flag competition run by the DT department, tutor 
time activities, assemblies, group meetings and so much 
more! Beyond February, we hope to continue to meet as 
a group to work on future LGBT+ projects and initiatives 
across the school.
A big thank you to all the entrants to the competition and 
congratulations go to our winning Tutor group 10A1, with 
Emily & Hannah 8A2 in 2nd place and Skye 7H1 in 3rd place.

To support our Student Voice initiative, we have held regular 
Student Leadership Conferences this term, with 
representatives from across all year groups, with both 
House and School Council members attending.
The conferences provide an ideal opportunity to share ideas 
and have productive discussions around improvements that 
could be put into place to improve our school community. 
For example these have included elements of road safety for 
outside our school gates and potential ideas for the 
reintroduction of trips and visits. As a direct result of these 
conferences we have installed a new bike shelter by the 
back gate for students that come into school that way and 
purchased new barriers for the diner queue, as the School 
Council felt that the ribbon style barriers before didn’t work 
well.
Suggestions are taken to the Senior Leadership Team by the 
Year 11 Prefects and Sixth Form Ambassadors for evaluation 
and implementation. It is great to see so many of our 
students getting involved in improving the school for the 
rest of the student body.
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British Science Week is a ten-day celebration of science, 
technology, engineering and maths that takes place 
between 11-20 March 2022!

Specialising in Science at Great Baddow High School means 
we put in place a range of exciting activities to encourage 
students to get involved. 

Running throughout the week there was a House Poster 
Competition on the national theme of ‘Growth’. The subject 
could be anything related to the topic and the top 5 entries 
will be forwarded into the national competition.

There were daily activity sheets emailed out to students and 
parents to complete at home and we invited Year 7 & 8 
students to attend a number of after school activities, 
including:

alcHemy WorksHoP

Chemistry experiments and demonstrations to transform 
copper into gold, turn a glass flask into a shiny mirror and 
to hold fire in the palm of their hand.

cHocolate rocks 
Exploring how sedimentary, metamorphic and igneous 
rocks are formed using chocolate.

dissection WorksHoP

To learn about anatomy, physiology and the inner workings 
of the animal kingdom.

eartHquakes 
To understand earthquakes by using different cakes as 
bases, and constructing towers using sweets.

In addition the library invited the author Rob Lloyd Jones 
into school to talk to visiting Primary School pupils and 
selected Year 7 groups. Read more from the Library later.
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BRITISH FILM INSTITUTE TRIP

The Year 12 and 13 German A Level students went with Mrs 
Fox and Mrs Leinemann to London to be part of an intensive 
study day at the British Film Institute. 

The morning was a seminar conducted in German to 
analyse how the former East Germany was portrayed in 
German film. This study directly relates to the essays they 
write in their German A level. 

Our students found the cinematic vocabulary in German 
extremely useful, they also took the microphone and 
contributed their ideas in German to the whole auditorium. 
In the afternoon they had the opportunity to watch their 
study film on a full IMAX screen, with comfy chairs and 
popcorn of course.

We have had several talks this half term from a range of 
charities and external providers.
year 7 – Puberty talk

All of Year 7 recently had their introduction talk on male 
and female puberty as they look at this topic more closely 
in their ‘Lessons for life” lesson this half term.
year 8 & 9 – drugs and gangs

Year 8 and 9 had a talk from Paul Hannaford on the dangers 
of drugs and gang culture.
year 9 – alcoHol WorksHoP

Year 9 had an important talk on the dangers of alcohol.
year 11 - cPr
Year 11 students, as part of this months ‘Healthy Body and 
Mind’ theme, have been learning valuable live saving skills 
as they practice their CPR skills on our school practice 
dummies.

year 8 – ‘take your cHild to Work day’
Back in the autumn term many Year 8 students gained 
valuable insight into the world of work and a real life 
workplace as they joined a family member for the day at 
their place of work. We would like to encourage any Year 8 
students that were not able participate in this day to try and 
arrange a days vist this coming Easter holiday. A letter with 
full details has been sent to all Year 8 parents.

careers Fair 2022
The 2022 Careers Fair saw a hugely successful return to a 
live event with over three hundred students and their 
parents attending and exploring over thirty different 
exhibitors.

careers Week

During Careers Week every year group received a careers 
themed assembly focusing on a different aspect of their 
careers and future education from inspiration on
picking GCSE options to looking at why we’re learning 
different subjects in school and how to really sell
yourself on your CV.
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SPANISH FILM CLUB

SPANISH SPEAKER

HALF TERM CHALLENGES
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Year 9 Spanish students have been taking part in a film club 
on Thursday afternoons. They have watched ‘El Libro De La 
Vida’ (the book of life) and learnt more about the Mexican 
festival ‘el día de los muertos’ (The day of the dead). 

Students have also watched ‘Zipi y Zape’ an adventure film 
about two brothers based on two famous Spanish comic 
book characters created by José Escobar.  
Through watching films in Spanish, it enables the students 
access to the language outside of the classroom which 
helps to develop their language skills and deepen their 
cultural knowledge of Spain and Spanish speaking 
countries. 
The students were looking forward to the next film 
‘Encanto’, the Disney animation about an extraordinary 
family who live in the hidden mountains in Colombia.

This term, 7G1 German have 
been working on the topic 
of family and friends. More 
recently we started the 
topic of pets. The class have 
worked in groups to write a 
children’s book about “Super-
tiere” (Super pets) The class 
have thoroughly enjoyed the 
experience and have come up 
with some amazingly creative 
ideas.

On Wednesday 16th March we welcomed Spanish speaker, 
Señor Pairalo, into school to give a talk to all of Year 9 about 
the importance of speaking other languages in the world of 
business. He currently works in the construction industry 
and has lived in the UK for his job for six years.

Year 8 were set the challenge to follow a recipe in Spanish 
to make a tortilla española. Here are some of the entries.

7B2 and 8G1 created Spanish Grammar Bugs.

7B4 – designed a Pasatiempos Competition Poster.

Word oF tHe Week

Every week, students are given a word of the week in French, 
Spanish and German. This is displayed on the digital screens 
around the school and on our twitter feed https://twitter.
com/GtBaddowHighSch. This week the word of the week has 
been ‘Easter’.

https://twitter.com/GtBaddowHighSch
https://twitter.com/GtBaddowHighSch
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WOMAN IN BLACK
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YEAR 10 PERFORMANCE

YEAR 12 PERFORMANCE

This half term, we took our GCSE Year 10 Drama students 
(and six Year 11 students) to see the terrifying Woman in 
Black, at the West End. 

This was their first experience of a theatre trip with the 
drama department since starting the course and it was 
great to see their enthusiasm and excitement for the trip as 
we took our seats. 
The production has been at the theatre since 1989 and 
remains one the most haunting performances to date. 
With a cast of only three actors and minimal set, it is the 
perfect opportunity for our drama students to see how 
tension can be created without a large cast and a big 
budget. 

Our six Year 11 students are performing extracts from this 
play for their drama exam at the end of this month; seeing 
the professional actors perform their chosen scenes will 
help them refine their own acting and make improvements 
in time for the assessment. As always, our students were 
impeccably behaved. 
mrs moon

Head oF drama

“It’s an experience you do not want to miss 
and It lives up to all the expectations!” 

(T. Reason) 

“The suspense was wonderful, such 
a great time!” (F. Gallo) 

“It’s great to see it live so I can make 
improvements to my own performance.” 

(J. andeRson)

On 2nd March, our Year 10 GCSE Drama students performed 
to a live audience and showcased their Twisted Stories 
dramas.
Students have been adapting a well-known story in a purely 
physical theatre style over the last couple of months. 
We had an audience of over fifty in the drama studio, many 
of whom had been to see the students perform back in 
November. It was a fantastic evening, with many parents 
commenting on the students’ confidence and progression 
since their last public performance. Performing in front of 
a large audience takes a lot of confidence, self-belief and 
skill. It has been a joy to see these students develop this 
year and support one another.

On March 17th, our fabulous Year 12 Performing Arts class 
presented their exam pieces to an audience. We had two 
groups, both very different in style and form. Our first 
group chose to perform an almost silent piece, using 
choreographed movement and mime to tell the story of 
life beyond Earth, a truly beautiful spectacle. Our second 
group used ‘perfection’ as their theme, choosing to adopt 
an Artaudian style of theatre. The group used visual poetry 
and episodic scenes to depict a nightmarish world where 
nothing less than perfection is accepted. The immersive 
performance left some audience members up on stage 
participating! It was lovely to see some of our Year 10 and 11 
students in the audience as this gives them an insight into 
the course and allows them chance to speak with the Sixth 
Form actors at the end. Another great evening with our 
remarkably talented students. mrs moon, Head oF drama
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DEAR EVAN HANSEN

THE PLAY THAT GOES WRONG
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On Tuesday 1st February, we took our very talented 
performing arts students to see the six time Tony Award 
winning show, ‘Dear Evan Hansen’. 
As part of their acting course, students are required to see 
as much live professional performance work as 
possible. Dear Evan Hansen is especially meaningful to 
these students as they have been working hard rehearsing 
and performing the hit song ‘You will be found’ in class and 
for the GBHS Christmas cathedral concert. 
All students were a credit to the school and thoroughly 
enjoyed the opportunity to be back in the theatre. The show 
was inspiring, with a touching narrative and talented cast; 
there was not a dry eye in the house!

On 27th January, we finally made it back to the theatre after 
nearly two years! Our GCSE Drama cohort went to see 
Mischief Theatre’s ‘The Play That Goes Wrong’ at the 
Duchess Theatre in London. 

For some of our students, this was their first experience of 
live theatre. These trips have an invaluable impact on our 
students; to feel the buzz of a live performance and see 
professional actors on stage is the best way to inspire them. 
It was a privilege to spend this time with our students, who 
have faced such challenges over the last couple of years. 
It was a fantastic evening; we had several members of the 
public comment on how well behaved the students were, 
with one elderly couple asking which Private School we were 
from! 
The students were a credit to the school and to our 
department. We look forward to our upcoming trips.

On the evening of Wednesday 23rd February we were lucky 
enough to take our very talented drama club students to 
see the Lion King in London’s West End. 
This was a wonderful opportunity for students to watch 
live theatre and soak in the infectious atmosphere of the 
famous Lyceum Theatre. 

Our drama club students have been dedicated to the arts 
during the past 2 years, despite the challenges that Covid 
has brought us, attending every week despite the fact that 
they could not perform for an audience. These students 
have built their confidence and collaboration skills during 
this time, working on scripted and devising tasks, while 
enhancing their amazing improvisation abilities. 

During the trip students presented themselves superbly, 
representing the school brilliantly and gaining a priceless 
experience of professional acting and production elements. 
The students were in awe of the outstanding costumes and 
the actors’ ability to present themselves as animals, using 
their physical skills. We were lucky enough to have a close 
up view of the amazing costumes and characters, as the 
actors came off stage and walked past us in the aisle sever-
al times. 
Well done, and thank you to all those involved for helping 
to create an invaluable memory to last a life time.
miss P lyons

teacHer oF drama



CREATIVE ARTS - MUSIC

GREAT BADDOW HIGH SCHOOL
WW.GBHS.CO.UK

INTER-PRIMARY MUSIC COMPETITION

FRESH MUSIC FRIDAY

The Inter-Primary Music Competition delighted us with a 
wide variety of music being performed from Bach to Pink!, 
the Beatles to Green Day, a collection of classical piano 
excerpts and hymnal pieces.

It was very difficult to judge the performances due to the 
variety of instruments and genres and it was very clear 
how much hard work students had put in to preparing 
their pieces. The level of talent was extremely high and we 
did express our delight in everyones performances through 
written feedback for every student. 
However, the competition results were as follows:

1st Place: William b (year 5, meadgate)
2nd Place: Harry b (year 6, st andreWs)
3rd Place: ella m (year 6, st micHaels)

Williams performance stood out for its accuracy and 
complexity but most importantly for Williams own 
engagement with the music. William worked the grand 
piano exceptionally hard to express the characteristics of 
the piece and perform more than just the notes on the 
page. It was a very mature performance for such a young 
man full of style and passion from the performer.

“Thank you to everyone that took part and we look 
forward to welcoming even more participants in 
Spring 2023 for next year’s event.” 
MR BENTLEY (HEAD OF MUSIC AND HEAD 
JUDGE)

Every Friday the music department shares their latest 
suggestion for new music for students to listen to over the 
weekend. This week the #FreshMusicFriday suggestion is 
Waterfall by Raye ft Disclosure.
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AN EVENING OF PIANO
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On Wednesday 2nd February we hosted our first-ever 
‘Evening of Piano’.

The aim of the evening was to shine the spotlight on our 
student pianists and give them an opportunity to showcase 
their work and use the Grand Piano in Primmer Assembly 
Hall.

Students from Year 7 to Year 11 joined us and we were 
treated to a real mixture of musical genres. Some students 
contributed their own compositions and arrangements, 
whilst others showed their graded pieces they are working 
on in their piano lessons.

We hope that every student that performed felt inspired by 
what they saw from another student, whether it be 
motivation to aspire to the Grade level above them or the 
contrasting styles of music that a piano is capable of.

Thank you to all the parents and Great Baddow staff that 
were in attendance to enjoy this informal session.

Mr Farmer was very impressed with the “talent displayed 
and the bravery of our students to come up and take their 
moment in the spotlight” and for this reason we awarded 
a Headteachers Commendation to all the students that 
participated.

We are delighted to announce that we will once again be 
able to welcome parents, students, staff and our GBHS 
community back into school to watch our amazing students 
perform in our whole school production ‘We Will Rock You’ 
this summer.
Performance dates are provisionally booked for:

tuesday 28tH June 2022, and

Wednesday 29tH June 2022.

Tickets will be made available in May, with first priority 
to cast members. We will make parents aware of which 
evening will be Team Black and Team Gold. 
Rehearsals take place every Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday from 3.15 to 4.30. Students should be checking the 
rota’s in Music and Drama to check which nights they are 
required as it is not every night.

VieW cast announcment Here

https://youtu.be/Tf3bD8O70_c
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GCSE DRAMA STUDENTS
Congratulations to our GCSE Year 11 Drama students, who 
had their practical exam on March 30th. Students have been 
working tirelessly on a performance from a published play, 
interpreting the characters, learning lines, organising their 
set, lighting, props and costumes. 
The students performed to their parents on the evening of 
the 29th to help them feel prepared and to give family and 
friends an insight into their work. It is a very nerve-racking 
experience but we are pleased to report that all of our 
students were fantastic and rose to the challenge. Our Year 
11s were unable to perform to the public last year, so this 
was an extra special occasion. We are very proud of the 
students and their efforts. It has been a non-stop term for 
Miss Lyons and I! 

On Wednesday 30th March we hosted our second 
informal music evening aimed at giving students a platform 
to perform to their peers, parents and staff. Forty-three 
students took to the microphone as soloists or duets and 
performed an eclectic mix of songs. We had rock, pop, folk, 
musical theatre, opera, music from film, cabaret and jazz 
amongst the genres of vocal music delivered. Every year 
group of our Great Baddow High School community was 
represented from Year 7 to Year 13. 
Our students showed the very best of themselves both 
musically and personally ensuring every performance was 
celebrated and that all students felt supported and 
encouraged. There were performances that showcased 
students working well-beyond their age with magnificent 
talent and there were plenty of students that blossomed in 

Our drama students across all year groups continue to show 
such enjoyment, enthusiasm and commitment to 
performing. Providing these opportunities for the students 
is so vital in keeping their passion for drama alive. As we 
enter the summer term, we look forward to further trips, 
performance evenings and our creative arts’ school show. 
mrs moon

Head oF drama

their first public performance (no easy task with an 
audience of one hundred and fifty watching). 
We, as a Music Department, would like to express our pride 
and congratulations for every student that performed.

We will be hosting more of these events on an annual basis. 
Students, parents and staff are all welcome to join us at 
these events free-of-charge. We set the hall up in cabaret 
style so you can enjoy food and drink during the 
performances and use the evening as an opportunity to 
relax and hear live music. 
Thank you to everyone that has joined us at the Evening of 
Piano and Evening of Voice this past Term.
mr n bentley

Joint Head oF music

EVENING OF VOICE
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PANATHLON EVENT AT THE LONDON AQUATIC CENTRE

We set off on the school mini bus (driven by Mrs Murphy) to 
compete against other deaf schools at the London Aquatic 
centre, Olympic Park, Stratford.
Some students had attended this event before, but for 
some this was their first time. They were mesmerised by 
the building itself and surrounding area as we arrived. Then 
they were taken to the pool itself with a Year 7 commenting 
‘holy moly!’ as we entered! 
The other deaf teams came from Mary Hare, Heathlands, 
Knightsfield, Oaklodge and Eastbury, Not only was this an 
opportunity to have some friendly competition, it gave our 
students to experience the Olympic park and be with other 
members of the deaf community and use their British Sign 
Language skills. 
The Great Baddow High School team’s effort was brilliant, 
as they competed in races such as the slam dunk, raft race, 
treasure hunt, relay and 25m strokes against the other 
schools. Competition was tough and we finished in sixth 
place out of eight teams. However they did all receive 
rubber ducks as a prize for our treasure hunt efforts! 
Students have already been talking about attending the 
event again next year! It was great to see our deaf students 
encouraging each other and socialising with their deaf peers 
from different year groups which they normally only have 
chance to do during break/lunch times.
mrs a sudnik

resource base For deaF students

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY

On 8th March, Great Baddow High School celebrated International Women’s Day. To support our students to become 
rounded, open minded and informed citizens we encouraged discussion around why we celebrate this day, why we still 
need to, and what students can do themselves to further equal rights. To raise awareness, prominent displays were 
circulating on the plasma screens, in the library and in various departments around school, in celebration of inspirational 
and ground breaking women.

Many of our departments planned activities and were sharing information about inspirational women in history.
Year 12 psychology students celebrated International Women’s Day by researching their most inspirational female 
psychologists or female public figures that have made strong contributions to the world of psychology. 

In history, Year 12 learnt about the Women’s Liberation movement, the history of the pill and laws regarding women’s 
rights. They also made a display detailing laws and important women in politics. Some students also attended the 
Women’s Festival in High Chelmer, as they looked at how they could  support this campaign in their local community .

Year 9 were looking at women’s role in WW2,  focusing on jobs taken on which were considered men’s roles.  Presentations 
were shared in our drama and creative arts departments to celebrate some of the most inspirational women in theatre, film 
and TV, music and dance.
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Sixth form art students enjoyed a visit to Tate Britain to work from live artwork as a part of their practical personal 
investigations.

TATE BRITAIN TRIP

REPORT FROM HEAD OF SIXTH FORM
The return to trips and visits has been a well-received return to normality both for students and for staff. 
We have also celebrated red nose day with students dressing up in fancy dress or in red and donating. Alex H (Yr 13 ) also 
coordinated a donation of items for Ukraine and this was delivered to a shop in Moulsham Street who was making a 
delivery to Ukraine to help support the refugees. 

During our enrichment programme we also try to encourage students to get involved with the rest of the school, take up 
new clubs or learn new skills. This term we have been pleased to have a beautician in to provide tips, origami has taken 
place and also the driving school, where students get to experience negotiating a set out course on the playground. They 
also use their enrichment time to support departments. A special mention must go to Nathan and Henry (Yr 12) who have 
used their time to work on making the displays in the DT rooms really up to date using the 3D printers and cutters. 
The performing arts group have not disappointed with their recent drama productions based on improvisation. 
This talented cohort have also supported their learning by going to see a number of productions in London including the 
new, Dear Evan Hansen. 

Sport has also featured in the Sixth Form and we have been delighted to see so many netball and football fixtures. In 
netball, students reached the semi final of the Essex Cup, eventually losing to Barking Abbey who have a number of 
Superleague and players on the Talent England pathway.  Boys football has also matched this, achieving a place in the 
semi final of the Essex Cup. They were knocked out by Shenfield but are still in the Mid Essex Cup and again through to the 
semi-finals. Students from Btec sport have helped at the Panathlon, a swimming competition for students with disabilities 
and A Level PE students have been to Writtle University to undertake testing to enhance their understanding. 
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ARU CRIMINOLOGY TALK REVISION MASTER CLASS

WALKING TALKING MOCK

BRITISH SCIENCE WEEK

INTERNATIONAL WOMENS’ DAY

At the beginning of February Year 13 psychology students 
took part in a series of live virtual talks hosted by staff and 
lecturers at Anglia Ruskin University. 
The lectures were arranged as part of Crime Week and we 
were lucky enough to be able to join two of the talks that 
were conducted during the week.
Our first group of psychology students attended the talk 
‘Prison Works?’ which was a look at the problems with the 
British prison system and what other countries are doing 
differently to improve rehabilitation outcomes and 
re-offending rates. Students learned about cutting edge 
architectural prison design that was developed in Norway 
and how psychology was used in the designing of these 
buildings to keep prisoners and staff safe, and help 
prisoners keep a connection with the outside world.
The second group of Year 13’s attended a talk looking at the 
morality of offenders and considered the difference 
between crime and deviance. The session considered the 
route into offending that many offenders took and asked 
the question ‘what can we do as a society to act before 
people fall into a life of crime?’
The ARU sessions always fall at a great time for us on the 
course as we begin our Forensic Psychology unit in the 
spring term and students are able to make strong 
connections to what they are learning, find out more about 
an area of psychology that they are interested in and gain 
some experience of what a university lecture entails.

On Wednesday 9th March students were lucky enough to 
take part in an A Level Psychology Revision Master Class 
held virtually for the day by renowned A Level textbook 
author Cara Flanagan. 
Cara has many years of examining experience and writing 
the A Level textbooks and revision guides that our students 
use. Cara also hosts a number of student conferences, such 
as the Science and Psychology student conference Year 12 
students attended in London in December. This session was 
funded for all Year 13 A Level Psychology students thanks 
to the department being nominated to receive money from 
the Jack Petchy fund from a previous Year 13 student. The 
masterclass provided an intensive session on good exam 
technique and highlighted areas of the specification for 
students to focus their attention on to raise their grades. 
Cara spoke to students about ‘recall learning taking priority 
over recognition learning’ and that students needed to be 
prepared to challenge themselves to take risks over the 
next few weeks to really test where their weaknesses are. 
We are looking to implement all of Cara’s useful advice into 
our exam preparations over the next month.

It was a busy week for Year 13 Psychology students when 
they took part in a Walking Talking Mock. 
Students were set up in the gym under normal exam 
conditions, with one major difference, they had their 
teacher at the front modelling how to break down each 
exam question. With the use of a trusty visualiser, students 
were walked and talked through their paper and then timed 
to write their responses. The aim was to help students with 
their exam preparations, focussing on their timing and 
interpretation of questions. We hope to see them putting 
what they learned into practice over the coming weeks.

Week beginning 14th March, Year 12 psychology students 
have taken part in a virtual webchat as part of British 
Science Week to interview real scientists working in the 
field of psychology. During the 40 minute webchat 
students were able to view the profile of each 
psychologist and ask them questions about how they got 
into their field and what their current research is on. As part 
of our sessions we were lucky to have psychologists repre-
senting the fields of Forensic psychology and 
criminology, neuroscience, the psychology of gambling, 
the psychology of memory processes (investigated using 
worms!) and clinical psychologists. Students were able 
to vote for their favourite psychologist at the end of the 
session to put them in the running to win a cash prize to go 
towards their research. These were fun and engaging 
sessions that enabled students to widen their 
understanding of the field of psychology and examine the 
different routes into this career. We also discovered that a 
lot of psychologists seem to have cats……?

Tuesday 8th March marked International Womens’ Day and 
Year 12 Psychology students did not let this important day 
pass without recognition. After a brief talk on the 
importance of International Women’s Day and the reasons 
why it was still relevant today, students were set the 
challenge to find the female psychologist or icon that 
summed up International Women’s Day for them. Students 
worked on a presentation to find out about the life of their 
subject, what their contribution to psychology has been 
and why they chose this person.
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On 23rd February the Netball Academy squad qualified for the semi-finals of the U19 Essex  Netball Cup with a fantastic 
performance against Roding Valley School in Loughton. The girls executed some dynamic and consistent play which meant 
that this was a comfortable win in the end. Excellent shooting from both Arrabella DG and Elise M combined with the 
strong defence of Hollie K, Millie K and Imogen S gave the centre court lots of opportunity to bring the ball through the 
court and feed the circle accurately. Excellent drives from Anais R got the ball into the safe hands of Issy G (POM) and Amy R 
who fed incredibly well to the shooters. We now look forward to the semi-final against Barking Abbey.

The Year 12 squad continues to grow in confidence and the girls had their first fixture against Brentwood. Even though we 
lost the game 22 - 30 the girls never gave up throughout the match. It was Teni’s first ever netball match and the first time 
Chloe H, Piper K and Poppy P have represented the school. 

Everyone thoroughly enjoyed the game and should be proud of their performance.

mrs sWeeting

Head coacH 

Photo of Great Baddow High School and St John Payne U19 netball – The girls have played against each other since Year 7.
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It was very hard to select the winning door in the Decorate 
Your Door competition for World Book Day this year. There 
were some excellent creations and it was obvious a lot of 
thought and work had gone into preparing them.  These are 
the results:
Winning entry:
1st – 8H2, Frankenstein.  On brief, a book related to their 
house, Hawking.  Creative and imaginative!  Looked great.
runners-uP:
9E2 - with You are a Champion by Marcus Rashford.  A great 
role model.
9E3 - with The Fire-Bird by Jess Ennis-Hill. Looks good with 
3D model and excellent choice of book
10A1 - with Somebody swallowed Stanley. Colourful and 
imaginative.
10A2 - with Grow your own vegetables and fruit bible. An 
unusual choice of book but on brief and linked to 
Attenborough House.
sPecial commendations:
11A2 - Where the Wild Things Are. Their individual messages 
are great.  Also, they have created a door every year since 
Year 7 and these are on display in their classroom.
8E2 - Ghost by Jason Reynolds. This tutor group all read the 
book Ghost together and then created their door.
HigHly commended:
7E3 - with their Our Sporting Heroes
7E2 -  with Unbelievable, Jess Ennis-Hill’s biography.
All Year 7 and 8 tutor groups took part and there were doors 
from Years 9, 10 and 11 groups, particularly impressive for 
Year 11s as they were in the middle of exams.

In addition to our annual competition to decorate tutor 
room doors, students took part in World Book Day events all 
week. 
tHe Winners are: 
World Book Day Bunting – Grace D. 7H2  and Vera U. 8A3
Emoji Book Quiz – Rosie, Olive and Grace Yr11 and Vera O 8A3
Wednesday Quizzes – Grace W. 8E2, Zoha A. 7A2 and 
Charlotte P. 7A2
World Book Day Bingo – Stirling D. 7E2

The Kellogg’s Breakfast Club Awards aims to highlight the 
role of breakfast clubs which are run in schools across the 
UK.  Our Leaders Readers and Mathematicians Breakfast 
Club is one of three shortlisted for our region.  We were very 
excited to have been selected and that the students who 
attend the club have been recognised for their 
commitment.
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READING ACHIEVEMENTS AUTHOR VISIT FOR BSW

We would like to nominate Archie S and Olive O for reading 
achievements as they have been our top readers this term.  
Archie for being an avid reader who has recently joined our 
Book Discussion Group and can always be found reading 
somewhere in the library and Olive who has recently 
discovered a love of reading after devouring the Harry 
Potter series of books.

On Thursday 17th March we were very fortunate to have a 
visit from the award winning author Rob Lloyd Jones as part 
of our Science Week celebrations.  Rob’s books have won 
awards, including the Royal Society Young People’s Book 
Prize, and his debut novel WILD BOY was named one of 
the five best of the year in the prestigious Branford Boase 
Award.

Before becoming an author, Rob was an historian, and in 
fact an Egyptologist, and so most of his books are set in 
the past.  Rob’s latest series is in fact about a boy called 
Jake whose parents are Egyptologists and Jake’s sister has a 
photographic memory (just like Rob’s real life sister). 
Rob met with two of our Year 7 classes and three of our 
local primary schools, Barnes Farm, Larkrise and Beehive.  
Rob chatted to them about some of the information he had 
learnt while writing his space books and how he always uses 
real life events to write his stories as it helps to relate to the 
characters in his books.

Rob spoke about his childhood and how he had trouble 
reading when he was younger and so, instead of reading, 
he watched a lot of films and tv shows.  His favourite films 
were the American Ninja series which made him want to 
become a Ninja.  His parents said that if he read one book 
all the way through then he could have martial arts lessons 
and so he agreed.  They picked a book based on his 
favourite TV show (Robin of Sherwood) and he became 
hooked!

Comments from 7G/Eng1 who had a creative writing workshop with Rob Lloyd-Jones
“I enjoyed the workshop because I liked how he interacted with us and how the Jake Atlas stories were based on him. 
I also liked how he had all these cool stories as well.”  dylan

“We thought that the author talk with Rob Lloyd Jones was quite inspirational with his stories and how he related 
them to his books. Also seeing how he structures and writes his books inspired us to be more creative with writing 
a story.” Millie

“We thought that the author coming in was a great experience as we now know how to structure a story. The 
author had a great personality and was very truthful, this made it easier to understand his lifestyle and his 
workings.“  isla ,eMily & Rosie

“Rob Lloyd-Jones came into our school and spoke to local year 5’s from primary schools and some year 7 groups. 
He gave an insight on what life is like to be an author. It was interesting to learn his careers path, and how he 
found himself as an author. The author, who has written lots of best sellers, mentioned the way that he once 
wanted to be an explorer in Egypt: its surprising how people’s careers are shaped.”  saM, yeaR 7 who helped wiTh 
The pRiMaRy school visiToRs
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In February Great Baddow High School took part in the 
Festival of Literature, with selected students invited to the 
library to listen to streamed live author talks as part of the 
Bishop Stortford College Festival of Literature.

On Friday 4th February Sixth Formers were able to listen to 
Lisa Jewell talk about her latest book ‘The Night She 
Disappeared’ and her future sequel to ‘The Family Upstairs’.
Lisa Jewell is a global best-selling writer having sold over 
5 million copies worldwide.  The Sixth Formers have been 
reading her books leading up to the event and seemed to 
really enjoy them.

“The event allowed us to see into the mind of an author 
and how they really build stories compared to how we 
assume they do. Some value settings more than charac-
ters and are as surprised as we are when certain events 
unfold, which was very entertaining.”  elissa

On Monday 7th February students listened to British-
Nigerian Historian David Olusoga, talk about his book
‘Black and British’. 

“The main events in history are important but some-
times the ones that don’t get spoken about as much are 
needed to fully learn about the past.  There’s plenty of 
history and we have the time to learn it.”
leyla p.

On Tuesday 8th February the author Robert Muchamore 
talked about his path to becoming a writer and his Cherub 
series of books and his new Robin Hood series. 

On Thursday 9th February we were lucky to listen to two 
authors, the first was a talk from award winning author 
A.M. Dassu who spoke about her book ‘Boy, Everywhere’ 
and discussed refugees who inspired her to write her novel 
and explore issues they face when fleeing their homeland.  
Students then wrote a short letter to a friend as if they were 
escaping a war-torn country, here are some examples of 
their work:

dear cHarlie

i HaVe to leaVe tHe country. my Parents can’t endure tHe bombing, 
sHooting and crying anymore so tHey Want to leaVe For France. i am 
really sorry tHat tHis is tHe only Way to say goodbye but i HoPe tHat 
i can come Home soon, aFter tHe War.  Please remember me and try to 
stay saFe and stay kind. Please. you are like a brotHer to me. goodbye.    
Julien

STORY TELLING WEEK

STUDENT LIBRARIANS
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The theme for this year’s National Story Telling Week was 
‘Your Story – My Story’ and so we thought it would be a 
great time to remind students how amazing books written 
as diaries can be.  We had displays around school to 
promote both non fiction and fictional diary books such as 
The Diary of Anne Frank, Big Bones, The Memory Book and 
The Carbon Diaries.
National Story Telling Week was a great time to speak to 
children about the books they are reading and maybe spend 
some time reading a book to them, they are never too old 
for this!  During break time  we had stories being read on 
the screen in the library, as well as holding our weekly Book 
Buddies session on the Wednesday, where the students sat 
and listened to a story while they ate their lunch.  There 
were also links to BBC Sounds and other audio books on 
Accessit – the school library system – via the Portal.

We would like to welcome our new student librarians, Emily, 
Izzy, Esme, Zoha, Grace and Archie who have settled into 
their roles wonderfully and are becoming great assets to 
the team.  We would be lost without our amazing team 
of student librarians who help on a daily basis to keep the 
library running.

to my best Friend

i am so sorry tHat i leFt WitHout being able to say goodbye, but i Just 
Had to.  being a reFugee is scary but i Will make it and be saFe.  i HaVe 
to.  it isn’t going to be tHe same WitHout you at all but i knoW tHat We 
Will see eacH otHer again soon. 

tHe ride to tHis otHer country Was diFFicult and We barely HaVe 
anytHing For ourselVes – Just tHings tHat We managed to take From 
Home.  i can’t belieVe tHat eVerytHing Has cHanged so Fast and i, oF 
course, miss you already.  it’s okay traVelling but my Family are look-
ing aFter me and keePing me saFe – i HoPe tHat you’re okay. 

i WisH tHat you Were Here WitH me and HoPeFully Will be togetHer soon.  
Please keeP in contact WitH me, i don’t tHink it Would be tHe same 
WitHout you being able to communicate WitH me. i loVe you and miss 
you so, so mucH.     isabella

The second author was Emily Haworth-Booth an award
winning author and illustrator.  Emily provided the students 
with a hands on workshop explaining how to prepare writing 
a graphic novel or comic. 
Students were tasked with creating the start of a graphic 
novel story. Students created a storyboard about people 
coming together to change the world.
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The PE Department has had a wonderful half term as our 
students have continued to thrive in the curriculum and 
throughout the extra-curricular programme. 

It has been lovely to see students in all year groups 
exploring a range of practical activities in lessons 
whereby they have learnt new skills and games 
understanding. We have even seen the sunshine towards 
the end of term, which has initiated the excitement for the 
summer term activities. Handball is becoming 
increasingly popular, and our students have used their 
transferable skills and fully embraced the sport. Some 
classes have also undertaken a unit of work in sport 
education which has taught them about the different roles 
in sport and their importance, including officiating and 
media. It has also been great seeing students enjoy 
orienteering and exploring the outside field space in a 
different way. Our students continue to have a broad and 
balanced curriculum and will enjoy a range of activities in 
the summer term. 

Our examination classes are working hard and gaining 
ground on their final assessments. They continue to have 
a range of experiences to enhance their learning. The Level 
2 BTEC students have enjoyed working with a local primary 
school and our Year 7 students to lead planned sessions as 
part of their coursework, they have all thoroughly enjoyed 
these sessions and have thrived as young leaders. Our GCSE 
classes are continuing to explore the theoretical content 
applying a range of sporting examples to their learning. At 
KS5 the A Level PE students have enjoyed a trip to Writtle 
University to their Sports Science lab to undergo fitness 
testing whilst our Level 3 BTEC students have led at the 
Panathlon Games at the London Aquatic Centre and have 
been highly complemented on their exceptional leadership. 
We continue to explore out of the classroom learning to 
ensure our students are well-rounded learners. 

Our extra-curricular programme is coming to the end of the 
winter sports and after Easter you will find that our 
timetable changes to accommodate the summer 
activities. We have had a huge amount of success across all 
year groups in the school already, which have included us 
becoming CESSSA, MESSSA and Essex Champions and also 
National Finalist in a range of sports. We are very proud of 
all of our students that have been involved with clubs and 
fixtures throughout the year so far. We are yet to conclude 
all sports and therefore in the new term we will be able to 
provide you with an overall summary of all winter sports. 
This half term we took our U16 mixed gymnastics team to 
Stoke to compete in the National Milano Finals. Our young 
team performed incredibly in floor, vault and as a floor trio. 
We look forward to the National Floor and Vault Finals in 
May with our teams who have qualified. 

We are very proud of our students PE kit and the way they 
present themselves for all lessons. Please can we remind 
you to ensure that all PE kit is clearly named (even trainers/
boots) to ensure that if it is misplaced we can reunite it with 
its owner. In the summer term students will require white 
sports socks for their lessons alongside their normal PE kit. 
The PE department would like to thank you all for your 
continued support and wish you a Happy Easter. 
mrs daVis

Head oF Pe Faculty

easter cHallenge:
oVer tHe easter Holidays We Would like students to 
cHallenge tHemselVes in comPleting 10 minutes oF 
continuous actiVity 3-4 times a Week. tHis could be a 
brisk Walk, Jogging, bike ride, or a sWim. it Would be 
Fantastic to keeP a log oF your actiVities and bring it in 
to scHool to sHoW mrs daVis WHo Will aWard credits in 
return. 
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ELITE SPORTS PROGRAMME
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CESSSA NETBALL SUCCESS

Congratulations to our Great Baddow High School 
netball teams on winning all the following age groups in 
the schools CESSSA Netball Tournaments 2022:
• Year 7
• Year 8
• Year 9
• Under 16
The matches were held at Chelmsford County High School 
and all  local schools in Chelmsford are invited to take part 
and it is a great achievement to have won across the board.

Well done on such a fantastic performance.

Our Elite Sport Students have continued to train and 
compete in their sports. Many have been able to finally 
resume competitions after these were put on pause for such 
a long time. The PE Department cannot wait to hear about 
our Elite Students’ upcoming competitions and successes.

We are extremely proud of these students and love to 
celebrate their achievements. Please keep us updated on 
your child’s success in any sport and if you believe they 
should be part of this programme, we urge you to contact 
the PE department to find out more.

The PE department have had an extremely busy and 
exciting term jam packed full of clubs, trips and fixtures. 
Students have been working hard to improve their skills 
within these sports and have shown excellent progress.

In lessons, students in Year 7 and 8 have experienced some 
new sports such as sport education, football, health 
related fitness, swimming and many more. Our Year 9 
students have studied some new sports such as volleyball, 
life-saving and trampolining which they would not have 
covered in Year 7 and 8. Our Year 10 GCSE students are now 
well underway with the course and have enjoyed 
learning about the muscles and bones in the body and 
linking this to sporting actions. Our Year 11 BTEC Sport 
students have enjoyed leading sporting activities for local 
primary schools.

The extracurricular timetable has been jam packed full of 
basketball, football, swimming, rugby, cross country, 
netball, trampolining, badminton, water confidence, 
dance, athletics and gymnastics. Students have been 
committed to these clubs even on the cold mornings and 
dark evenings, which has paid off with some fantastic 
results in fixtures and competitions. We are looking 
forward to starting the summer extracurricular timetable 
after the Easter break.

We have had lots of exciting trips and competitions so far 
this year. 
On Tuesday 18th January we took our netball teams from 
Year 7 to Sixth Form to the Copperbox to watch England, 
South Africa, New Zealand and Australia play in the Quad 
Series netball.
On Tuesday 25th January, the Year 7 and 8 athletes 
competed at Melbourne in the indoor athlatics 
competition which resulted in our Year 7 girls coming 4th 
place and our Year 8 girls taking 1st place! 
On Friday 28th January, our Year 8 girls attended a rugby 
tournament completing some fun rugby drills led by high 
level coaches and competing against local schools. The 
students loved the opportunity and are excited for the 
next girls’ rugby competition. 
On Wednesday 23rd February, our cross country students 
run the testing course at Stubbers activity centre, our 
runners competed exceptionally well and Harriet in Year 8 
even made it through to represent Essex. In the next round 
of the competition, Harriet came 7th for Essex, 22nd 
overall. The Year 8 girls Essex team came first. 
On Monday 21st March, the Under 13 Football team 
competed in the Under 14 Lyca Mobile Football 
tournament. The team come up against some challenge 
and physically strong teams but the students performed 

exceptionally resulting in them being awarded first place 
and getting through to the next round in May. 
On Tuesday 22nd March, the Year 7 girls’ basketball team 
competed in the Essex Cup basketball final narrowly 
missing out on the gold medal, finishing second in Essex. 
This is a fantastic achievement as it was their very first 
experience playing in this environment. 
On Wednesday 23rd March, our Year 7 girls’ netball team 
competed in the Essex Cup Netball final. The students 
ended up coming second in Essex to the Brentwood School, 
we are so proud of them. 
On Monday 28th March, our Year 8 girls’ basketball team 
competed in the Essex Cup basketball final. They performed 
incredibly well in a tough, competitive game, the students 
lost by 4 points resulting in them coming second in Essex, 
another fantastic achievement.
Our students continue to be a credit to us, and we are so 
proud of their commitment and determination to improve. 
They continue to develop their skills and ability to work in a 
team. Well done!
miss l Freeman

Head oF girls’ Pe
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As the clocks spring forward, we can reflect on another 
extremely busy and hugely successful half term for Boys 
PE. In lessons at Key Stage 3, all groups have started to take 
part in athletics lessons as well as Year 9 students 
accessing what GCSE and BTEC lessons will be like in Year 
10 for those that have opted for it. In lessons for all age 
groups, we have given particular attention to the 
physiological components of physical education, getting 
students to appreciate the benefits of both short- and 
long-term effects of exercise, as well as the importance of 
lifelong participation in exercise of some description. 
In total four county cup finals have been reached so far by 
Years 8-11 respectively, which is an outstanding 
achievement for all these age groups in both football and 
basketball. All winter sports at county, district and national 
level begin to come to a climax at the end of this half term, 
with only finals and semi-finals taking place on our return 
after the Easter break so, please check carefully for when 
these dates will be upon our return.
Year 7 have been superb across the board in all our sports 
that they have taken part in throughout our winter sports 
programme. The football team have won 3/3 in the district 
league this half term leading to the final match of the 
season which takes place after half term. In rugby, the boys 
have made an excellent account of themselves at District 
and County tournaments and competing in the Essex 7s 
against some tough schools. Basketball has gone from 
strength to strength with the boys making a district final, 
as well as a county semi-final. 
Year 8 made it the county basketball final for the first time 
of asking Vs FitzWimarc school on the last Tuesday of this 
half term securing the title with ease in a 
comprehensive 40-point victory. They have had another 
solid year in football, enjoying a football tour to Jersey in 
the Channel Islands and playing many fixtures in the 
district. Rugby has continued to go from strength to 
strength remaining highly competitive in the district 
competition for another year at the Mid Essex festivals. 
While in the county format of the game, the boys managed 
to compete well at the Essex 7s festival held at Westcliff 
RFC. The boys overall have provided some positive 
outcomes for moving into Year 9. 
Year 9 have been superb in all that they have done this 
term. As a year group they have successfully made at least 
a county semi-final in football, rugby, and basketball! 
Convincing rugby victories against all in the district has 
been excellent with a wide range of scorers. The main 
highlights were a 29-5 victory Vs William Edwards in the 
Essex quarter-final at the start of the March and some 
strong performances in the Essex 7s festival against some 
tough schools. Football has also seen this year group travel 
to Jersey in the Channel Islands alongside the Year 8s. The 

boys have remained unbeaten in the district and county 
competition and look very much forward to our county 
semi-final Vs King John on our return after Easter.  The 
basketball team have worked extremely hard and thorough-
ly deserved there narrow one point Essex Final victory Vs 
Westcliff High School for Boys at the end of March. District 
wise, the boys have a final Vs St John Payne to look forward 
too after Easter. 
Year 10 and 11 sport has continued to be represented well, 
with Year 10 recently being crowned Essex basketball 
Champions which was a superb achievement from the 
boys. Year 11 missed out on making the Essex final losing to 
Westcliff High School for Boys in the semi-final. Football has 
seen positive results for both cohorts, with the Year 11s 
making a county final for the final time as a group, where 
they have still only lost one competitive county match on 
penalties in five whole years! In the mid Essex format, the 
Year 11 boys are looking to make it to a district final and go 
one better than the Year 10s, who narrowly lost to St 
Martins in the semi-finals. In rugby an excellent victory 
for the Year 10 boys Vs Ormiston has seen them represent 
themselves well in the district competition. Both cohorts 
gave an amazing account of themselves in the Essex 7s 
competition with both progressing out of the pools they 
found themselves in and into further stages of the 
competition. The Sixth Form football team have also been 
superb this year, making a county semi-final, and a district 
final after a nail biting 4-3 victory Vs Plume on the last 
Wednesday of the term. A special mention to Finley on 
scoring a hat-trick in this game. 
Gymnastics competitions have seen the boys progress at 
the regional stage and into national competition in a mixed 
team. The swimming success has also continued over the 
last few weeks with galas versus many different schools 
with some excellent times and performances from all 
involved with even more to come after the Easter break. 
Students will again change activities for PE after the Easter 
break. Can we please ask that students check the 
Programmes of Study board to ensure they know what 
activity they will be doing and that they have the correct PE 
kit. It is essential that students dress appropriately for PE. 
We have been very pleased with how students have 
continually embraced the extra-curricular programme in 
this short but extremely busy half term. We would still like 
to encourage anyone who has not tried a club in the PE 
department to come along and give one a go. Our clubs are 
fun and open to everyone to join in. We would like to take 
this opportunity to thank the students for their continued 
hard work and also parents for your support in bringing 
your children to clubs and collecting them. 
mr a russell

Head oF boys PHysical education
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FOOTBALL COACHING

On Friday 4th March, some of our Year 9 & 10 female 
footballers went to Writtle University to be coached by the 
Leyton Orient Football Club coaches.

The session was high in intensity and our students worked 
really hard. We started with some passing activities, then 
moved on to shooting and finally game play.

The students had a great time and got fully involved 
despite the mud and rain!

On Tuesday 18th January the PE department took fifty girls 
to watch the Netball Quad Series at the Copper Box. The 
girls had the opportunity to watch the best netball 
players in the world from England, Australia, New Zealand, 
and South Africa. It was an incredible experience and they 
witnessed one of the closest contested games between 
England Roses and Australian Diamonds which resulted in 
a 48 all draw at full time. It was a pleasure to be organising 
trips again and all the girls had a fabulous time.

“The netball trip was really good since it gave all the 
netballers in school the opportunity to get to know each 
other and share thoughts about the sport we love. It 
was really amazing as well in the match Australia vs 
England, how England drew in the last few seconds, I 
learnt a lot and the play was amazing it really opened 
my eyes to the netball future.” Emily D - Year 7
 
“Watching England v Australia at the Copper Box was 
exciting and inspiring, as it shows how even when 
it seems like you are going to lose a match and you 
can’t bring it back, if you carry on trying hard and 
persevere you can overcome everything. As England 
were down by 6 goals coming into the last quarter and 
managed to bring it back and draw in the last second. 
My favourite player was Helen Housby, as she was 
persistent throughout the match and had great 
movement- she also kept her cool and scored the 
drawing goal, which was very impressive.”  
Katie C - Year 11

The GBHS gymnastics squad did themselves proud in the 
regional competitions with our U14 Floor and Vault team 
and our U16 Milano teams somersaulting through to 
the National Finals. The Floor and Vault finals take place on 
Sunday 1st May at Fenton Manor in Stoke on Trent. We wish 
them the best of luck.

NETBALL QUAD SERIES

GYM SQUAD NATIONAL FINALS

JERSEY FOOTBALL TOUR
Last weekend, our Year 8 and 9 boys travelled to Jersey, 
Channel Islands on football tour. With 4 matches, 3 wins 
and 1 draw a great time was had by all and a full report will 
be shared with you at the beginning of next term.
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Please ensure you acquaint yourself with the school’s 
procedures around punctuality and attendance. 

PUNCTUALITY
A very small minority of students continue to be late for 
school.  All students should be on the school premises five 
minutes before their allocated start time.  From September all 
students are expected to be on site by 8.40 a.m. and in their 
tutor bases for 8.45.a.m, when school starts.
Registration is at 8.45 a.m. and lessons end at 3.10 p.m. for 
Years 7, 8 & 9 and 3.15 p.m. for Years 10, 11, 12 & 13.
Arriving punctually to lessons is also very important to enable 
lessons to start on time.  Students who are late for school may 
be given a 30-minute detention to be served after school, the 
following day.

SIGNING-IN
If your child is late for school or late due to attending a medical 
or other appointment, they must have a note signed by you.  
Failure to produce a note could result in your child receiving 
a late detention.  Late arrivals must always sign in at student 
administration.

SIGNING-OUT
If your child needs to sign out of school, for example to attend 
a medical or dental appointment, they must have a signed 
note from you which they must also ask their tutor to initial. 
Your child must then bring the note to the 
Student Administration office in order to sign out. Students 
are not allowed to leave the school site without permission. 
Year 7 students are required to be collected from reception 
they cannot walk out unaccompanied.

REPORTING STUDENT ABSENCES
If a student is absent from school for any reason, parents must 
inform student administration by 8.45am on the first day of 
absence.  
Telephone the school number 01245 265821 and choose option 
1. Please ensure a clear detailed message giving a specific 
reason for absence.  
Alternatively, you may log the absence, or a forthcoming 
medical/dental appointment, via Edulink.  Please log in as a 
parent and click on the Absence Reporting icon then submit 
the necessary details.  

Students will not be permitted to leave school for an 
appointment without advance communication from the parent.  
If a student is absent without notification the absence will be 
recorded as unauthorised.  
Unfortunately, we are unable to accept emails as a method of 
reporting student absence unless this is by specific arrangement. 

HOLIDAY ABSENCE
Fines continue to be levied from parents taking their children out 
of school for holidays during term time and for other 
unauthorised absence.  Please do not put the school in the 
embarrassing position of having to refuse requests for leave 
during term-time.  

ILLNESS
Please remind your son or daughter that if they feel unwell they 
should (with permission from the teacher, if in class,) report to 
the Student Administration Office and must not contact their 
parents.  It is the role of the office staff to contact parents if it is 
considered necessary to do so.
Thank you for your co-operation in these matters.

SAFEGUARDING
The school has a dedicated email address for parents and 
students to email any concerns they have in relation to harmful 
sexual behaviours or other safeguarding matters. The emails will 
be responded to within 48 hours by a member of the school’s 
Safeguarding Team. The email account does not replace the 
methods of communication and support we currently have in 
place but is designed to provide an additional avenue for raising 
concerns during school operating hours.

A dedicated email account is now available to allow young carers, or their parents, to contact the school for issues surrounding 
young carers. If you need to get in touch please contact: youngcarers@gbhs.co.uk

GREAT BADDOW HIGH SCHOOL
WW.GBHS.CO.UK

youngcarers%40gbhs.co.uk
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DIGITAL WELLBEING
Young people are growing up in a technological age that 
brings exciting online opportunities and experiences but it 
can also bring challenges. 

It is important that our young people understand how to 
use technology in a safe way and appreciate that it can have 
both a positive and negative impact on their wellbeing. 
Childnet has produced guidance on how you as a parent/
carer can support your child with their digital wellbeing. 
Take a look at the Childnet guidance by visiting: 
ChildnetDigitalWellbeing.

HOW TO REPORT HARMFUL CONTENT ONLINE

VACANCIES AT GREAT BADDOW HIGH SCHOOL

If young people are using online platforms, it is likely that at some point they will 
experience content that is up-setting or concerning. Here are our top tips for reporting 
content online.

Use the reporting tools on the app. Most harmful content breaches the community guidelines on online sites but in order 
to get it removed you need to report it. Select the correct report type. Usually your report will be looked at by a computer 
rather than a person. The computer will be trying to match the information to the type of report (for example – 

 or abusive/threatening behaviour); if they don’t match, the computer will not find anything wrong and the content will 
not be removed. Remember machines cannot pick up context in the same way humans can. The person you have reported 
won’t know it’s you. Sometimes people are concerned that if you report a person, they will know it was you. No main-
stream platform will inform someone who reported their content.

If the platform you are reporting to is not responding to your online report, you can also report to: 
https://reportharmfulcontent.online/  and the UK Safer Internet Centre can help to mediate with the platform to get 
content removed. The site also contains lots of advice about how to report to different sites and guides on different top-
ics. It is still in development but they are working hard to make it a very useful tool for parents.

mrs c kibble

esaFety coordinator 

If you are looking for an opportunity to work at our school, we regularly post vacancies for both 
teaching and support roles on the school website. CLICK HERE FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
Current vaCanCies:
•	 TEACHER OF MATHEMATICS
•	 SAFEGUARDING OFFICER/DEPUTY DESIGNATED SAFEGUARDING LEAD
•	 SENCO (SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS CO-ORDINATOR)
•	 FIRST AID & STUDENT ADMINISTRATOR
•	 SCHOOL CATERING SUPERVISOR
•	 CLEANER
•	 MIDDAY ASSISTANT

https://www.childnet.com/parents-and-carers/hot-topics/digital-wellbeing%3Futm
https://www.childnet.com/help-and-advice/digital-wellbeing/%23jump-heading-2
https://saferinternet.org.uk/report-harmful-content
https://reportharmfulcontent.online/%20
https://www.gbhs.co.uk/670/current-vacancies-2
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