
Duffield Road  Chelmsford   CM2 9RZ     

01245 265821 
 

Headteacher: Mr P Farmer, BA (Hons) 

Dear Parents 

Great Baddow High School: a happy, safe and 

successful 11-18 school of which we are very proud. 

 

As a prospective parent we hope you find this 

information a good starting point for further 

thinking and discussion about your son/daughter 

joining us in September 2021. You will find an 

abundance of information on our website which will 

provide you with further insight into our school, our 

curriculum, personal development and the incredible 

opportunities your son/daughter will have with us.  

 

We strongly recommend that you visit us during the 

working day in order to get a real understanding of 

our school. Guidance permitting, we will be delighted 

to show you around our attractive site so that you 

can see students and teachers working together in 

well-equipped, specialist classrooms, using modern 

technologies and resources.  

 

Our curriculum, enhanced by many enrichment 

opportunities, clubs, trips and visits, is broad and 

varied. We aim to support your child in achieving 

their potential both academically and as well-

rounded, confident individuals. 

 

Great Baddow High School specialises in ‘Science and 

Sport’ and is a centre of excellence. Both science and 

PE are part of the core national curriculum. 

 

We deliver a high-quality education in science that 

challenges and stimulates pupils. We promote many 

vocational and enrichment opportunities, including 

STEM projects (Science, Technology, Engineering and 

Maths) to enrich learning experiences.  

 

Specialising in sports since 2004 our sports facilities, 

teaching expertise and extra-curricular provision are 

outstanding. We are hopeful that we will be able to 

offer our extra-curricular programme once we are 

settled and protocols established. Our students 

enjoy sporting success at district and national level 

and benefit from an exceptional extra-curricular 

programme although our ethos is centred on 

participation for all and we look forward to your child 

participating in all that is on offer as soon as possible.  

 

We look forward to welcoming you into our school 

community.  

 

Paul Farmer 

Headteacher 

 

PLEASE VISIT WWW.GBHS.CO.UK FOR UP-TO-DATE INFORMATION ABOUT  

ADMISSIONS AND OPPORTUNITIES TO VISIT OUR SCHOOL IN SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER  

https://www.facebook.com/Great-Baddow-High-School-558534134306346/?view_public_for=558534134306346
https://twitter.com/GtBaddowHighSch


We are pleased to continue to have a specialism in 

sport at Great Baddow High School, which provides 

our students with a number of benefits.  

 

The PE faculty has specialist PE teachers that deliver 

the highest level of teaching through KS3, KS4 and 

KS5 on the curriculum. Staff deliver across a range 

of activities to ensure that students have a broad 

and balanced PE curriculum.  

 

The department also offers a huge variety of  

extra-curricular activities before school, 

at lunchtimes and after school, including many  

fixtures throughout the week as well as fixtures on 

Saturday mornings. This commitment from staff 

and students allows us to enter competitions at 

district, county and national level and have much 

success for both boys and girls.  

 

We are very lucky to have a range of facilities that 

are used by our students during the curriculum and 

extracurricular programme. We always want the 

best for our students and this specialism gives us a 

fantastic opportunity to improve and excel.  

 

We provide examinations in GCSE, Level 2 BTEC, A 

Level and Level 3 BTEC in Physical Education/Sport 

and encourage students to take these options.  

 

We are also the host site for the Chelmsford School 

Sport Partnership which works closely with our local 

primary schools encouraging PE and physical  

activity.  

 

Physical Education is an important part of the  

curriculum that builds many transferable skills and 

we are pleased that this is something we provide all 

pupils in Years 7-11 and enrichment in Sixth Form. 

We hope that many of you will join in with some of 
the fantastic ‘science experiences’ we offer at GBHS. 

We enter teams in a Lego league, you could be one 
of our ‘Engineering Eagles’ and program a Lego 
robot? Have you read any books by John Townsend, 
he is a children’s science author, one of many 
authors who visit the school. 

Can you solve a crime? Some of you will have been 
working with us already, joining our Year 8’s with a 
Forensic Science challenge. 

Do you like space, can you build and launch a 
rocket? We take part in a rocket challenge. 

We run lots of trips and visits. You may want to 
come with us for a day visiting the Big Bang fair at 
the NEC.  

At GBHS we host PhysicsFest, a day of fun science 
activities for the family. Hopefully, some of you will 
love science so much that you will go from being a 
visitor to helping demonstrate and inspiring others. 



“Pupils’ good behaviour reflects the values the 
school aims to promote.” 

OFSTED 

Computer Science is a new subject for many of Year 

7s. Within these lessons you can look forward to 

learning how to use a wide variety of software, how 

to keep your online self safe and we learn how the 

computer works; how does your device turn the 

letters we type in into the 0s and 1s it understands 

and then send them around the world and 

reassemble them at the other end into a photo, a 

web page or a message?  

In Year 7 Religion, Philosophy and Ethics we begin 

the year by exploring the ‘Big Questions’ in life such 

as ‘Why am I here?’, ‘Is there a God?’ and ‘Does 

heaven exist?’ 

You will also have plenty of opportunity to debate 

questions of right and wrong during in the  

classroom at GBHS. What is really inspiring and  

exciting about RPE at GBHS is that it is about real 

people and that you will able express and explore 

your own opinions.  

 

In the Library we believe that reading is fun,  

whether fiction stories or facts, whether in books, 

magazines or online.  This is why we have an  

extensive book stock and facilities to enable  

research and we organise a wide range of clubs,  

activities and events, such as talks by authors, book 

groups to promote a love of reading; a Scrabble 

League to celebrate words and debating club to  

encourage effective communication.   

 

The library normally offers Chatterbooks sessions 

after school to Year 6 pupils from local schools,  

currently these are not able to run but will resume 

as soon as we are able. 

Are you looking forward to learning a new language 

that sounds a bit like your own and is really easy to 

speak? 

 

In lessons you will have lots of fun ways to talk 

about topics like your hobbies and interests, your 

family and pets, not forgetting how to say your 

favourite food and lessons! Deutsch ist super!! 



One of the best things about Food and Nutrition 

lessons is that you do lots of making.  Practical work 

allows you to develop lots of different skills and makes 

your lessons really interesting. It is also great to make 

something at school that you can take home to share 

with your family and friends.  

 “Safeguarding children is at the heart of what the 
school stands for.”  

OFSTED 

“Pupils’ good behaviour reflects the values the school 
aims to promote.” 

OFSTED 

“Pupils’ progress over time continues to be good 
across a wide range of subjects with sustained good 

quality of teaching.” 

OFSTED 

Quieres hablar español? Would you like to learn 

Spanish? It’s an exciting opportunity at GBHS to 

develop your communication skills whilst also learning 

about Spanish culture. So far, our young linguists in 

Year 7 have proudly learnt topics covering sport, free 

time activities, weather, describing people, pets and 

many more! They particularly enjoyed showing off 

their new language skills by creating games, puzzles, 

poems in the language and even following Spanish 

recipes! Yum! 

Prepare for a lot of laughing as we look at the skill 

of Mime and how famous actors used this in their 

silent movies. You will be exploring the art of 

slapstick comedy and how to achieve this on 

stage, using exaggerated actions, gestures, 

movements, and facial expressions.  



You will start the year by developing your knowledge 

of where places are in the world, and how to use a 

range of map skills to locate these places. You will 

then look at the ecosystems of the world and the 

challenges that face them. Later in the year you will 

study different features of the UK from its 

changeable weather, how rivers have shaped the 

landscape of the UK as well as what it is like to live 

in the UK. Finally, you will conclude the year by 

studying the largest country on Earth, Russia!  

“Pupils feel safe and school leaders go above and 
beyond what is expected of them to ensure each 

child’s safety.” 

OFSTED 

 “There is a ‘buzz’ of purposeful learning at  
Great Baddow High School.” 

OFSTED  

We will give you lots of opportunities to use your 

imaginations and write in different styles – pirate 

stories, magical poems and adverts to name just a 

few. We hope you will come to us already enjoying 

reading but if not, we will help you find something 

you like. We read different books in class and have 

regular visits to the library to choose from their 

wonderful selection. At the end of the year we 

always have a writing competition of spy stories. 

This is a chance to demonstrate how much your 

writing skills have improved (and win prizes!). There 

are lots of other competitions throughout the year 

to encourage you to be involved with English, earn 

lots of credits and at the same time develop your 

vocabulary and spelling. 

In Year 7 students at Great Baddow High School  

prepare a piece of music as an entire year group to 

perform in our annual Christmas Concert at the 

Chelmsford Cathedral. This event is always a  

sell-out and the students enjoy watching the  

performances of our entire extra-curricular  

programme too. This academic year also includes 

composing on our professional standard software, 

recreations of the West End show Stomp! and an 

introductory course to playing piano. 

Science at Great Baddow High School will probably 

feel a lot different from the Science you have 

previously undertaken at primary school. You will 

learn how to use Bunsen burners, microscopes and a 

whole range of other equipment and glassware 

correctly. You will be taught how to do experiments 

safely in our labs and what makes for a good 

scientific investigation. You will alternate between 

topics across the three sciences, Biology, Chemistry 

and Physics. Learning all about cells, organs, food 

webs, acids, chemical reactions, circuits, magnets 

and much more things that make up you and the 

world around you; and that's only Year 7! 



“Pupils feel safe and school leaders go above and 
beyond what is expected of them to ensure each 

child’s safety.” 

OFSTED 

In art you will be introduced to a wide range of new 

techniques, artists, and materials as well as building 

on your existing knowledge and strengths. You will 

work on two/three projects throughout the year which 

have been designed to develop your creative thinking 

and practical skills. This will provide you with a strong 

foundation of knowledge and understanding that you 

can build on in subsequent years.  

 

You will explore techniques such as painting, 3D 

ceramics and mono-printing as well as developing 

your observational drawing skills which are 

fundamental in art. As you progress through the year 

you will have the opportunity to create imaginative 

ideas and develop them into outcomes. Students are 

encouraged to engage in group evaluations and 

discussions which allow you to value each other’s 

opinions and thoughts. 

“The school cares for its pupils and allows them to 
flourish.” 

OFSTED 

You will have the opportunity to design and  

manufacture prototypes, in our workshops.  

You will be able to take these home and use them 

and share with others. You will learn about the 

health & safety, how to use tools and make in a 

wide variety of different materials.  

Underpinning all learning is our ‘Learning to Learn’ 

programme. The entire GBHS community delivers 

this through assemblies, via tutors, library sessions, 

classroom teachers at KS4 during break out days. 

The programme introduces, teaches and encourages 

students to practice and develop the way they learn. 

We place an emphasis on a Growth Mindset and a 

wide variety of techniques to aid information 

processing, retention and recall.  

In Year 7 physical education students have the 

opportunity to take part in a range of activities 

across two PE lessons each week. These activities 

include football, basketball, rugby, netball, 

badminton, gymnastics, swimming, dance, 

athletics, cricket, rounders to name a few. Physical 

education develops appreciation of physical activity, 

it develops knowledge and understanding of a range 

of activities and builds confidence and social skills 

that are applicable to all aspects of the school 

curriculum. Students can also look forward to taking 

part in additional extra-curricular activities that take 

place before school, lunch time and afterschool as 

well as having the opportunity to compete in 

fixtures against a range of schools. Physical 

education encourages all students to enjoy a 

lifelong passion for physical activity. We look 

forward to the whole school sports day in June each 

year where Year 7 are able to take part in a range of 

games as well as track and field activities. We look 

forward to celebrating National Sports Week in June 

when students have the opportunity to take part in 

a range of new and alternative activities.  



 “Safeguarding children is at the heart of what the 
school stands for.”  

OFSTED 

99% of parents agree that their child feels safe  
at GBHS 

 
98% of parents agree that their child is well looked 

after at GBHS  
 

96% of parents agree that their child is happy at 
GBHS 

Ofsted parent-view 

Your ‘Personal Development’ lessons and events are 

where you will learn practical life skills like how to 

be safe online and be healthy. As well as learning 

about Relationships and Sex Education. One of the 

first lessons you will have and one of the most 

popular is creating your Great Baddow High School 

time capsule. This is a collection of your thoughts 

and plans for the future. This will then be kept safe 

for 5 long years as you grow and change during your 

time with us. Then when it’s almost time for you to 

leave us at the end of Year 11 you will be able to open 

your time capsule from Year 7 and see how much 

you have changed and if you still have the same 

hopes and dreams. 

Your lessons and events with ‘Futures’ are all about 

looking forward to your future careers and 

education paths after Great Baddow High School. A 

real highlight of Year 7 is the “What’s my Job?” 

event. Aimed at widening your understanding of 

different jobs roles and challenging stereotypes. 

“What’s my job” event will let all of Year 7 meet 

employees from a range of career sectors to find out 

what their roles involves and the education and 

training that was required to get there. 

Students will start by learning the key skills to 

equip them to be excellent Historians. Topics 

studied then cover British History from the Battle 

of Hastings to the Tudors. Students will 

investigate life in the middle ages, how castles 

developed and the gruesome Black Death. 

Maths at Great Baddow High School is all about 

learning how to solve problems and I’m sure you’ll 

enjoy that satisfying feeling of finding the solutions. 

By learning how to recognise patterns, use 

mathematical methods and justify using reasoning 

you will be able to apply what you learn in maths to 

many other subjects in school. You will delve deeper 

into your understanding of number, algebra, shape 

and statistics and appreciate further how maths 

permeates through all parts of our everyday life. 




