Geology Careers Rock!
What is Geology?
It’s the study of the structure, evolution and dynamics of the Earth and it’s mineral and energy resources.
What does Geology do for us?
•Locate clean water supplies
•Locate and extract mineral resources
•Flood Analysis
•Identify Geo-hazards
•Locate contamination across the UK
•Help us better understand our world and
other planets

University Degrees
40+ universities offer geology or geoscience degrees across the UK. Entry requirements
differ between universities but generally A’s to C’s are asked for.
Whilst there you will study the Earth’s mantle movements, minerals under the
microscope, evolution of life through the Earth’s history, geological mapping and
the rock cycle . The course will include lectures, practicals and fieldtrips all over
the country and abroad.

Possible Careers in Geology - Both in Industry and in Academics
Ben looked for gold and
copper deposits in
Queensland, Australia. This
included mapping the area,
geophysical surveys and
later drilling down into the
earth.

Emma studied rocks from
a mid ocean ridge volcano
located in the arctic ocean
to understand how their
magma chambers evolve
through time.

Chris works for Provectus Remediation Ltd, a geoenvironmental engineering and consultancy firm. Chris
goes to potential redevelopment sites to identify
whether contamination is present. We investigate the
presence of contamination through a combination of
drilling and trial pitting, then testing the samples we
collect. Provectus also remediates sites where
contamination is found.

University Experiences
In your summer of
second year you either
get an industrial
placement or complete
a mapping project.
Chris went to
Broadford and spent
seven weeks creating a
geological map of the
South of Broadford, Isle of Skye
area .

On fieldtrips you will learn
skills like geological mapping,
identifying fossils, logging
sedimentary outcrops and
how to interpret geological
structures. You will also get to
visit amazing places like
Cyprus and Spain, have a lot
of fun and make strong, longlasting friendships.

Durdle Door, Dorset

Practicals often consist of looking at microscope slides and samples to identify rocks and minerals. If
you take palaeobiology based modules you learn how to identify fossils.

Other Careers from a Geological Degree
•
•
•

Contaminated land (geotechnical consultants or
engineers)
Research (anything from palaeontology [fossils] to
carbon capture and storage)
Oil & Gas (loggers & analysts)

•
•
•

Hazards (seismology, volcanology, landslides,
sinkholes, flooding & mining legacy
Mineral Exploration (diamonds, metals & Rare
Earth Metals used in solar panels)
Some use the skills gained to go into other sectors

Resources:
The best place to find more information is the Geological Society of London Website:
https://www.geolsoc.org.uk/Geology-Career-Pathways/What-is-Geology
https://www.geolsoc.org.uk/careerprofiles
Alternatively you can search for Geology courses on UCAS and find more information on potential jobs here: https://www.ucas.com/explore/subjects/geology

Provectus Remediation Ltd
Provectus Remediation Ltd is a Geo-environmental engineering and consultancy firm. That
means we look for and clean up contamination caused by historical industrial uses.
Contamination in the ground can lead to unsafe drinking water, people getting sick by coming
into contact with or growing foods on contaminated land and ground gas can be harmful if not
properly mitigated.
I’m Chris, I’m a geo-environmental Engineer for Provectus. I’ve created this
poster to explain what my job is and what my company does. As an engineer I
write desk studies and validation reports, run site investigations and become part
of a team for remediation jobs, supporting the site manager and project manager.

What We Do
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Desk Studies
This involves looking into the geology,
hydrogeology and history of the site,
including unexploded ordnance maps as well
as proximity to potentially contaminative
land uses, sensitive land uses and mines.

Site Investigation
Investigating the ground conditions present
on site using trial pits, boreholes and in-situ
testing. Soil and water samples are taken for
chemical analysis to determine if any
remediation is required. Gas readings are
taken to understand any risk from ground
gas. We have completed site investigations in
many historically industrial settings including
tar works, gas works, landfills, petrol stations
and asbestos factories.

Remediation
There are a range of remediation techniques
including disposing of contaminated material
offsite and in-situ treatment via chemical or
biological agents.
We have undertaken remediation projects in
places such as Lutterworth, where we
removed asbestos contaminated material;
Glasgow where we treated Chromium IV
contamination with calcium polysulphide;
removed hydrocarbon impacted material
from Edgware Road;
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Taking Validation Samples at Lutterworth

Validation
Returning to site after remediation to take
samples and check that the chemical
analysis shows the site is now suitable for
use.
We’ve undertaken validation sampling at
many housing developments in and around
the Essex area.

Check out our Website: https://www.provectusgroup.com/

Treating CrIV with Calsium Polysulphide
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