
 

Dear Parent, 
I am sure that you are all aware of the Government’s announcements this week 
in which secondary school students are being "strongly advised" to wear masks 
in communal areas, as are staff and visitors at all schools and childcare settings. 
It is with a heavy heart that we once again ask for your support with this  
directive, but it is imperative that we all work together to make sure our school 
community is as safe as possible. When we have received further guidance from 
the Government, we will share with you any developments for the end of term 
and the start of next term. 
This gloomy news has not stopped the students and staff of GBHS enjoying our 
learning and enrichment both in the classroom and through the myriad of extra 
activities on offer.  
Last night saw our spectacular Gym and Dance Display which was hugely  
impressive and entertaining. The brilliant audience certainly enjoyed an evening 
of excellence, excitement and celebration. Well done to all students and staff 
involved.  
This year’s Christmas Card Competition was, as usual, a tricky one for the  
judges. The entries were all superb which made picking the winners a very  
difficult decision. The details of the winners and their cards can be found here. 
This week also saw our Year 11 students picking up their PPE results. The follow 
up lessons will be spent with the subject teacher, going over the papers and  
setting clear improvement targets for your child to hone their performance for 
future examinations. The whole year group has handled the entire PPE operation 
with a calm and focussed maturity. Well done to all. 
Parents will be able to meet and discuss the PPEs with Year 11 teachers in the 
Year 11 Virtual Parents’ evening on Thursday 9th December. This will be an  
opportunity for parents to get as much information as possible to help them 
help their child in the build up to their GCSEs. This will be followed in the New 
Year on Thursday 6th January with our Year 13 Parents’ Evening and we hope to 
“virtually” see as many parents of both year groups attend. 
On Monday, we held our first Student Leadership Conference for the relaunch of 
Student Voice to give even more weight to the opinions of the most important 
facet of our whole school – the students! More details on how our students are 
helping to shape the future of the school can be found here. 
Next week the run up to Christmas kicks into another gear. Monday sees our 
wonderful annual Christmas Carol Concert at Chelmsford Cathedral and I look 
forward to seeing many of you there to celebrate both Christmas and the talent 
of our students.  
Wednesday will see our brilliant kitchen staff serving up the GBHS Christmas 
Dinner, a feast for all our school community. 
Friday 10th December will be our annual Christmas Jumper Day, where students 
and staff get to strut their Christmas sweaters and raise money for charity at the 
same time.  
So, as you can see, the weather might be cold, the nights drawing in and the 
news gloomy, but here at GBHS school life is exciting, sparkly and bright. 
Take care, 
Mr Paul Farmer, Headteacher 

MESSAGE FROM THE HEADTEACHER 

 

Day Date School Activity  

Monday 6th 1930-2030 – Cathedral Carol Service  (18:15 rehearsal) 
Sixth Form trip to the Design Museum  

Tuesday 7th  

Wednesday 8th DEAR Session 
Student Christmas lunch in the Diner 

Thursday 9th 1600-1900 - Year 11 Parents’ evening (virtual)  
Year 8 termly grade to parents  

Friday 10th Sixth Form application deadline  
Christmas Jumper Day 

If you are looking to purchase new 
school uniform, we have been advised 
that you can now order through the 
online ordering system on the Pope and 
Smith website and for your information 
they are currently closed on Tuesdays. 
Opening hours can be viewed on their 
website and Facebook.  

Please note: there will be no Musical  
Theatre club on Monday December 6th 
(Cathedral Concert), no Year 8 Drama 
club on Thursday 9th or 16th December 
(Parents' Eve and a Theatre Trip). 

We had yet another successful year of 
entries to the Great Baddow Bake Off! 
Congratulations to our winners selected 
by the Headteacher - Anais, Layla, Rhys 
& Sophie. £123.65 was raised for Children 
in Need. Read more here. 

The application deadline for admissions 
to Sixth Form in September 2022 is  
Friday 10th December.  
Apply using this link or email sixth-
formenquiries@gbhs.co.uk if you would 
like to discuss an application with a 
member of the Sixth Form team.  
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